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THE  church  of  God  in  Smyrna, 
to  the  church  of  God  in  Phi 
ladelphia,  and  to  all  the  con 
gregations   of    the   holy   and   univerfal 
•church  in  every  place,  may  mercy,  peace, 
and  the  love  of  'God  the  Father,  and  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  be  multiplied. 

Brethren,    we   write    unto    you    of 

thofe  who  bare  teftimony  to  the  faith, 

and  of  the  blefied  Polycarp,  who  appea- 

A  fed 


fed  the  perfecution,  fealing  it  up,   as  it 
were,  by  his  teftimony. 

Now  the  circumftances  previous  to  this 
were,  in  general,  fo  difpofed,  that  the 
Lord  from  on  high  might  manifeft  unto 
us  a  martyrdom  undergone  according  to 
the  gofpel ;  for  Polycarp  waited  until  he 
mould  be  delivered  up,  even  as  our  Lord 
did,  that  we  might  become  imitators  of 
him,  aiming  at  what  profiteth  our  neigh 
bours  as  well  as  ourfelves.  This  indeed 
is  true  and  fledfafl  brotherly  kindnefs,  if 
we  feek  that  all  the  brethren  together 
with  us  may  be  faved. 

BleiTed  therefore  and  honourable  are 
all  martyrdoms  endured  according  to  the 
will  of  God  :  for  it  becometh  us,  who 
profefs  to  be  devout  above  all  others,  to 
afcribe  whatever  befalleth  to  the  will  of 
God. 

And 
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And  indeed,  who  can  forbear  admi 
ring  their  magnanimity  and  patience,  ancl 
their   love   towards-  their   mailer,  who 
when  the  flefh  was  torn  off  their  veins 
and  arteries  through  fcourging,  fo  that 
the  inward  flruclure  of  their  bodies  was 
difclofed,    yet   neverthelefs  perfevered : 
and  while  the  byilanders  pitied  and  be* 
wailed  them,  yet  they  themfelves  fuffer- 
ed,  without  uttering  a   groan  :    hereby 
manifesting  unto  us  all,  that  in  that  hour 
of  torture,  thofe  witnefles  of  Chrifl  were 
abfent  from  the  body,  or  rather,  that  our 
Lord  flood  beftde  them,  and  had  fellow^, 
fhip  with  them ;    and  they,  fixing  their 
thoughts  iledfailly  on  the  grace  of  Chrift, 
defpifed  the  torments  of  this  world,  and 
through  endurance  for   one   hour,   re 
deemed  themfelves  from  everlafling  pu» 
niihment.     Unto  them  the  fire,  admint* 
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itered  by  their  cruel  tormentors,  was  as 
if  it  had  been  cold  ;  for  they  fought  to 
efcape  from  that  fire  which  is  everlaft- 
ing  and  never  to  be  extinguished,  and 
they  looked  up  with  the  eyes  of  their 
hearts  to  the  good  things  referved  for 
thofe  who  endure  unto  the  end,  "  which 
"  neither  hath  ear  heard,  nor  eye  feen, 
"  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart 
u  of  man  to  conceive."  But  to  them 
were  thofe  good  things  revealed  from 
the  Lord ;  for  they  were  no  longer  as 
mortal  men,  but  had  already  become  as 
angels.  In  like  manner,  after  they  were 
condemned  to  be  expofed  to  wild  beads, 
they  endured  grievous  chaftifements,  be 
ing  laid  down  on  fharp  fhells,  and  buf 
feted  with  many  and  various  tortures, 
that,  if  it  had  been  poilible,  the  tyrant 
might  have  perverted  them,  through  con 
tinuance 


(    5    ) 

tinuance  of  fuftering,  to  a  denial  of  the 
faith.  r  For  the  devil  devifed  many  things 
againft  them  ;  but,  thanks  be  unto  God, 
he  prevailed  not  over  them  all. 

Indeed  the  fortitude  of  Germanicus 
ftrengthened  their  feeble-mindednefs  by 
the  conftancy  which  was  in  him  :  he  al- 
fo  combating  with  wild  beads,  eminently 
diftinguiihed  himfelf ;  for  when  the  pro* 
conful  endeavoured  to  win  him  over, 
and  befpoke  him  to  have  pity  on  his 
youth,  GermaniGus  invited,  and  even  ir 
ritated  the  wild  bead,  that  he  himfelf 
might  be  the  more  fpeedily  removed  from 
an  unjufl  and  licentious  world. 

And  all  the  people  wondered  at  the 
fortitude  of  the  whole  race  of  Chriftians* 
devout  men,  and  beloved  of  the  Lord  5 
and  they  began  to  cry,  "  Away  with  the 
"  ungodly,  feck  out  Polycarp." 

Now, 
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Now,  a  certain  man,  named  £>iiintiif+ 
a  Phrygian  by  birth,  and  newly  come 
put  of  Phrygia,  when  he  beheld  the  wild 
beads,  was  difmayed.  This  man  had  pre 
vailed  on  himfelf  to  appear  of  his  own 
accord  before  the  proconful,  and  had  ex 
cited  others  to  follow  his  example ;  but 
the  proconful,  by  foothing  fpeeches,  per- 
fuaded  him  to  fwear,  and  to  offer  incenfe. 
Wherefore,  brethren,  we  commend  not 
thofe  who  voluntarily  repair  to  the  judge 
ment-feat  ;  for  the  gofpel  hath  not  fo 
taught. 

The  admirable  Polycarp,  when  he 
heard  of  thefe  things,  was  not  diflurbed. 
At  firfl  he  refolved  within  himfelf  to  a- 
bide  in  the  city  :  neverthelefs  mod  of 
his  friends  perfuaded  him  to  depart,  and 
he  removed  to  a  country-place  not  fart 
diftant  j  and  tliere,  with  a  few  friends,-' 

he 
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he  remained  inftant  in  offering  {applica 
tion  day  and  night  for  all  men,  and  for 
all  the  churches  throughout  the  world, 
as  was  his  wont :  and  while  he  prayed, 
three  days  before  he  was  apprehended, 
he  beheld,  in  a  vifion,  his  pillow  confu- 
med  by  flames ;  and  turning  to  thofe 
who  were  with  him,  he  fold  in  the  fpirit 
of  prophecy,  "  It  behoves  me  to  be  burnt 
"  alive." 

While  they  who  fought  after  him  con 
tinued  to  make  diligent  fearch,  he  re 
moved  to  another  village  :  and  forthwith 
they  arrived  there;  and  not  having  found 
Polycarp,  they  laid  hands  on  two  lads, 
and  one  of  them,  having  been  conftrain- 
€d  by  torture,  confeffed  where  he  was. 
Indeed  he  could  not  be  concealed ;  for 
they  who  betrayed  him  were  of  his  own 
houfehold. 

And 
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And  the  Irenarch,  named  Herod, 
fought  to  bring  Polycarp  into  the,  place 
allotted  for  public  fhews,  whereby  he 
might  enter  into  his  inheritance,  being 
made  a  partaker  with  Ghrift ;  while  they 
who  gave  him  up  might  (hare  in  the 
condemnation  cf  Judas. 

Having  therefore  the  lad  to  conduct 
Jthem,  the  peace-officers,  and  horfemen 
with  their  wonted  weapons,  as  if  they 
had  been  purfuing  a  robber,  iflued  forth 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  fixth  day  of  the 
-week,  and  entering  in  at  even-tide,  they 
found  Polycarp  lying  in  an  upper  cham 
ber.  He  might  have  retired  into  ano 
ther  houfe ;  howbeit  he  would  not  'be 
perfuaded,  faying,  "  The  will  of  the 
"  Lord  be  done/'  When  he  heard  that 
they  who  fought  after  him  were  arrived, 
lie  came  down,  and  converfed  with  them-; 
2  and 
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snd  they  admired  the  comelinefs  and 
gravity  of  his  old  age;  and  certain  oi 
them  faid,  "  Wasfuch  mighty  eagernefs 
"  of  inquiry  only  to  apprehend  this  aged 
"  man .?"  But  he  without  delay  order 
ed  a  tabk  to  be  fpread  for  them,  and 
invited  them  to  eat  and  drink  at  their 
pleafure,  requefling  them  only  to  allow 
him  one  hour  wherein  he  might  pray 
without  interruption ;  and  his  requeft  ha 
ving  been  granted,  he  arofe,  and  being 
filled  with  grace  from  the  Lord,  he  pray 
ed,  infornuch  that  for  the  fpace  of  two 
hours  he  could  not  ceafe  :  and  all  who 
heard  him  were  aftonifhed,  and  many  of 
his  enemies  teilified  their  regret  at  ha 
ving  come  out  againft  an  old  man  of  fo 
divine  an  appearance.  In  his  prayers  he 
remembered  all  with  whom  at  any  time 
i»e  had  been  converfant,  whether  .fmall 
B  or 


or  great,  honourable  or  mean  :  he  alfo 
prayed  for  the  univerfal  church  through 
out  the  world. 

When  he  had  ceafed  from  praying, 
and  the  hour  of  departure  came,  they 
placed  him  on  an  afs,  and  conducted 
him  into  the  city,  it  being  the  day  of 
the  great  Sabbath.  And  Herod  the  Ire- 
narch,  and  his  father  Nicetas,  met  him  ; 
and  they  took  him  into  their  chariot,  and 
feating  themfelves  befide  him,  they  fought 
to  perfuade  him,  faying,  among  other 
things,  "  What  evil  is  there  to  pro- 
"  nounce  the  words  Lord  Cxfar^  and 
"  to  facrifice,  whereby  thy  life  may  be 
"  faved  ?"  At  firfl,  Polycarp  anfwered 
not ;  but  they  continuing  to  urge  him, 
he  faid,  "  What  ye  counfel  me  to  do,  I 
"  will  never  do."  And  when  they  could 
not  perfuade  him,  they  reviled  him,  and 

thruft 


thruft  him  out  of  the  chariot  with  fa 
much  violence,  that  in  coming  down  his 
leg  was  wounded.  Neverthelefs,  as  if 
he  had  received  no  harm,  he  paiTed  on 
fleadily  and  courageoufly,  and  with  fpeed, 
and  was  led  into  the  theatre  ;  and  then 
there  arofe  a  tumultuous  noife,  fo  that 
no  man  might  be  heard. 

But  as  he  entered  in,  there  came  a 
voice  from  heaven,  faying,  "  Be  of  good 
"  courage,  Polycarp,  and  .quit  thyfelt" 
"  like  a  man."  And  our  people  who 
were  prefent,  heard  the  voice  ;  howbeit 
no  one  perceived  from  whom  it  proceed 
ed.  When  the  multitude  heard  that 
Polycarp  was  taken,  and  faw  him  drag 
ged  before  the  judgement-feat  of  the 
proconful,  they  fhouted  aloud :  and  the 
proconful  inquired  of  him,  whether  he 
was  Polycarp  ;  and  he  having  acknow-. 
B  2  ledged 


ledged  that  he  was,  the  proconful  began 
to  exhort  him  to  deny  Chrift,  faying, 
"  Reverence  thine  old  age;'*  and  ut 
tering  other  expreffions  of  the  like  na 
ture,  fuch  as  the  Heathens  are  wont  to 
uie,  "  Swear  by  the  fortune  ofCafar; 
"  repent,  and  fay,  Away  with  the  un- 
"  godly."  Then  Polycarp,  with  a  ftern 
countenance,  furveyed  the  afiembled 
multitude ;  and  waving  his  hand  to 
wards  them,  he  groaned,  and  lifted  up 
his  eyes  towards  heaven,  and  faid,  "  A- 
"  way  with  the  ungodly."  And  when 
the  proconful  ftill  urged  him,  faying, 
"  Swear,  and  I  will  fet  thee  free  ;  revile 
"  Chrift."  Polycarpthusfpake:  "Thefe 
"  fourfcore  and  fix  years  ferve  I  him, 
"  and  he  has  never  wronged  me  ;  how 
u  then  can  I  blafpheme  my  King  and 
cc  my  Saviour?"  But  when  the  pro- 
con  ful 
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conful1  perfifted  in  requiring  him  to  fwear 
by  the  fortune  of  Cxfar,  Polycarp  faid', 
"  Since  thou  oftentatioufly  requireft  me 
.f  to  fwear  by  what  thou  ftyleft  the  fof- 
*.c  tune  of  Ctfar,  as  if  thou  wert  igno- 
a  rant  of  what  I  amr  hear  me  boldly 
"  fpeak.  I  am  a  Chriftian  ;  and  if  thou 
**  wouldfl  learn  what  is  the  dodtrine  of 
^  Chriftianity,  appoint  a  day,  and  hear.5* 
The  proconful  faid,  "  Go  and  convince 
"  the  multitude."  Polycarp  replied,  "I 
tc  hold  it  fit  to  anfwer  for  myfelf  before 
**  thee ;  for  we  are  taught  to  render  un- 
"  to  magiftracy,  and  unto  the  powers 
"  which  are  ordained  of  God,  all  due 
"  reverence,  fo  far  as  we  may  without 
"  wounding  our  confcience  :  but  as  for 
"  that  multitude,  I  hold  them  unworthy 
"  that  I  fhould  pronounce  the  apology 
"  of  my  faith  unto  them."  The  pro 
conful 
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conful  faid,  "  I  have  wild  beads ;  to 
"  them  will  I  deliver  thee,  unlefs  thou 
"  changed."  Polycarp  faid,  "  Call  them 
"  forth ;  for  that  I  mould  change  front 
"  the  better  to  what  is  worfe,  is  impoffi- 
"  ble ;  but  to  change  from  evil  to  good, 
"  that  is  excellent."  The  proconful  re 
plied,  "  Since  thou  defpifed  the  wild 
"  beads,  I  will  caufe  thee  to  be  fubdued 
"  by  fire,  unlefs  thou  changed."  Po 
lycarp  faid,  "  Thou  threatened  me  with 
"  a  fire  which  burneth  for  a  feafon,  and 
"  will  be  fpeedily  extinguimed  ;  but  thou 
"  art  ignorant  of  that  fire  of  a  future 
"  judgement,  and  everlading  pains,  re- 
fic  ferved  for  the  wicked.  But  why  lin- 
"  gered  thou  ?  bring  forth  whatever  to 
"  thee  feemeth  good."  While  he  fpake 
thefe  words,  and  many  more,  he  was  filled 
with  confidence  and  joy,  and  grace  feent-  ( 

ed 
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«d  to  overfpread  his  countenance;  fo  that 
he  flirunk  not,  neither  was  he  difmayed 
at  the  things  uttered  againfl  him.  But 
the  proconful  was  aflonifhed,  and  he 
fent  the  crier  to  proclaim  thrice  in  the 
midfl  of  the  theatre,  "  Polycarp  confef- 
"  feth  that  he  is  a  Chriftian." 

And  when  the  crier  had  made  this  pro 
clamation,  the  multitude  of  the  Hea 
thens,  and  of  the  Jews,  who  dwelt  in 
Smyrna,  furioufly,  and  with  a  loud  voice, 
called  out,  "  This  is  the  teacher  of  Afia ; 
"  this  is  the  father  of  the  Chriftians,  the 
"  overthrower  of  our  gods  ;  he  who  in- 
"  ftrudeth  the  people  to  abflain  from 
"  facrificing,  and  from  religious  wor- 
"  fhip."  And  with  much  clamour  they 
required  Philip,  the  prefident  of  the 
priefts  of  Afia,  to  let  out  a  lion  againfl 
Polycarp  :  but  Philip  anfwered,  that  he 

cculd 
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could  not ;  becaufe  the  feafoti  for  exhi 
biting  wild  beads  in  the  public  fhews 
was  already  pad.  Then  they  all,  with 
one  voice,  cried  out,  "  Let  Polycarp  be 
burnt  alive."  Now  it  behoved  that  his 
vifion  fhould  be  fulfilled  :  for  while  he 
prayed,  he  beheld  his  pillow  as  if  in 
flames  ;  and  turning  to  the  believers 
who  were  with  him,  he  faid,  in  the  fpirk 
of  prophecy,  "  I  mufl  needs  be  burnt 
".alive." 

What  the  multitude  had  propofed  was 
ftraightway  gone  about ;  and  all  the  peo 
ple  gathered  wood  and  faggots  from  the 
workhoufes  and  from  the  baths :  the 
Jews,  above  all,  as  their  manner  is,  were 
zealous  in  the  bufmefs. 

And  when  the  pile  was  prepared,  Po 
lycarp  laid  afide  his  garments ;  and  ha 
ving  unloofcd  his  girdle,  he  fought-  -to 
i  untk 


untie  his  fandals.  This  he  had  not  u- 
fually  done  aforetime  ;  for  all  the  belie.- 
vers  were  wont  to  ftrive  who  mould  be 
the  firft  to  do  thefe  offices  for  him,  fo 
much  was  he  honoured  by  reafon  of  his 
virtuous  demeanor,  even  before  he  had 
attained  to  old  age. 

And  forthwith  the  inftruments  be 
longing  to  execution  were  placed  around 
him.  But  when  they  prepared  to  fatten 
him  with  nails,  he  faid,  "  Suffer  me  to 
"  remain  as  I  am  ;  for  he  who  enableth 
"  me  to  endure  the  fire,  will  alfo  enable 
"  me  to  abide  unmoved  in  the  pile?  al- 
"  though  you  do  not  fatten  me  with 
"  nails."  And  they  did  not  nail  him  to 
the  flake  ;  howbeit  they  bound  him. 

And  he,  putting  his  hands  behind  him, 

and  then  being  bound,   like  a  goodly 

ram,  chofen  out  of  the  great  flock  as  a 

C  burnt- 


burnt-offering  acceptable  unto  God, look 
ed  up  to  heaven,  and  thus  fpake  :  "  O 
"  thou,  Almighty  Lord,  the  Father  of 
«  Jefus  the  Anointed,  thy  well-beloved 
"  and  bleifed  Son,  through  whom  we 
"  have  received  the  knowledge  of  thee, 
"  the  God  of  angels  and  powers,  of  all 
"  creation,  and  of  the  whole  race  of  the 
"  juft  who  live  in  thy  prefence  ;  I  adore 
"  thee,  that  thou  haft  vouchfafed  to 
"  bring  me  to  this  day  and  to  this  hour, 
"  that  I  might  have  a  portion  in  the  num- 
"  ber  of  the  witneffes  in  the  cup  of  thine 
"  Anointed,  unto  the  refurreclion  of  life 
cc  eternal  in  foul  and  body,  through  the 
"  incorruption  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  a- 
"  mong  whom  may  I  be  now  received 
u  into  thy  prefence  as  an  accepted  facri- 
"  fice,  according  to  what  was  appointed 
"  and  foretold,  and  is  now  fulfilled  by 

«  thee 
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cs  thee  the  God  of  truth  :  wherefore, 
"  and  for  all  things,  I  praife  thee,  I  blefs 
"  thee,  I  magnify  thee,  with  Jefus  Ghrift,- 
"  thy  beloved  Son,  the  Everlafting,  and 
"  above  the  heavens ;  with  whom,  to 
"  thee,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory, 
"  both  now  and  for  ever.  Amen" 

Polycarp  having  finifhed  his  prayer, 
and  pronounced  Amen,  they  who  had 
the  charge  of  the  fire  lighted  it  up  :  and 
while  it  blazed  vehemently,  a  great  mar 
vel  was  feen.  by  us  who  have  been  pre- 
ferved  as  witnefTes,  that  we  might  de 
clare  to  others  the  things  which  happen 
ed  ;  for  the  fire,  forming  itfelf  into  a 
vaulted  chamber,  like  the  fail  of  a  fhip 
filled  with  the  wind,  encircled  and  wall 
ed  round  the  body  of  the  martyr  ;  and 
he  was  in  the  midfl  thereof,  not  as  llem 
burning,  but  as  bread  while  it  is  baked, 
C  2  er 
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or  as  gold  or  .filver  heated  in  a  furnace. 
We  alfo  perceived  a  fragrant  fmell,  as  of 
incenfe,  or  of  other  coftly  fpices.  At 
length,  when  the  ungodly  faw  that  the 
body  could  not  be  confumed  by  the  fire, 
they  called  for  the  executioner  to  pierce 
him  with  a  dagger :  and  the  execu 
tioner  having  pierced  Polycarp,  abunr 
dance  of  blood  ifTued  forth,  fo  as  to 
quench  the  fire.  And  all  the  multitude 
marvelled  at  the  pre-eminence  of  the  e- 
lect  over  the  unbelievers. 

Of  the  number  of  the  elect  this  moli 
admirable  martyr  undoubtedly  was,  Bi- 
fhop  of  the  univerfal  church  which  is  at 
Smyrna,  an  apoflolic  teacher  in  our 
times,  and  one  endued  with  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  ;  for  every  word  which  he  ut 
tered  has  already  been,  or  will  be  here 
after  fulfilled. 

But 


.  •  But  that  envious,  reviling,  and  evil 
one,  the  adverfary  of  the  generation  of 
the  juft,  when  he  beheld  that  Poly  carp 
had  demeaned  himfelf  blamelefsly  front 
the  beginning,  had  been  crowned  with 
an  unfading  crown,  and,  without  con* 
trover  fy,  had  borne  away  the  prize,  he 
ftrove  to  prevent  our  people  from  recei 
ving  his  remains,  which  many  of  us  did 
vehemently  defire,  that  they  might  par 
take  of  his  holy  body ;  and  certain  men 
urged  Nicetas,  the  father  of  Herod,  and 
brother  of  Alee,  to  prevail  with  the  pro- 
conful  not  to  beftow  the  body  on  us  for 
burial;  "  left,"  faid  they,  "leaving  him 
"  that  was  crucified,  they  begin  to  wor- 
"  (hip  this  man."  And  this  they  faid  at 
the  inftigation  of  the  Jews ;  who  alfo 
kept  watch  on  us  when  we  were  about 
to  convey  away  the  body  from  the  pile. 

But 
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But  they  knew  not,  that  ive  could  never 
leave  Chrifl,  who  fuffered  for  the  falvar 
tion  of  all  that  are  laved  throughout  the 
world,  and  that  we  could  never  worfhip- 
any  one  befide  him.  Him  we  adore  a$ 
being  the  Son  of  God  :  neverthelefs  we 
duly  love  the  martyrs,  by  reafon  of  their 
being  the  difciples  and  imitators  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  their  tranfcendent  affec 
tion  to  their  fovereign  and  mailer.  With 
them  may  we  have  communion,  and 
may  we  be  fellow-difciples  with  them  ! 

Now  when  the  centurion  perceived 
the  oppofition  of  the  Jews,  he  laid  the 
corpfe  in  the  midft  of  the  pile,  and  burnt 
it.  And  thus  at  length  we  gathered  to 
gether  thofe  bones,  more  precious  than 
gems,  and  move  excellent  than  gold ; 
and  we  placed  them  where  it  was  fit 
ting. 

There 
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There  we  purpofe,  whenever  God 
grant  opportunity,  to  celebrate  with 
exultation  and  joy  the  birth-day  of  the 
martyrdom  of  Poly  carp;  in  remembrance 
of  thofe  who  have  already  combated, 
and  for  the  difcipline  and  preparation  of 
thofe  who  are  yet  to  combat. 

Such  were  the  things  which  happened 
as  to  the  bleiTed  Polycarp ;  who,  toge 
ther  with  thofe  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
pleted  the  number  of  the  twelve  martyrs 
at  Smyrna.  Yet  he,  fingly,  is  had  in 
remembrance  above  all  others;  info- 
much  that  he  is  fnoken  of  even  by  the 
Heathens  throughout  every  place.  An 
eminent  teacher  he  was,  and  moreover  a 
chofen  martyr;  whofe  manner  of  martyr 
dom  all  defue  to  imitate,  becaufe  it  was 
according  to  the  gofpel  of  Chnft:  for  ha 
ving  by  patience  foiled  the  unrighteous 

governor. 


governor,  and  received  the  incorruptible 
garland,  he  now  rejoiceth  with  the  apo- 
itles  and  all  the  fpirits  of  the  juft,  and  he 
glorifieth  God,  even  the  Father,  and 
bleffeth  our  Lord,  the  ruler  of  our  bo 
dies,  and  the  fhepherd  of  the  univerfal 
church  throughout  the  whole  earth. 

Your  defire  was1,  that  the  things  which 
came  to  pafs  fhould  be  declared  unto  you 
at  large  :  for  the  prefent  we  have  deli 
vered  the  chief  circumitances  thereof, 
by  the  hands  of  Mark,  our  brother. 
Having  read  this  epiflle,  fend  it  on  to 
the  brethren  who  are  at  a  greater  di- 
ftance,  that  they  alfo  may  glorify  the 
Lord,  who  maketh  choice  among  his 
own  fervants,  and  who  is  able  to  lead  us 
all,  by  his  grace  and  free  gift,  into  his 
cverlafting  kingdom,  through  his  only 
begotten  Son,  Jefus  Chrift;  to  whom  be 


glory,  honour,  might,  and  majefly,.  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Salute  all  the 
faints.  They  who  are  with  us,  falute 
you  ;  as  doth  Euareftus  alfo,  the  writer 
hereof,  with  his  whole  houfe. 

'  ''>;*•>;. -J  •::,;     -;;j;      fc,     ?;:     •  "   <-.,.  ./; 

[Now  the  martyrdom  of  the  blefied 
Polycarp  happened  on  the  fecond  day  of 
the  month  Xanthicus,  before  the  expira 
tion  of  the  feventh  of  the  kalends  of 
March,  at  the  feafon  of  the  Great  Sab 
bath,  at  the  eighth  hour.  He  was  ap 
prehended  by  Herod,  Philip  the  Trallian 
being  chief  of  the  priefls  of  Afia,  and 
Statius  Quadratus  proconful.  Our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  reigning  for  evermore  ;  to 
whom  be  glory,  majefly,  and  an  eternal 
throne,  from  generation  to  generation. 
Amen.] 


0  Brethren, 
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Brethren,  we  greet  you  well.  Let 
your  walk  be  according  to  the  gpfpel, 
in  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift; 
with  whom,  glory  be  to  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  the  falvation  of  the 
cleft  faints.  So  the  blefled  Poly  carp 
bare  witnefs.  May  we  be  found  follow 
ing  his  footfteps  in  the  kingdom  of  Jefus 
Chrift. 


!>?if 

ill 
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MARTYR     S 
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LYONS,     in     GAUL. 

THE  fervants  of  Chrifl,  inhabiting 
Vienne  and  Lyons  of  Gaul,  to 
the  brethren  throughout  Afia  and  Phry- 
gia,  of  one  common  faith  and  hope  of 
redemption  with  ourfelves,  peace,  grace, 
,and  glory,  from  God  the  Father,   and 
from  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord. 

The   greatnefs  of  the  tribulation  in 

thefe  parts,  the  exceeding  rage  of  the 

Heathen  againfl  the  faints,  and  the  fuf- 

D  2  ferings 


ferings  of  the  blefled  martyrs,  are  what 
we  are  not  able  fully  to  relate  unto  you ; 
neither  indeed  can  they  be  contained  in 
writing  :  for  the  adverfary,  with  all  vio 
lence,  rufhed  upon  us,  preluding  alrea 
dy  to  that  his  coming,  which  is  to  be 
hereafter  with  unreftrained  fury.  He 
went  about  every  where,  exercifmg  his 
fervants  to  (kirmiih  before  the  combat 
with  the  .fervants  of  the  Lord,  infomuch 
that  we  were  not  only  excluded  from 
houfes,  public  baths,  markets,  and  courts 
of  juftice,  but  we  were  even  prohibited 
from  appearing  in  any  place  :  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  grace  of  God  was  unto  us  as  a 
commander  againfh  the  adverfary  ;  it  ref- 
cued  thofe  who  were  weak,  and  it  or 
dained  chofen  perfons,  as  firm  pillars,  a- 
ble,  through  patience,  to  fupport  the 
whole  force  of  the  aiTaults  of  the  wicked 

one* 


one.  Engaging  with  him  in  clofe  com 
bat,  they  endured  reproach,  and  evil 
entreatment  of  every  kind;  and,  making 
fmall  account  of  what  others  hold  to  be 
grievous,  they  haftened  unto  Chrifl : 
and  thus  they  manifefted,  that  of  a  truth 
the  fufferings  of  this  prefent  life  "  are 
"  not  to  be  compared  to  the  glory  which 
"  fhall  be  revealed  in  us." 

And  firft  of  all,  they  courageoufly  en 
dured  whatever  contumelies  the  multi 
tude  heaped  on  them  :  for  they  were  in- 
fulted,  beaten,  and  dragged  about,  fpoil- 
ed,  ftoned,  and  held  in  durance ;  and 
they  fufFered  whatever  elfe  the  brutal 
multitude  delights  to  inflicl:  on  enemies 
in  a  ftate  of  warfare  :  and  having  been 
brought  before  the  tribune  of  the  fol- 
diers,  and  the  magiftrates  of  the  city, 
.they  were  examined  in  prefence  of  the 

whole 
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'whole  people,  and  having  given  their 
teftimony  to  the  faith,  they  were  fhut  up 
in  prifon  until  the  arrival  of  the  gover- 

TO     jfTi7>T}    \r,  i    ijfi  "  •**"     • '.'  .f* "^ '; ;  { Jf7 ""? ' >   ' 

nor. 

When  afterwards  they  were  brought 
before  the  governor,  his  demeanor  to 
our  people  was  exceedingly  favage.  Then 
did  Vettius  Epagathus,  one  of  the  bre 
thren,  fulfil  the  meafure  of  love  towards 
God  and  towards  his  neighbour.  The 
manners  of  this  perfon  were  fo  (tricl, 
that,  young  as  he  was,  men  held  him  to 
be  altogether  a  partaker  in  the  teftimony 
given  to  the  ancient  Zacharias  ;  for  "  he 
^  had  walked  in  the  commandments  and 
"  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs  : " 
moreover,  he  was  nothing  flothful  in 
miniflering  unto  his  neighbour,  very 
zealous  for  the  Lord,  and  fervent  in  fpi- 
.  rit.  This  excellent  perfon  could  not 

brook 
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brook  the  injuftice  done  unto  us,   and 
being  moved  with  indignation,  he  re- 
quefted  permiffion  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
the  Chriftians ;  for  that  among  us  there 
was  nothing  ungodly  [or  impious.     But 
they  who  Hood  around  the  judgement- 
feat  exclaimed  againft  him  ;  for  he  was 
noted  among  them  all.     And  the  gover 
nor,  inftead  of  granting  his  juft  requeft, 
demanded  of  him,   "  Whether  he  alfo 
"  wasaChriftian?"  and  Epagathus,  with 
a  moft  audible  voice,   declared,   "  That 
"  he  "w as  a  Chriflian  ;"  and  he  alfo  was 
numbered  among  the  martyrs,  and  he 
obtained  the  appellation  of  the  Advocate- 
of  the  Chriftians.     But  himfelf  had  an& 
advocate  within,  even  the  Holy  Spirit,, 
in  more  ample  meafure  than  Zacharias  ^ 
the  which  he  manifefled  in  the  abun-* 
dance  of  his  brotherly  kindnefs,  chufing* 

tci 


to  lay  down  his  life  for  the  vindication 
of  the  brethren  :  he  was,  and  even  now 
is,  a  true  difciple  of  Chrift,  "  following 
"  the  Lamb  wherefoever  he  goeth." 

And  afterwards,  in  like  manner,  the 
reft  began  to  be  feparately  queflioned. 
The  forembft  martyrs  were  bright  and 
ready  prepared,  and  with  all  alacrity  they 
filled  up  the  juft  meafure  of  their  con- 
feflion.  Now  alfo  there  appeared  thofe 
who  were  unprepared  and  unexercifed, 
feeble  as  yet,  and  incapable  of  fupport- 
ing  the  great  conteft  :  of  fuch  there  fell 
off  to  the  number  of  about  ten;  and 
thefe  wrought  much  vexation  of  fpirit 
unto  us,  and  forrow  not  to  be  meafured, 
and  they  leffened  the  courage  of  the  reft, 
who,  not  having  been  yet  apprehended, 
though  fuffering  much,  had  continued 
to  be  prefent  with  the  martyrs,  and  had 
•  i  never 
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never  forfaken  them.  Indeed  we  were' 
all  greatly  difmayed,  by  reafon  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  event  in  the  day  of 
trial :  we  did  not  fear  the  tortures  in 
flicted;  but  looking  forward  unto  the 
end,  we  dreaded  left  any  one  mould  fall. 
And  there  were  apprehended  -from  day 
to  day  fuch  as  were  worthy  to  fupply  the 
place  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  off;  fo  that 
at  length  the  mod  excellent  perfons  of 
both  churches,  and  they  by  whofe  means 
efpecially  our  affairs  in  thefe  parts  had 
been  eftablifhed,  were  detained  in  cu- 
ftody  together.  Certain  Heathens  alfo, 
(laves  of  our  people,  were  apprehended; 
for  the  governor  had  publifhed  a  general 
order,  that  we  mould  all  be  fought  af 
ter  ;  and  thefe  flaves,  through  the  infti- 
gation  of  Satan,  and  dreading  what  they 
few  the  faints  endure,  gave  teflimony  a- 
E  gainft 
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gainil  us,  as  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
young  children,  and  of  inceft,  and  of  o- 
ther  crimes,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for 
us  to  think  of,  much  lefs  to  perpetrate, 
and  which  indeed  we  cannot  fuppofe  to 
have  been  ever  perpetrated  by  man.  But 
when  the  rumour  of  thefe  things  w^s 
fpread  abroad,  all  men  became  as  wild 
beads  towards  us,  infomuch  that  fome 
who  hitherto  had  ihewn  themfelves  mo 
derate,  ; either  from  relation  or  from 
neighbourhood,  now  became  exafpera- 
ted  againfl  us.  Then  was  fulfilled  that 
which  our  Lord  fpake,  "The  time  will 
'•*  come,  when  every  one  who  ilayeth 
"  you,  fhall  think  that  he  offereth  fervice 
«  to  God." 

Finally,  the  holy  martyrs  endured  tor 
ments  which  are  beyond  all  defcription, 
Satan  meanwhile  eagerly  ftriving,  that 

by 
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fey  them  alfo  fomething  flagitious  migfilt 
be  acknowledged :  but,  above  all,  the 
\vhole  fury  of  the  multitude,-  of  the  go 
vernor,  and  of  the  foldiers,  was  aimed 
at  Sandus,  a  deacon  of  the  church  of 
Tienne,:  Maturus,  one  newly  enlighten 
ed,  yet  a  fleady  combatant,  and  Atta- 
lus,  a  native  of  Pergamus,  who  had  e- 
ver  been  as  a  foundation-Hone,  and  as 
a  pillar  unto  the  church  in  thefe  parts  : 
alfo  againil  Blandina,  in  whom  Ghriit 
fhewedr  that  the  things  which  appear  un 
to^  men  to  be  hafe  and  without  comeli- 
nefs,  and  altogether  contemptible,  arc 
highly  honoured  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord, 
when'  ever  there  is  in  them  that  love 
which  difplays  itfclf,  not  in  oftentatious 
profedions,  but  in  power  and  in  deed. 
Now  alF  of  us  feared,  that  when  Blan 
dina  was  brought  unto  the  combat,  fhc' 
y^  E  2,.  would 
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would  have  been  unable,  through  infir 
mity  of  body,  to  make  a  refolute  confef- 
fion  of  the  faith  ;  the  like  fear  had  her 
miflrefs  according  to  the  flefh,  herfelf  a 
combatant  together  with  the  martyrs. 
-Blandina  neverthelefs  was  filled  with  Rich 
mighty  power,  that  the  tormentors,  \vho^ 
from  the  dawn  of  day  until  evening,  al 
ternately  relieving  one  another,  had  em 
ployed  every  manner  of  torture  againfl 
her,  now  became  exhausted  and  feeble, 
through  much  toil ;  and  they  themfelves 
confefled,  that  Jhc  had  overcome ;  for 
that  there  remained  no  farther  tortures 
which  they  could  apply  :  and  they  were 
afloniilied,  that  her  breath  continued  in 
her  after  her  body  had  been  fo  torn  and 
laid  open  ;  and  they  declared,  that  any 
one  of  the  various  kinds  of  torture  em 
ployed  againil  her  was  fufiicient  to  have 

bereaved 
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bereaved  her  of  life.  This  bleffed  wo 
man,  as  a  hardy  combatant,  feemed  to 
have  her  youth  and  vigour  renewed^ 
while  flie  bare  teftimony  to  the  faith> 
and  flie  \vas  reflored  to  eafq,  and  became 
mfenfible  of  her  ruffe-rings,  when  me  pro 
nounced  thefe  words :  "  I.  am  a  Chri- 
"  flian,  and  there  is  no  evil  done  among 
«  us."  . 

Sanclus  alfo  courageoufly  endured  the 
mod  exceilive  tortures  that  could  be  de- 
vifed  by  man.  The  unrighteous  hoped, 
through  the  continuance  and  magnitude 
of  the  tortures,  to  hear  from  him  fome 
confemon  of  things  unfeemly  ;  but  he 
refilled  them  with  fo  great  confrancy, 
that  he  would  not  fo  much  as  difclofe 
unto  them  either  his  name  or  his  nation  : 
nor  would  he  fay  of  what  city  he  was, 
nor  whether  he  was  a  freeman  or  a  flave; 

but 


bur  to  every  queftion  that  was  afked  of 
him,  he  made  anfwer  in  the  Roman  lan 
guage,  "  I  am  a  Chrirtian."  That  he 
repeatedly  avowed  to  be  to  him  inflead 
ef  name,  and  city,  and  family,  and  all 
things,  Other  language  than  this  trie- 
Heathens  heard  not  from  him.  Where 
fore,  in  torturing  him,  a  mighty  emula 
tion  arofe  between  the  governor  and  trie 
tormentors,  infomuch:  that  when-  they 
had  nothing  more  which  they  could  do 
againft  him,  they  at  length  fixed  heated 
plates  of  brafs  to  the  mod  fennble  parts 
of  his  body :  and  thefe  indeed  were 
burnt ;  but  he  himfelf  inflexibly  perfe- 
vered,  firm  in  his  confefiion,  being  be 
dewed  and  comforted  by  that  heaven 
ly  fountain  of  the  water  of  life  which 
fioweth  from  Chrift.  His  body  gave  te- 
ftimony  of  what  had  befallen  5  for  it  was 

wholly 
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-•wholly  wounds. anci  weals,  diftorted,  ;and 
having  put  off  the  appearance  of  human 
fhape.  Chrift  alfo  fuffering  in  him, 
wrought  great  marvels,  deftroyed  the 
.adverfary,  and  manifefted,  for  an  exam 
ple  to  others,  that  nothing  can  be  for 
midable  where  the  love  of  the  Father 
is,  and  nothing  painful  where  the  glory 
of  Chrift.  For  the  ungodly,  after  cer 
tain  days  had  pafTed,  again  began  to  tor- 
irient  the  martyr  :  they  imagined,  that 
while  his  wounds  were  fwelled  and  infla 
med,  and  incapable  of  enduring  the 
flighted  touch,  he  would  either  'be  over 
come  through  the  repetition  of  tortures, 
or,  expiring  amid  them,  would  caufe 
fear  to  fall  on  the  reft  of  the  brethren. 
Neverthelefs  nothing  of  this  fort  enfued ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  beyond  all  expecta 
tion  and  belief  of  man,  his  body  unbent 

itfelf 
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itfelf  while  the  tortures  were  repeated, 
and  it  became  erect,  and  refumed  its 
form,  and  the  exercife  of  its  members  ; 
fo  that,  through  the  grace  of  Chrift, 
this  laft  torture,  inftead  of  afflicting, 
healed. 

And  there  was  a  certain  woman,  na 
med  Biblias,  of  the  number  of  thofe 
who  had  denied  Chrift.  Satan,  confi 
dent  that  me  was  already  devoured  of 
him,  fought  to  increafe  her  condemna 
tion,  by  caufing  her  to  blafpheme ;  and 
he  brought  her  forth  to  puniihment; 
and  lie  hoped  to  conftrain  her,  already 
feeble  and  difpirited,  to  make  report, 
that  things  ungodly  were  perpetrated  a- 
mong  us.  But  ilie,  in  the  midft  of  tor 
ments,  awakening  as  out  of  a  profound 
fleep,  recalled  to  her  remembrance  the  e- 
verlafting  punimments  in  hell,  and  me 
i  gain. 


fiiid  the  blafphemers,  and  thus  fpake't 
"How  can  they  devour  children,  to 
'"  whom  it  is  not  lawful  even  to  tafle  the 
"-.  blood  of  brute  animals."  And  thence 
forward  (he  profeffed,  that  me  was  a 
Chriftian  ;  and  me  had  her  portion  a- 
mong  the  martyrs. 

Now  when  Chrift,  through  the  pa 
tience  of  the  blefled  martyrs,  had  made 
thofe  tyrannical  chafiifements  to  wax 
feeble,  Satan  bethought  himfelf  of  other 
devices ;  confinement  in  darknefs,  and 
a  mofl  noifome  prifon,  the  grievous 
(training  of  their  legs  in  the  flocks,  and 
whatever  elfethe  tormentors,  when  wroth-, 
and  filled  with  the  evil  fpirit,  are  wont 
to  inflift  on  their  prifoners.  Many  were 
hereby  fuffocated  in  prifon,  whom  the 
Lord,  to  be  glorified  in  all  things,  will* 
ed  to  depart  in  that  fort ;  while  others* 
F  although 
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although  they  had  tailed  the  bitternefs 
of  torment,  and  were  paft  human  cure, 
remained  alive  :  deftitute  of  affiftance 
from  man,  but  comforted  by  the  Lord, 
they  were  ftrengthened  in  body  and  in 
fpirit ;  and  they  adminiflered  encourage 
ment  and  confolation  to  their  brethren. 
Others  again,  who  were  newly  confined, 
not  being  inured  to  fufferings,  and  un 
able  to  fupport  the  load,  expired  in  pri- 
fon. 

The  moft  bleflcd  Pothinus,  to  whom 
the  charge  of  the  bifhoprick  of  Lyons 
had  been  committed,  was  more  than 
ninety  years  old,  exceedingly  infirm, 
and  who,  by  reafon  of  bodily  weaknefs, 
could  hardly  be  faid  to  breathe.  Never- 
thelefs  he  became  animated,  and  he  was 
ftrengthened  in  fpirit,  through  his  ear- 
nefl  defire  after  that  martyrdom,  which 

now 
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now  approached  :  he  alfo  was  dragged 
into  judgement,  having  his  body  diflbl- 
ved,  as  it  were,  through  age  and  mala 
dies  ;  yet  ftill  retaining  life  for  the  exal 
tation  and  triumph  of  Chrift.  He  was 
earned  before  the  judgement-feat  by  the 
foldiers,  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  fol 
lowing  him,  and  the  whole  multitude 
of  the  people  making  all  manner  of  ex 
clamations  againfl  him,  as  if  he  had  been 
Chrift  himfelf ;  and  there  did  he  utter  a 
good  confeflion  :  for  when  the  governor 
demanded  of  him,  "  Who  was  the  God 
"  of  the  Chriftians  ?"  he  anfwercd,  "  If 
u  thou  art  worthy,  thou  malt  know.'* 
And  after  this  he  was  unmercifully 
dragged  about ;  and  he  endured  many 
blows :  for  they  who  were  near,  did  e- 
vil  entreat  him  with  their  hands  and 
their  feet,  not  reverencing  his  grey  hairs, 
F  2  while 
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while  they  who  were  at  a  diftance  threw 
at  him  whatever  they  could  firft  lay  hold 
of ;  imagining  all  of  them,  that  had  they 
omitted  ought  of  their  contumelious  u- 
fage,  they  would  have  incurred  the  guilt 
of  impiety :  and  thus  they  efteemed 
themfelves  to  be  the  avengers  of  their 
gods.  And  Pothinus,  almofl  expiring, 
was  again  thrown  into  prifon  ;  and  after 
two  days  he  gave  up  the  ghoft. 

And  now  there  enfued  a  mighty  dif- 
penfation  of  God,  and  an  example  of 
the  boundlefs  mercy  of  Chrift  was  exhi 
bited  ;  not  fuch  indeed  as  had  often  oc 
curred  to  the  brethren,  yet  one  that  was 
not  unfuitable  to  the  method  and  art,  as 
-it  were,  of  his  government. 

When  the  brethren  were  firft  appre 
hended,  they  who  had  become  apoftates 
endured  iniprifonment  with  the  reft,  and 

partook 


(     45     ) 

partook  of  their  fufferings ;  neither,  HI 
that  feafon,  did  their  denial  of  Chrifl  a- 
vail  them  ought,  They  who  confefled 
themfelves  to  be  Chriftians  were  fhut  up 
for  that  caufe  alone,  and  no  other  charge 
was  brought  againft  them :  but  the 
others  were  held  in  durance  as  mur 
derers,  and  defiled ;  and  they  received 
twofold  chaflifement.  Thofe  had  their 
forrows  lightened,  through  the  confola- 
tion  of  martyrdom,  and  the  hope  of  the 
promifes,  and  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  the 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Father : 
but  thefs  were  grievoufly  tormented  by 
the  fentence  of  their  own  confciences, 
infomuch  that,  when  they  were  all  brought 
to  judgement,  the  difference  was  to  be 
difcerned  in  their  countenances ;  for  the 
Chriftians  went  on  rejoicing,  with  looks 
intermingled  of  glory  and  abundant 

grace,. 
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grace,  and  their  bonds  feemed  to  be  as 
coftly  ornaments  beftowed  on  them,  as 
"  on  a  bride  adorned  with  trefles  of  gold, 
"  wrought  with  divers  colours;"  and  they 
had  the  fweet  perfume  which  is  of  Chrift; 
infomuch  that  fome  imagined  them  to 
have  been  indeed  anointed  with  oint 
ment.  But  the  apoftates  were  difpirited 
and  abjecl,  woful  in  their  appearance, 
and  altogether  uncomely  ;  and  they  were 
reviled  as  bafe  and  unmanly  by  the  Gen 
tiles  themfelves ;  and  they  bare  the  accu- 
fation  of  murderers,  having  loft  that 
name  which  is  glorious  and  of  great 
price,  and  which  maketh  alive. 

Now  when  the  brethren  faw  thefe 
things,  they  were  ftrengthened  in  mind ; 
and  they  who  were  afterwards  taken  in 
to  cuftody,  permitted  not  the  counfel  of 
the  evil  one  to  enter  into  their  thoughts, 

arid 
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and  without  hefitation  they  acknowled 
ged  that  they  were  Chriftians. 

[After  having  added  fome  other  things^ 
fays  Eufebius,  the  writers  of  the  epiftle 
thus  proceed.] 

The  manner  of  their  departure  through 
martyrdom  was  divers.  Having  plaited 
one  garland  of  every  fort  of  flowers,  and 
of  various  colours,  they  brought  it  be* 
fore  the  Father :  and  now  it  was  fitting, 
that  thofe  refolute  combatants,  who  had 
endured  the  conteft  in  every  form,  and 
had  mightily  overcome,  mould  receive 
the  great  and  incorruptible  crown. 

Maturus,  therefore,  and  Sanftus,  and 
Blandina,  and  Attains,  were  publicly  ex- 
pofed  to  wild  beads,  that  common  fpec- 
tacle  of  Gentile  inhumanity;  and,  to 
that  end,  a  day  for  exhibiting  the  com 
bats  with  wild  beads  was  efpccially  ap 
pointed. 
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pointed.  In  the  amphitheatre  MaturuS 
and  Sandus  again  underwent  every  man 
ner  of  torture,  as  if  hitherto  they  had 
not  fuffered  ought ;  or  rather,  having 
repeatedly  overthrown  their  antagonifl:-, 
and  being  now  to  contend  among  them^ 
felves  for  the  crown,  they  again  paffed 
through  their  wonted  courfe  of  tribula*- 
tion  ;  and  they  were  expofed  to  be  torn 
of  wild  beafts,  and  to  undergo  whatever 
elfe  the  frantic  multitude,  clamouroufly, 
and  after  divers  manners,  ordained  :  and 
thefe  things  having  been  finilhed,  they 
were  placed  in  the  iron  chair ;  and  their 
bodies  were  fo  fcorched,  that  the  noi- 
fome  fmell  of  the  burning  fpread  itfelf  a- 
round.  Neither  even  here  did  the  mul 
titude  ceafe  ;  but  waxing  more  and  more 
outrageous,  they  (trove  to  overcome  the 
perfeverance  of  the  martyrs.  Neverthelefs, 
2  from 
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from  San£lus  they  heard  nothing  befide 
that  confeffion  which  of  aforetime  he 
had  been  wont  to  utter,  [that  he  was  a 
Chriftian]  ;  and  thefe  two  men,  Matu- 
rus  and  Sanctus,  having  continued  alive 
throughout  this  long  and  mighty  contefl, 
were  in  the  end  {lain  with  the  fword. 
Inttead  of  the  variety  exhibited  in  the 
combats  of  gladiators,  they  themftlves, 
during  the  courfe  of  that  day,  were 
made  a  fpeclacle  unto  the  world. 

Blandina  was  fattened  to  a  flake,  and 
hung  from  it,  expofed  as  a  prey  to  the 
wild  beafts  let  loofe  againfl  her ;  and 
when  flie  appeared  in  the  fafhion  of  one 
upon  a  crofs,  earneftly  praying  unto 
God,  fhe  greatly  encouraged  the  other 
.combatants :  for  in  their  fitter,  thus 
.combating  before  their  eyes,  they  be 
held  him  who  was  crucified  for  their 
G  fake, 
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"fake,  that  he  might  affure  all  believers 
in  him,  that  whofoever  fuffereth  for  the 
glory  of  Chrift  hath  perpetual  commu 
nion  with  the  living  God.  And  none 
of  the  wild  beafis  having  offended  her, 
fhe  was  taken  down  from  the  ftake,  and 
again  imprifoned  ;  and  ihe  was  referved 
for  another  combat,  that  fhe  might  iri- 
creafe  the  condemnation  t)f  the  crooked 
ferpent,  and  by  her  example  might  ani 
mate  the  brethren.  This  perfon,  in  her- 
ielf  mean  and  infirm,  and  wholly  defpi- 
fed,  was  clothed  with  the  ftrength  of 
Chrift,  the  mighty  and  unconquerable 
champion ;  and  me  divers  times  over 
came  the  adverfary,  and  was  crowned 
with  an  incorruptible  garland. 

Attalus  alfo  was  vehemently  fought  for 
by  the  multitude  :  an  eminent  perfon  he 
was  5  and  he  entered  the  lifts  as  a  com 
batant 


batant  well  prepared  through  the  tefti- 
mony  of  a  good  confcience  ;  for  he  had 
been  completely  exercifed  in   the  Chri- 
ftian  difcipline,   and  had  ever  borne  wit- 
nefs  to  the  truth   among  us.     And  he 
was  led  round  the  amphitheatre;   and 
they  carried  a  tablet  before  him,  where 
on  there  was  written  in  the  Roman  lan 
guage,  "  This  is  Attalus  the  Chriftian." 
And  the  multitude  fwelled  with  indigna 
tion   againfl  him.     But  the   governor, 
when  he  learnt  that  he  was  a  Roman, 
commanded  him,  together  with  the  o- 
thers,  to  be  reconduded  to  prifon.     He 
fent  to  inquire  of  the  Emperor   what 
iflipuld  be  done  unto  them  ?  and  he  a- 
waited  his  determination.     This  interval 
,was  not  ufelefs  and  unprofitable  to  the 
prifoners  ;  but,  through  the  patience  of 
thofe  who  had  endured,  the  imineafura- 
G  2  ble 
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ble  compaflion  of  Chrift  became  mani-- 
feft :  for  by  the  living  were  the  dead 
raifed  to  life,  and  the  martyrs  obtained 
favour  for  thofe  who  were  not  martyrs  ; 
and  the  virgin  mother  had  great  joy 
when  ihe  received  alive  again  thofe  whom 
Ihe  had  caft  forth  as  dead.  By  means 
of  the  martyrs  moft  of  the  apoilates  re^ 
turned,  as  it  were,  into  their  mother's 
womb,  and  were  formed  anew,  and  re 
vived,  and  they  were  taught  to  confefs 
the  truth  in  Chrift ;  and  being  now  re- 
ftored  to  life,  and  having  their  fpirits 
braced,  they  repaired  to  the  judgement- 
feat,  to  be  once  more  queftioned  by  the 
governor.  Thai,  God,  who  willeth  not 
the  death  of  a  finner,  and  who  is  mer 
ciful  in  calling  men  to  repentance,  took 
away  the  root  of  bitternefs  which  was  in 
them. 

And 
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And  a  command  came  from  the  Em 
peror,  "  That  they  who  confeffed  Chrifl 
!<*  mould  be  put  to  death  ;  but  that  they 
"  who  denied  him  mould  be  fet  at  liber- 
"  ty."  And  it  was  now  the  feafon  of 
the  general  convention  at  Lyons,  whi 
ther  the  men  of  different  nations  are 
wont,  from  all  quarters,  to  croud  in. 
On  that  occafion  the  governor  ordered 
the  bleifed  martyrs  to  be  brought  before 
the  judgement-feat,  and  he  exhibited 
them  as  a  theatrical  mew  to  the  afTem- 
bled  multitudes  :  he  queftioned  them  a- 
new,  and  he  caufed  ail  thofe  to  be  be 
headed  who  were  found  to  have  the 
right  of  Roman  citizens ;  but  as  for  the 
reft,  he  expofed  them  to  wild  beafts,  and 
Chrift  was  mightily  glorified  in  thofe 
who  had  formerly  denied,  but  now,  con 
trary  to  the  expectation  of  the  Gentiles, 

acknowledged 


(     54    ) 

ackno\vledged  him:  for  when  thefe  men, 
about  to  be  difmiffed,  had  the  queftion 
feparately  put  to  them,  fome  confefled 
their  faith  in  Chrift,  and  were  numbered 
•with  the  martyrs.  But  they  who  had  no 
traces  of  the  Chriftian  belief  in  them, 
nor  knowledge  of  the  wedding- garment, 
nor  understanding  of  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  remained  without*  Thefe  were 
fons  of  perdition,  who,  by  their  conver- 
fation,  brought  an  evil  report  of  our 

way.     But  the  rell  were  added  unto  the 

,       , 
cnurch* 

iin*>f*i3>j9D£r 
And  there  was  a  certain  man,  named 

Alexander,  a  native  of  Phrygia,  and  by 
profeflion  a  phyfician,  who  had  fojourn- 
ed  in  Gaul  for  many  years :  he  was  uni- 
verfally  known  for  his  love  towards  God, 
and  his  boldnefs  in  proclaiming  the  word  j 
and  he  was  not  without  a  portion  of  «^ 

poftolical 
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poftolical  grace.  When  they  who  had 
formerly  apoftatized  were  interrogated 
by  the  governor,  Alexander  flood  near 
the  judgement-feat,  and,  by  figns,  en 
couraged  them  to  make  confeffion  of  the 
faith,  appearing  unto  the  byflanders  like 
one  in  travel.  But  the  multitude,  grie- 
voufly  offended,  that  they  who  had  for 
merly  denied,  mould  now  confefs  the 
faith,  exclaimed  againft  Alexander  as 
the  author  of  this  change.  And  the  go 
vernor  ordered  him  to  be  brought  into 
judgement,  and  demanded  who  he  was? 
.and  when  he  faid,  "  A  Chriftian,"  the 
governor  was  wroth,  and  decreed  him 
to  be  expofed  to  the  wild  beafts.  And 
on  the  day  following  Alexander  entered 
into  the  amphitheatre,  together  with  At- 
talus;  for  the  governor,  willing  to  do 
pleafore  to  the  multitude,  had  again  con 
demned 
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demned  Attalus  to  be  expofed  to  wild 
beafls.  In  the  amphitheatre  both  un 
derwent  whatever  torture  could  be  devi- 
fed  ;  and  having  endured  this  exceeding 
conteft,  both  were  flain  with  the  fword. 
Alexander  all  the  while  uttered  not  a 
groan,  neither  fpake  he  ought ;  but  in 
his  heart  he  held  converfe  with  God. 
But  Attalus,  when  he  was  placed  in  the 
iron  chair,  and  the  fmell  of  his  fcorched 
body  was  fpread  around,  fpake  to  the 
multitude  in  the  Roman  language :  "  This 
*'  which  you  do  is  indeed  to  devour  men.: 
"  but  as  for  us,  we  devour  not  men; 
"  neither  commit  we  any  other  manner 
"  of  wickednefs."  And  having  been 
afked,  u  What  was  the  name  of  [his] 
<c  God  ?"  he  made  anfwer,  «  God  hath 
"  not  a  name,  as  men  have." 

And  after  all  thefe,  on  the  lafl  day  of 
i  the 
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the  public  mews,  Blandina  was  again 
brought  in,  together  with  Ponticus,  a 
youth  about  fifteen  years  old.  Day  af 
ter  day  they  had  been  conducted  into  the 
amphitheatre,  that  they  might  be  fpecta- 
tors  of  the  tortures  inflicted  on  the  bre 
thren  ;  and  now  they  were  ilraitly  re 
quired  to  fwear  by  the  Gentile  idols  ;  and 
becaufe  that  they  ftedfaftly  perfeveredr 
and  fet  the  idols  at  nought,  the  multi 
tude  became  as  wild  beads  towards  themy 
fo  as  neither  to  pity  the  tender  years  of 
Ponticus,  nor  to  reverence  the  fex  of 
Blandina^  And  they  expofed  Ponticus 
and  Blandina  to  whatever  was  horrible 
in  punimment  -,  and  they  led  them  round 
the  whole  circle  of  tortures,  ftriving  frorn 
time  to  time  to  conflrain  them  to  fwear. 
Neverthelefs  they  ftrove  in  vain :  for 
Ponticus,  as  the  Heathens  themfelves 
H 
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faw,  was  animated  by  the  exhortations 
of  his  lifter ;  and  having  courageouily 
endured  every  torture,  gave  up  the  ghoft. 
The  bleffed  Blandina,  the  laft  of  the 
whole,  was  as  a  noble-fpirited  matron, 
who  had  encouraged  her  children  to  the 
combat,  and  had  fent  them  before  her 
vi&orious  unto  the  throne  of  the  King. 
Having  again  meafured  that  courfe  which 
her  children  had  trod,  and  having  com 
bated  as  they  had  combated,  me  haften- 
ed  unto  them  with  joy  and  exaltation  in 
her  departure,  as  if  me  had  been  bidden 
to  a  marriage-banquet, .  and  not  expofed 
a  prey  to  wild  beafls.  And  after  me 
had  endured  fcourging,  and  had  been 
expofed  to  wild  beafts,  and  had  been 
fcorched  in  the  iron  chair,  me  was  at 
length  inclofed  in  a  net,  and  thrown  be 
fore  a  bull :  and  the  bull  often  times 

tofied 


C    59    ) 

tbffed  her  aloft ;  howbeit  flie  felt  none  of 
thefe  things ;  for  fhe  was  full  of  hope,  and 
by  faith  laid  held  on  the  promifes,  and 
held  coiiverfe  with  Chrift.  In  the  end 
fhe  was  flaughtered  as  a  victim,  and  ex 
pired. 

The  Heathens  themfelves  acknowled 
ged,  that  never  did  woman  among  them 
^endure  fo  much  as  Blandina  endured  ; 
yet  flill  their  madnefs  and  their  cruelty 
towards  the  faints  was  not  fatiated  :  for 
a  favage  and  barbarous  people,  once  ex 
cited  by  the  Devouring  Bead,  can  hard 
ly  be  appeafed.  They  accordingly  fought 
a  new  occafion  of  infulting  the  bodies  of 
the  martyrs  ;  for  they  felt  no  fhame  in 
being  overcome  by  them,  inafmuch  as 
they  were  devoid  of  human  fenfe.  On 
the  contrary,  this  inflamed  their  rage, 
•as  if  it  had  been  that  of  a  wild  beaft, 
II  2  both 
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both  governor  and  people  equally  mani- 
fefting  their  unjuft  enmity  againft  us, 
that  the  fcripture  might  be  fulfilled  v 
"  He  that  is  unjuft,  let  him  be  unjuft 
"  ftill  ;  and  he  that  is  righteous,  let  him 
"  be  righteous  ftill."  They  threw  to 
the  dogs  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  had 
been  fuffbcated  in  prifon  ;  and  they  kept 
diligent  watch,  day  and  night,  left  any 
of  us  mould  beftow  fepulture  on  them. 
They  then  laid  out  the  mangled  and 
burnt  remains  of  the  martyrs,  and  what 
ever  the  wild  beafts  had  not  devoured, 
or  the  fire  had  not  confumed,  together 
with  the  heads  of  thofe  who  had  been 
beheaded,  and  the  trunks  of  their  bo 
dies,  and  they  kept  them  unburied  for 
fundry  days,  under  the  charge  of  a  mi 
litary  guard.  And  fome  were  filled  with 
indignation,  and  gnamed  their  teeth  a- 

gainft 


gainft  the  remains  of  the  martyrs,  as  if 
they  had  (till  fought  for  more  abundant 
revenge.  Others  derided  and  infulted 
them,  magnifying  their  idols,  and  afcri- 
bing  the  punimmerit  infli&ed  on  the  Chri- 
ftians  to  their  power.  There  were  per- 
fons  of  a  milder  difpofition,  who  feemed 
in  fome  fort  to  fympathize  with  us ; 
yet  they  alfo  grievoufly  upbraided  us,  fay- 
in0\  "  Where  now  is  their  God  ?  and 

o' 

"  what  hath  that  religion  profited  them, 
"  which  they  preferred  above  life  itfelf." 
Such  was  the  diver fity  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  Gentiles  towards  us.  But  we 
were  mightily  grieved  that  we  could  not 
bury  the  bodies  :  for  neither  did  the 
darknefs  of  night  afford  any  aid  unto  us, 
nor  could  money  or  intreaty  perfuade. 
The  Gentiles  watched  the  bodies  with 
all  diligence,  as  if  to  deprive  them  of 

fepulture 


fepulture  had  been  a  matter  of  great 
gain. 

[After  having  added  fome  other 
things,  fays  Eufebius,  they  thus  pro- 
-ceed.] 

After  the  bodies  of  the  martyrs  had 
been  expofed  during  fix  days,  the  un 
godly  burnt  them,  and  fcattered  the 
afhes  in  the  river  Rhone,  which  floweth 
by  the  city,  that  no  remains  of  them 
might  be  vifible  upon  earth.  And  thefe 
things  they  did,  as  if  they  had  been  a- 
ble  to  vanquifh  God,  and  prevent  the 
martyrs  from  rifing  again*  "  That,  as 
"  certain  among  the  Gentiles  fpake, 
<c  they  might  be  deprived  of  the  hope 
"  of  that  refurredion,  in  confidence  of 
<c  which  they  have  introduced  among  us 
*c  a  foreign  and  a  new  religion,  have 
<;  contemned  whatever  is  terrible  in  tor- 

"  tures 


«*  ture,  and  with  readinefs  and  joy  have 

"  encountered  death.     Now  let  us  fee, 

"  whether   they  will   arife   again,   and 

"  whether  their   God  is   able  to  help 

"  them,  and  to  refcue  them  out  of  ouc 

«  hands." 


A  P. 


?/*7*fiT  **fh  n'f  •'"">*  rfit 
APPENDIX, 


[Eufebius,  b.  5.  c.  2,  3.  has  prefer- 
vcd  the  following  detached  paffages  of 
the  epiflle  from  the  Chriflians  of  Lyons 
and  Vienne  to  the  Afiatic  churches  : 
they  appear  to  have  made  part  of  a  fup- 
plement  to  the  general  narrative  of  the 
fufferings  of  the  martyrs.] 

—  So  zealoufly  did  they  imitate 
Chrift  ;  "  who,  being  in  the  form  of 
"  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  e- 
"  qual  with  God,"  [&c.]  ;  that  when 
they  were  in  fuch  high  honour,  and  had 
given  their  teftimony,  not  once  alone,  or 
twice,  but  divers  times  ;  when,  after 
having  been  expofed  to  wild  beafts,  they 
had  been  again  imprifoned,  and  when 
2  they 


they  bare  about  with  them  the  marks  of 
-burnings,  and  bruifes,  and  wounds,  all 
over  their  bodies  ;  yet  did  they  neither 
proclaim  themfelves  to  be  martyrs,  nor 
would  they  permit  us  to  addrefs  them  by 
that  name ;  and  as  often  as  any  of  us 
did  it,  either  by  writing  or  in  difcourfe, 
they  fharply  rebuked  us :  but  moft  wil 
lingly  did  they  appropriate  that  name  un 
to  Chrift,  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs, 
the  firft  born  from  the  dead,  and  the 
leader  to  that  life  which  is  of  God.  And 
they  reminded  us  of  the  witnefles  already 
departed,  faying,  "  Thefe  even  now  are 
"  ivitnejfis,  whom,  in  the  very  act  of 
"  confeffion,  Chrift  hath  vouchfafed  to 
"  take  unto  himfelf,  fetting  his  feal  to 
"  their  teftimony  in  their  paflage  hence; 
"  but  as  for  us,  we  are  mean  and  low- 
'*  ly  confeffors : "  and  with  tears  they 
I  befought 
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befought  the  brethren,  that  earneft  pray 
ers  might  be  made  for  their  being  per 
fected.  They  indeed  {hewed  forth  the 
power  of  the  teftimony,  demeaning  them- 
feives  with  much  boldnefs  towards  all  the 
Heathens,  and  by  patience  and  intrepi 
dity  was  the  noblenefs  of  their  minds 
made  known.  But  being  filled  with  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  they  refufed  the  name 
of  witnefles  when  beflowed  by  the  bre 
thren. 

They  humbled  themfelves  un 
der  the  mighty  Jiand  of  God,  by 
which  they  are  now  exalted  :  they  ju- 
flified  themfelves  unto  all ;  but  they  ao 
cufed  none  :  they  loofed  all  j  but  they 
bound  none  :  and,  after  the  manner  of 
Stephen,  that  perfect  martyr,  they  pray 
ed  for  thofe  who  grievoufly  tormented 
them,  "  Lord,  lay  not  this  fin  to  their 

"  charge," 


(    67    ) 

c*  charge."  Now,  if  he  prayed  for  thofe 
who  (toned  him,  how  much  more  for 
the  brethren  ? 

Moreover,  their  moft  vehement 

conteft  with  him  [the  evil  one]  was  by 
reafon  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  brother 
ly  kindnefs,  that  the  beafl  being  flran- 
gkd,  might  difgorge  thofe  whom  he 
thought  to  have  already  devoured.  They 
aifumed  no  glory  to  themfelves  from  the 
fall  of  others ;  but,  with  thofe  things 
wherein  they  abounded,  they  liberally 
miniftered  unto  the  needy,  having  ten 
der  companion  toward- them,  and  pour 
ing  forth  many  tears  in  their  behalf  be 
fore  the  Father.  They  afked  life,  and 
he  gave  it ;  and  of  it  they  caufed  their 
neighbours  to  partake.  And  having 
been  victorious  over  all,  having  ever  lo 
ved  peace,  and  ever  exhorted  us  to 
I  2,  peace-. 
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peace,  in  peace  they  departed  unto  God. 
They  left  no  for  row  to  their  mother,  nor 
faction  and  contefls  among  their  bre 
thren,  but  contrariwife,  joy,  and  peace, 
and  unity  of  mind,  and  love. 

— — Alcibiades,  one  of  the  number  of 
the  martyrs,  was  wont  to  lead  a  life  of 
feverity  and  mortification  ;  and  in  times 
pad  he  had  fed  on  bread  and  water  on 
ly.  This  alfo  he  attempted  to  do  while 
in  prifon  ;  but  it  was  revealed  unto  At- 
talus,  after  he  had  performed  his  firfl 
combat  in  the  amphitheatre,  that  herein 
Alcibiades  did  not  well ;  becaufe  he  u- 
fcd  not  the  creatures  of  God,  and  left 
an  example  of  offence  unto  others.  And 
Alcibiades  was  perfuaded,  and  he  par 
took  of  food,  making  no  difference,  and 
rendering  thanks.  For  the  grace  of  God 
regarded  thefe  men  j  and  the  Holy  Spi 
rit  was  their  counfellor, 

NOTES 


NOTES  and  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Pag.  i. 

<f  To  the  church  of  God  in  Philadelphia." 
This  was  a  circular  epiftle,  fent  from  the 
church  of  Smyrna  to  the  churches  of  Afia. 
The  copy,  which  Eufebius  ufed,  was  addreff- 
ed  to  the  church  of  Philomelium. 

"  We  write  unto  you."  In  the  original 
it  is,  "  We  have  written  unto  you."  To 
obviate  any  ambiguity,  I  have  followed  the 
idiom  of  the  Englifh  language. 

"  Who  appeafed  the  perfecution,  fealing 
"  it  up,  as  it  were,  by  his  teftimony."  The 
meaning  is,  "  That  as  Polycarp  was  the  laft 
c*  perfon  who  fullered,  the  perfecution  might 
'*  be  faid,  to  have  been  completed  by  his 
"  death."  Archbifhop  Wake  renders  the 
paitage  thus  :  «  Who  by  his  fufferings  put 
*  an  end  to  the  perfecution  -,  fetting,  as  it 
<<  -were,  his  fed  to  it."  In  common  lan 
guage, 
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guage,  to  fet  one's  feal  to  a  thing,  implies',, 
to  ratify  it,  or  to  acknowledge  its  validity. 
This,  however,  is  wide  of  the  fenfe  of  the 
words  ttnff|ay/Va{  T,I  ju.a.^rv^'oc.  diflv. 

Pag.  2. 

'*  This  indeed  is  true  and  ftedfail  brother- 
c*  ly  kindnefs,"  &c.  Here  is  a  portion  of 
evangelical  doctrine,  which  feems  to  be  ap 
plied  in  a  confufed  and  einbaraffed  manner. 
We  often  fee  the  moral  precepts  of  the  go- 
fpel  quoted  loofely  and  unconneftedly  by  the 
writers  of  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  Of 
this  there  are  many  examples  in  Clemens 
Romanus,  and  in  the  epiftle  of  Polycarp.  It 
may  not  be  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that 
between  the  ftyle  of  the  apoftolical  fathers, 
and  that  of  the  apoftles,  there  is  a  mod 
difcernible  difference.  For  example,  let  a- 
ny  one  compare  Clemens  Romanus,  Igna 
tius,  and  Polycarp,  with  the  JGrft  epiftle  of 
Peter.  He  who  has  made  the  comparifon,. 


(     7'     ) 

-will  perceive  the  concluilon  which  ought  to 
be  drawn  from  it. 

Pag.  3. 

"  The  byftanders  pitied  and  bewailed 
"  them."  This  is  elegantly  paraphrafed  by 
'•the  ancient  interpreter ;  who,  in  general,  ap 
pears  to  have  had  fmall  knowledge  of  the 
.language  from  which  he  made  his  para- 
phrafe.  "  Ut  ipfa  etiam  corona  popularis 
"  vifo  fleret  tantce  crudelitatis  horrore,  nee 
^  fine  lachrymis  poiTet  afpicere,  quod  fieri 
"  ipfa  voluifiet."  i.e.  "  The  furrounding 
41  crouds  beheld  this  excefs  of  cruelty  with 
"  horror,  and  could  not  abftain  from  tears 
"  at  a  fpectacle  which  themfelves  had  de- 
•"  manded." 

"  Unto  them  the  fire,  adminiftered  by 
"  their  cruel  tormentors,  was  as  if  it  had 
**  been  cold."  Thefe  words  do  not  merit 
the  cenfure  of  candid  and  intelligent  critics. 
And  yet  it  has  been  remarked,  "  That  that 
"  fire,  which  would  have  fcorched  an  unbe- 

u  liever, 


"  liever,  appears  to  have  proved  cool  and 
"  pleafant  to  the  godly."  Any  one  who 
has  a  moderate  fhare  of  critical  knowledge, 
and  of  candor,  muft  perceive,  that  the  ex- 
preffion,  the  fire  -was  cold,  or,  as  if  it 
had  been  cold,  is  ufed  in  a  comparative  fenfe  ; 
and  that  it  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the 
properties  of  fire.  Were  it  literally  under- 
ftood,  it  would  contradict  the  words  which 
the  writer  of  the  epiftle  had  juft  ufed. 
"  They  defpifed  the  torments  of  this  -world^ 
€t  and,  through  endurance  for  one  hour,  re- 
"  deemed  them/elves  from  -everlafting  punifh- 
«  ment." 

Betides,  as  it  was  the  intention  of  the  e- 
piftle  to  extol  the  patience  of  the  martyrs  in 
enduring  torture,  it  would  have  been  imper 
tinent  and  abfurd  to  have  represented  the 
fire  as  become  incapable  of  inflicting  torture. 
Thus  the  beft  refutation  of  fo  pitiful  a  cavil 
is  to  be  found  in  the  words  of  the  text  it- 
ielf. 

I  Pa.  4« 
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Pag,  4. 

<£  In  like  manner,  after  they  were  con- 
"  demned  to  be  expofed  to  wild  beafts." 
,A.rchbi{hop  Wake  renders  the  words  thus  ; 
'"  In  like  manner,  thofe  who  were  con- 
*f  demned  to  the  beafts,  and  kept  a  long 
"  time  in  prifon"  He  fuppofed,  that  the 
perfons,  of  whom  the  epiftle  had  hitherto 
fpoken,  were  burnt  alive,  and  that  others 
were  expofed  to  wild  beafts.  This  I  ima 
gine  to  be  altogether  erroneous.  The  pui> 
pofe  of  the  fire  was  to  force  the  Chriftians 
to  apoftatife ;  but  the  fire  was  not  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  thofe  who  perfevered  in  the 
faith.  The  expreflion,  kept  a  long  time  in 
prifon,  is  an  interpolation,  without  authori 
ty  from,  the  text.  It  is  true,  that  the  word 
Xfbyov  occurs  in  the  Greek,  but  nothing  fol 
lows  which  can  be  connected  with  that 
word  -9  and  it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  Iv-xticr, 
or  fomething  fimilar,  ought  to  be  put  in  its 
place. 

K  "  Sharp 
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«'  Sharp  (hells."  Archbifliop  Wake  fays,. 
"  fharp  fpikes."  Were  it  proper  to  moder 
nize  the  narrative,  broken  bottles  would  give 
an  Engliih  reader  a  competent  notion  of  the 
nature  of  this  fpecies  of  torture. 

Pag.  5. 

«:  The  Proconiul."  L.  Statius  Quadra- 
tus,  who  was  conful  under  Antoninus  Pius, 
A.  U.  C-  895.  Valefrus,  not.  ad  Eufeb. 
1.  iv.  p- 7 1-  fhews,  that  Statius  Quadratus 
was  procanful  in  Afia,  in  the  feventh  year 
of  Marcus  Aurelius,  Poliio  in  the  eighth^ 
and  Severus  in  the  ninth. 

",  To  have  p'yy  on  his  youth."  TM  >j\/- 
x/«y  dun  KOLloiKityai.  "  His  time  of  life." 
For  the  proconful  ufed  the  fame  expreffion 
in  fpeaking  to  the  aged  Polycarp.  It  is 
plain  from  the  narrative,  that  Germanicus 
was  in  the  full  vigour  of  life ;  I  have  there 
fore  followed  Valefins,  and  tranflated  jj\«c/a 
by  the  word  youth. 

Pag.  6, 
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Pag.  6. 
'    c<  This  man  had  prevailed  on  himfelf,"  &c. 

»l//0ff    Ofe    V\V   0   7T  Ct<a.fi  I  WCt  AW  OS    \OLV\bv    Tl    KOil 


biofe.  Quintus  had  ufed  efforts 
to  get  the  better  of  his  own  fears,  and  of  the 
fears  of  the  other  perfons  whom  he  perfua- 
ded  to  appear  with  him  before  the  procon- 
ful,  of  their  own  accord,  without  waiting 
to  be  dragged  before  the  tribunal  by  their 
accufers.  This  feems  to  be  the  import  of 
the  pafTage. 

<c  For  the  gofpel  hath  not  fo  taught." 
This  alludes  to  the  evangelical  precept  of 
flying  from  perfecution.  The  Chriflians  of 
Smyrna  repeatedly  inculcate  this  precept. 
They  had  feen,  that  the  perfons  who  were 
moft  eager  to  prefent  themfelves  before  the 
judgement-feat  of  the  Heathen  magiftrate, 
were  the  apteft  to  {brink  at  the  approach  of 
tortures  ;  and  that  the  warmefl  fpirits  were 
not  the  moft  reiblute. 

K  2  Pag.  7. 
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Pag.  7. 

"  Indeed  he  could  not  be  concealed  ;  for 
"  they  who  betrayed  him  were  of  his  own 
<(  houfehold."  I  have  fometimes  thought, 
that  this  was  an  interpolated  paiTage.  There 
is  no  reafon  for  believing,  that  the  lad  here 
mentioned  was,  properly  fpeaking,  of  the 
houfehold  of  Polycarp.  Betides,  a  lad  who 
was  conftrained  by  tortures  to  reveal  the 
lurking-place  of  Polycarp,  jean  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  have  betrayed  him,  in  the  fenfe  of 
the  pafTage  of  fcripture  to  which  the  writer 
alludes. 

Pag.  8. 

u  Irenarch."  It  was  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Irenarcbg,  other  where  called  Prapofiti  pa 
ds,  to  fearch  for  and  apprehend  feditious 
perfons,  and  thofe  who  difturbed  the  public 
tranquillity.  Archbifhop  Wake  has  on  the 
margin,  Jitjlice  of  the  peacey  which  does  by 
no  means  give  a  proper  notion  of  the  office. 
Bifliop  Parker  mifUkcs  the  nature  of  the  of- 

jfice, 
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fice,  and  the  character  of  Herod  the  Ire* 
narch  ;  for  he  fays,  that  <c  Polycarp  was  ap- 
*'  prehended  by  a  fanatic  and  hot-headed  ju- 
"  ftice  of  the  peace?  See  Demonftration  of 

the  divine  authority  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 

P-  383- 

We  have  no  officer  of  the  law  with  us, 
whofe  duty  is  precifely  the  fame  with  that 
of  Irenarch  ;  although  we  have  different  of 
ficers  who  may  occafionally  difcharge  the 
fame  fort  of  duty.  The  office  is  better  known 
on  the  continent. 

In  the  original  there  is  added  p  xa/  xxn- 
fovojULo^,  which  means  one  eleclcd  or  chofen* 
I  know  not  what  particular  office  is  here  un- 
derflood.  Smith,  in  his  notes  on  the  epiflle 
of  the  church  of  Srriyrna,  has  endeavoured 
to  explain  the  pafTage  ;  but  his  intei'pretation 
(hews,  that  he  was  not  mafler  of  the  fub- 


Pag.  ir. 
"  His  leg  was  wounded."    6;V  xa/ 

YOU 
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vou  TO  wlwv/jttor.  Literally,  <e  fo  that  his  fkin 
'"  was  ftripped,"  ut  ei  tibia  cute  nudaretur.  I 
know  not  why  Archbifhop  Wake  fhould 
have  tranflated  it,  "  he  hurt  his  thigh." 

<c  As  he  entered  in,  there  came  a  voice 
<c  from  heaven,"  &c.  Various  have  been 
the  fentiments  of  learned  men  concerning 
this  part  of  the  narrative. 

1 .  It  has  been  hinted,  that  the    ftory  of 
the  voice  is  altogether  fictitious. 

2.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  fome  one  of 
the  Chriftian  byftanders  uttered  the  words. 

3.  Others  hold  the  voice  to  have  been  mi 
raculous. 

I.  Dr  Middleton  appears  to  have  inclined 
to  the  firft  opinion.  He  fays,  p.  124. 
**  When  Polycarp  was  entering  the  lifts,  in 
<c  which  he  "was  to  be  burnt,  there  luas  fo 
«  great  a  tumult  that  no  body  could  be  heard. 
*c  But  there  came  a  voice  to  him  from  hea- 
e<  ven,  faying,  Be  ftrong^  Polycarp,  and 
^  acquit  thyfelf  like  a  man  :  and  though  no 

{<  body 
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**•  body  faw  who  it  was  that  fpake  ;  yet 
"  ny  of  the  brethren  beard  the  voice" 

The  meaning  of  this  eminent  controverfifl 
feems  to  be,  "  That,  according  to  the  epi- 
"  ftle  from  the  church  of  Smyrna,  many  of 
"  the  brethren  heard  the  words ;  while,  at 
"  the  fame  time,  there  was  fuch  a  tumult 
"  that  no  one  could  be  heard  :  and  that 
11  there  is  a  contradiction  in  this  which 
"  muft  weaken  the  authority  of  the  narra- 
"  tive." 

As  to  this,  it  will  be  obferved,  i.That 
the  contradiction  is  not  in  the  original  nar 
rative,  but  arifes  merely  from  the  manner  of 
abridging  it.  The  brethren  heard  the  voice 
while  Polycarp  was  entering  into  the  fta- 
dium ;  but  the  uproar  of  the  enthuliaftic 
and  unfeeling  multitude  arofe  when  Poly- 
carp  appeared  within  the  ftadium. 

2.  When  the  writers  of  the  epiftle  faid, 
"  That  there  was  fo  great  a  tumult  that  no 
"  one  could  be  heard,"  it  is  probable,  that 

they 


c  so  > 

iiitw  in?ftihio:mi  ei  t>^T3WQji  .audi     .jrfOjjfi? 
they  meant  no  more,  than  "  that,  for  a  Tea- 
"  fon,    the  noife  and  confulion   were   ex- 
«  ceedingly  great."  bIt|O3 

3.  Dr  Middleton  fhould  not  have  fuppo-, 
fed,  that  the  ftory  contained  any  contradic-r 
tion,  even  according  to  his  own  method  of 
relating  it,  unlefs  he  had  previoufly  proved, 

that  a  voice  from  heaven  cannot  be  heard 
\ 

ami'dft  <c  the  madnefs  of  the  people." 

I  muft  not  difmifs  this  opinion  of  Dr  Mid- 
dleton's  without  making  fome  farther  reflec 
tions  on  it.  i.  He  fays,  <c  That  Polycarp 
<c  entered  the  lifts  in  ivbich  he  was  to  be 
"  burnt"  This  expreffion  may  tend  to  mif- 
lead  an  inattentive  reader  ;  as  it  is  calcula 
ted  to  convey,  the  notion,  <c  that  the  death 
"  of  Polycarp,  by  burning,  was  an  event 
"  expected  at  that  time."  2.  <(  Though  no 
"  body  faw  -who  it  ivas  that  /pake"  is  an 
odd  expreflion.  It  feems  to  have  been  em 
ployed,  in  order  to  have  it  believed,  that  the 
words  were  uttered  by  fome  one  of  the  fpec- 
2  tators. 
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tutors.  This,  however,  is  inconflftent  with 
what  Dr  Middleton  infinuates,  that  in  the 
confufion  which  then  prevailed  no  words 
could  be  heard.  3.  He  fays,  "  Yet  many  of 
the  brethren  heard  the  voice"  Hence  he 
feems  to  infer,  that"  there  were  Chriftians 
prefent  who  did  not  hear  the  voice.  Of 
this,  however,  there  is  no  fuHicient  evi 
dence.  The  words  of  the  epiftie,  as  pu- 
blifhed  by  Archbiihop  Ufhcr,  are  :  rw  </"* 
yuvvv  rcoy  ^uir'c^uy  01  TrxfMTn;  Y!K.xcc'.v.  Ihe 
obvious  fenfe  of  which  is,  that  "  fuch  of 
"  our  people  as  were  prefent,"  or  c<  the 
l(  brethren  prefent,  heard  the  voice."  Eu- 
fcbius  has,  TW  yiutTipwv  01  TTOKKOI  TrtteMTu;, 
which  means,  "  the  multitude  of  the  bre- 
<l  thren  who  were  prefent ;"  or,  <c  the  bre- 
<c  thren,  who  were  there  in  great  numbers." 

II.  It   has  been    fuppofed,    "  That  fome 
"  one  of  the   Chriilian  byftanders  uttered^ 
"  the  words." 

Of  this  opinion  Le  Clerc  appears  to  have 
L-.  been- 


been :  *'  Vocem  audivit  opz  forth  effe  et  vi- 
"  rillter  fe  gerere  jubebatur,  quse,  cum  a 
f  quo  prof  eft  a  ej/et,  animadvert  iffet  nemo,  e 
"  coelo  mifla  effe  credita  eft."  Hift;  Ecckf. 
p.  726. 

The  opinion  of  Le  Clerc  has  been  follow 
ed  by  many  whom  it  is  unneceffary  to  men 
tion. 

There  may  be  truth  in  this  conjecture^ 
The  ftadium  at  Smyrna  was  iituated  on  the 
fide  of  an  eminence ;  hence  words  uttered 
from  that  eminence  may  have  feemed  to  have 
iffued  from  heaven,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
perfons  who  ftood  at  the  entrance  into  the 
ftadium. 

After  iixtcen  hundred  years  have  elapfed, 
we  read  oF  the  martyrdom  of  Polycarp  in 
the  retirement  and  quiet  of  cur  clofets.  The 
ftory  may  chance  for  a  while,  to  affect  the 
fenilbility  of  our  nature  \  yet  the  imprtflioa 
is  ibon  effaced  by  the  remembrance  of  other, 
events,  more  imerefting,  becaufe  more  r£*> 

cent.. 
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cent.  In  a  far  different  manner  were  the 
minds  of  the  difciples  of  Polycarp  agitated 
at  that  important  moment,  when  they  faw 
him  entering  the  ftadium.  It  was  not  ftrange 
that  they  fhould  look  for  fome  remarkable 
circumftances  to  accompany  the  fufferings 
and  death  of  their  aged  and  venerable  pa- 
flor. 

In  this  fituation  of  mind,  and  with  fuch 
-expectations,  they  might  poflibly  confider 
that  to  be  miraculous,  which  we,  in  the 
hour  of  cold  reflection,  may  afcribe  to  na 
tural  caufes.  A  zealous  and  affectionate 
Chriflian  might  have  cried  out,  «  Be  of 
"good  courage,  Polycarp,  and  quit  thy- 
*<  felf  like  a  man."  The  words  in  the  ori 
ginal  are  more  concife  and  forcible,  "tcxvt, 

fl'OM/JtafTtj     KCtl    t&^fffy. 

The  Chriftians  of  Smyrna  heard  thofe  en 
couraging  words,   but  faw  not  from  whence 
they  proceeded  :   they  therefore  concluded, 
that  it  was  a  voice  from  heaven,  comforting 
L  2  the 
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•the  champion  of  their  faith  in  the  hour  of 
fevereft  trial.  This  maybe  termed  credulity 
by  fome  ;  but  it  is  not  the  credulity  of  vi- 
iionaries,  who  imagine  that  they  hear  words 
which  are  not  fpoken,  or  who  afcribe  words 
to  the  Divinity  unworthy  of , his  nature  and 
attributes.  The  voice,  be  it  miraculous-  CUE 
l>e  it  natural,  uttered  a  femiment  grave  and 
elevated,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  fo- 
lemnity.oi  the  occaiion. 

,111.  Others,  ..however,  hold  the  voice  to 
have  been  miraculous. 

It  might  feem  prefumptuous  to  fay,  that 
the  voice  could  not  be  fu  per  natural.  We 
have  no  authority  to  limit  the  operations  of 
the  Deity,  and  he  may  interpofe  in  a  thou- 
fand  ways  where  we  cannot  difcern  the  pro 
priety  of  his  interposition.  Surely  then  it 
would  be  too  bold  for  us  to  determine,  that 
he  did  not,  where  even  we  may  difcern  pro 
priety  in  his  interpolation.  This  fubjecl  me 
rits  a  more  particular  confideration.  I  will 

endeavour 


^endeavour  to  treat  it  on  the  principles  of  a 
-religious  Theift. 

By  a  religious  Theift  >  I  underftand  one  who 
has  no  knowledge  of  Chriftianity,  but  who 
believes  in  the  unity  of  God,  in  his  provi 
dence,  and  moral  attributes  :  one -who  wor- 
ihips  God  alone,  and  confiders  the  adora 
tion  of  inferior  deities  as  proceeding  from 
the  fears  or  caprice  of  the  multitude,  or 
from  the  devices  of  unprincipled  and  crafty 
kgiflators  :  one,  in  a  word,  who  holds,  that 
all  the  blandishments  of  life,  and  even  life 
itfelf,  mil  11  be  renounced  in  the  caufe  of 
truth.  On  the  principles  of  fuch  a  Theift  I 
would  now  attempt  to  argue. 

Ivdeflre  that  I  may  be  underftood  as  fpeak- 
ing  of  a  religious  Theift  \  for  I  well  know/ 
that  there  is  a  different  character,  which  in 
fome  features  may  referable  ;this,  and  that 
is,  a  politic  Theift. 

He  alfo,  as  it  would  feem,  believes  in  the 
amity  of  God,  and  in  his  provideace,  and 

moral 
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tnoral  atributes ;  and  he  holds,  that 
gious  worfhip  is  due  to  God  alone,  to  the 
TO  f/EN.  yet  he  is  not  fo  enamoured  with 
truth  as  to  be  inclined  to  facrifice  all  for  her 
charms.  He  holds,  that  the  vulgar  muft 
worfhip  divinities  as  grofs  as  their  own  ap- 
prehensions ;  that  a  prudent  legiflator  ought 
to  fatisfy  himfelf  with  rendering  fubfervient 
-to  civil  government  thofe  fuperftitions  which 
:he  cannot  fupprefs  ;  and  that  a  wife  man 
fhould  comply  with  the  notions  of  his  age 
and  the  ordinances  of  his  country.  On  the 
principles  of  this  politic  Theifl  I  attempt  not 
to  argue. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  that  a  religious  Theift  had 
been  required  to  venerate  the  goddefs  For 
tune,  and  to  revile  the  memory  of  Marcus 
Antoninus,  would  he  not  have  made  this 
anfwer  ?  "  I  will  not  venerate  an  imaginary 
**  Fortune ;  for  I  believe  in  Providence :  nei- 
"  ther  will  I  revile  the  memory  of  the  di- 
philofopherj  \vlio  has  taught  me  to 


«  fay, 
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**  fay,  Wherefore  Jbould  I  tui/b  to  live  m  a 
"  world  without  a  Cod  and  without  Pravi- 
*'  dence"  Would  not  this  religious  Theift 
have  endured  the  worft  of  tortures  rather 
than  belie  his  fentiments,  difclaim  his  belief 
in  Providence,  and  utter  contumelious  words 
againft  the  great  alTertor  of  that  Providence  ? 
Certainly  he  would  ;  and  his  perfeverance 
would  never  have  been  imputed  to  what  the 
Stoics  term  mtre  objlinacy. 

If  it  fhould  be  objected,  "  That  a  religious 
**  Theift  could  not  be  expofcdto  fuch  a  trial 
M  of  his  conftancy ;  and  that  no  multitude 
u  of  fanatics  could  ever  require  him  to  ve- 
**  nerate  Fortune  as  a  divinity,  or  to  revile 
"  Marcus  Antoninus."  I  anfwer,  by  re 
minding  the  objector  ot  the  words  of  the 
proconful  of  Afia  to  the  aged  Polycarp, 
"  Swear  by  the  fortune  of  Caefar ;  revile 
"  Chrift," 

But  let  us  confider  how  a  religious  Tkeift 
would  aft  in  another  cafe,  which  is  furely 

fuppofeable. 
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fuppofeable.  A  peftilence  rages  in  Ephefus,. 
which  has  baffled  all  the  powers  of  medicine. 
The  defpairing  people,  in  this  extremity  of 
diftrefs,  require  that  procerEons  be  made,  and 
litanies  fung,  in  order  to  obtain  mercy  from 
Diana,  the  averter  of  peftilence,  and  the  tu 
telary  divinity  of  the  Epheiians  :  they  a-lfo  re 
quire,  that  the  image  of  the  Goddefs  which' 
fill  from  heaven  ihould,  on  this  occalion, 
be  venerated  with  peculiar  honour ;  what' 
would  be  the  conduct  of  a  religious  Theift, 
after  he  had  endeavoured  in  vain  to -remove 
himfelf  beyond  the  reach  of  this  idolatrous 
and  enthuflaftic  multitude  ?  he  would  fay, 
'*  Friends,  and  felloe-citizens,  The  pefti- 
"•  lence  is  a  calamity  ariiing  from  natural 
"  caufes,  and  from  the  providence  of  God  ; 
"  your  Diana  is  an  imaginary  being,  who 
<*  can  neither  produce  nor  avert  the  evil 
ft  under  which  you  perifh ;  and  as  for  that- 
'*  image,  which  you  fay  fell  from  heaven, 
«  it  is  in  truth  a  vine ilock,  grubbed  out  o£ 
I.  "  a 


u  a  field  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city.  I 
"  will  not  make  proceffions,  or  ilng  litanies, 
c<  in  honour  of  a  fabulous  divinity ;  neither 
:jc  will  I  venerate  this  worthlefs  image,  to 
"  which  the  craft  of  priefts,  ancf  the  cre- 
*'  dulity  of  the  people,  have  afcribed  a  cele- 
"  ftial  origin."  Would  not  the  enraged 
multitude  have  cried  out,  «*  Away  with  the 
"  ungodly?"  and  would  they  not  have  in 
flicted  all  the  torments  which  fuperftition 
could  devife  on  this  aflertor  of  the  truth  ? 
If,  in  that  moment,  an  unknown  voice  had 
"been  heard,  exhorting  him  to  courage  and 
conftancy,  would  he  not  have  fuppofed,  that 
it  was  feme  thing  divine  ?  and  would  not  the 
favourers  of  his  opinions,  who  beheld  hi3 
courage  and  conftancy,  have  reported  this 
•voice  as  famething  divine,  without  expofing 
themfelves  to  the  fcorn  and  cenfure  of  othei? 
religious'  Thrifts. 

Pag.  ,2. 

"  The  proconful  began  to  exhort  him," 
M  &c.- 
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&c.  We  have  feen  that  this  proconful  was 
L.  Statins  Quadratus,  conful  in  the  reign  ofr. 
Antoninus  Pius,  A.  U.  C.  895.  He  had 
been  a  rhetorician,  and  was  wont  to  make 
extemporary  declamations  on.  the  topics  agi 
tated  in  the  fchools.  Kao^ar/wV  o  vTrctTcs, 
ay  rac  QfcT/xaf  J/r«9eV«f.  Philo- 
y  de  Vit.  Sophift.  ii.  7.  p.  576.  edit. 
Olearii.  This  circumftance  is  remarkable. 
Quadratus  had  been  bred  in  the  fchools  of 
eloquence,  and  was  wont  to  argue  on  either 
fide  of  any  queftion  :  having  now  become 
a  judge,  he  undertook  to  perfuade  or  con 
fute  Polycarp.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  of 
fice  of  judge  under  a  Heathen  government, 
he  could,  with  equal  facility,  have  argued 
f*jr  the*  other  fide,  and  encouraged  Polycarp 
to  perfift  in  his  opinions,  even  on  the  prin 
ciples  of  the  philofophy  which  happened  to 
be  falhionable  in  thofe  times.  It  is  to  be  fo 
mented,  that  fo  little  of  the  rhetor's  argu 
ment  has  been  preferved.  One  tcpic  only 

}L*i»:iJ1  '  . 
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TCmains ;  a  topic  well  adapted  to  the  elo 
quence  of  a  perfon  whofe  ftudies  led  him  to 
fearch  for  what  was  plaufible,  not  for  what 
was  true.  To  Germanicus  he  faid,  "  Have 
'"  pity  on  thy  youth  ; "  but  to  Polycarp, 
"  Reverence  thine M age" 

<{  Swear  by  the  Fortune  of  Cafar"  There 
^vas  a  ftatue  of  Fortune  placed  in  the  bed 
chamber  of  the  Roman  Emperors.  It  ap 
pears  to  have  been  conildered  as  the  palla 
dium  of  the  empire,  and  as  a  fymbol  of  fu- 
preme  power.  Julius  Capitolinus,  in  the 
life  of  Antoninus  Pius,  thusipeaks.  "Ter- 
**  tia  die  cum  fe  gravari  videret,  M.  Anto- 
*<  nino  remp.  et  filiam  pnefentibus  praefeclis 
c<  commendavit,  Fortunamque  auream  qua 
"*c  in  cublculo  principum  poni  folebat,  tranf- 
«{  ferri  ad  eum  jujjlt?  p.  2 1 .  See  alfo  p.  2 5. 
j^Elius  Spartianus,  in  the  life  of  Severus, 
fays,  "  Fortunam  regiaffi,  qua  csmitari  prin- 
*c  -cij>es  ft  in  cubiculis  poni  folebat,  geminare 
M  z  *<  ftatusrat, 


*'  ftatuerat,  ut  facratiffimum  fimulacrum  u- 
"  trique  relinqueret  filiorum."  p.  73, 

To  determine  the  precife  import  offivear- 
ing  by  the  Fortune  of  C afar  is  difficult :  fome 
fort  of  veneration  was  certainly  meant.  It 
may  appear  fingular,  that  Polycarp  fhould 
be  required  to  venerate  Fortune,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  exprefs  his  abhorrence  of  thofe 
who  worfhipped  not  the  gods. 

"  Then  Polycarp  faid, —  Away  with  the 
*<  ungodly,"  This  incident  is  defcribed  in 
fo  lively  colours,  that  the  aftion  of  Polycarp 
is  brought  before  our  eyes,  and  we  feem  to 
hear  the  words  which  he  uttered.  There 
are  few  finer  portraits  in  any  hiftory.  They 
who  chufe  to  make  Polycarp  fay  what,  in 
their  opinion,  he  ought  to  have  faid,  inter- 
prete  his  words  in  a  prophetical  fenfe,  as 
implying,  not  a  ivijb  that  the  ungodly  might 
be  taken  away  or  cut  off,  but  a  prediction, 
fuch  would  be  their  fate. 

But  it  would  feem,  that  the  words  ought 

to 
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to  be  underftood  in  their  obvious  meaning. 
"We  learn  from  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  that 
Polycarp  was  a  perfon  of  a  warm  temper, 
and  apt  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  with  fomc 
degree  of  afperity.  Marcion,  the  Here- 
fiarch,  meeting  Polycarp,  faid,  "  Knoweft 
4*  thou  me  ? "  "  I  know  thee,"  anfwered 
Polycarp,  "  to  be  the  firft  born  of  Satan." 
This  is  related  by  Irenseus,  ap.  Eufeb.  Hifl. 
Ecctef.  1.  iv.  c.  14, 

There  is  a  pafTage  in  Polycarp's  epiftle 
to  the  Philippians,  which,  if  Archbifhop 
Wake's  tranflation  be  juft,  fhews,  that  the 
good  man  was  fenfible  of  this  infirmity  of 
his  own  temper.  The  words  are  :  <e  §  2. 
"  But  at  prefent  it  is  not  granted  unto  me 
"  to  pra&ife  that  which  is  written,  Be  ang- 
"  ry  and  fin  not."  Some  doubt,  however, 
may  be  entertained  of  the  propriety  of  this 
tranflation.  The  original  Greek  here  is 
loft  j  and  all  that  remains  is  a  barbarous  and 
illiterate  Latin  verlion  j  which  runs  thus  : 

"  Mihi 
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*c  Mihi'autem  non  eft  conceflum  modo  tit 
"  his  fcripturis  dictum  eft,  irafdmini  et  no- 
*'  lite  peccare"  The  reader  will  judge, 
whether  the  words  can  bear  that  interpreta 
tion  which  Archbifhop  Wake  has  adopted. 

"  Thefe  fourfcore  and  fix  years  ferve  I 
•*'  him."  Hence  fome  have  concluded,  that 
eighty-fix  years  had  elapfed  fince  the  time  of 
Polycarp's  converfion  to  Chriftianity  :  but 
there  is  no  reafon  for  believing  that  Poly- 
carp  had  ever  been  a  Heathen.  It  is  more 
probable,  that  from  his  infancy  he  was  edu 
cated  in  the  faith  of  Chrift.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  pafTage  in  his  epiftle,  which  has 
teen  produced  in  fupport  of  the  opinion, 
that  Polycarp  was  a  convert  to  Chriftianity, 
means  no  fuch  thing.  He  fays,  c«  Paul  glo- 
<f  ries  of  you  in  all  the  churches,  who  then 
<<c  only  knew  God,  for  ive  did  not  then  know 
**  him"  By  lue  is  meant,  not  the  writer, 
but  the  people  of  Smyrna. 
<S.  Bafnage,  Annal.i.  p.  792.  fuppofes,  that 

Polycarp^ 
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Polycarp,  by  faying,  that  he  had  ferved  Chrifij 
for  eighty -fix  years,  meant  that  he  had  been  a 
bifhop  fo  long;  and  hence  Bafnage  conjec 
tures,  that  Polycarp  was  about  120  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  martyrdom ;  as  if  Po 
lycarp  could  not  have  faid  that  he  ferved 
Chrift,  without  alluding  to  his  Epifcopal 
function  ! 

Unlefs  there  are  urgent  reafons  to  the 
contrary,  the  moft  obvious  meaning  of  words- 
ought  always  to  be  followed.  The  words  of 
Polycarp,  in  their  moft  obvious  meaning, 
feem  to  imply,  that  he  had  ferved  Chrift 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  along  life,  that 
is,  for  eighty-fix  years. 

To  this  interpretation  the  words  of  Ire- 
nxus  are  oppofed  ;  who  fays,  [ap.  Eufebi 
Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  iv.  c.  14.],  tTTiTrohv  y«f  TTOL- 
ftpeivt.  £.  TTOLVV  yr^vLKios.  But  furely,  one 
may  fay  of  a  man  who  dies  at  the  age  of 
eighty-fix,  "  that  he  had  remained  very  long 
"  upon  the  earth,  and  was  very  old."  The 
court  of  feiTion  in  Scotland  has  fubfifted  for 

about 


(    96    ) 

about  250  years,  it  has  always  been  compofecf 
of  fifteen  judges,  and  fometimes  the  num 
ber  of  judges  has  been  greater ;  yet  during 
that  period  one  judge  alone  [Sir  Richard 
Maitland  of  Thirleftane]  has  attained  to 
thofe  years  which  foine  fcrupulous  critics 
will  not  allow  to  be  extreme  old  age. 

Pag.  13. 

"  Since  thou  qftentatioujly  requireft  me^ 
"  to  fwear  by  what  thou  ityleft  the  Fortune 
"  of  Cafar,"  &c.  «  *f*»$4^  &c.  This, 
probably,  alludes  to  the  pomp  of  words 
which  Quadratus  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
ufed  in  his  exhortation  to  Polycarp. 

"  Appoint  a  day,  and  hear."  Polycarp 
offered  to  make  his  Apology  or  defence* 
at  the  tribunal  of  the  proconful. 

"  Go  and  perfuade  the  multitude.'*'  This 
anfwer  of  the  proconful  exprefied  his  con 
tempt  of  Polycarp ;  as  if  he  had  faid,  u  J- 
"  magineft  thou  that  I  am  to  be  convinced" 
41  by  thy  declamations  ?  addrefs  thyfelf  to 
2  «•«  the 
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w  the  affembled  multitude,  and  make  trial  of 
**  thine  eloquence  there ! " 

&*''  As  for  that  multitude,"  &c.  The 
words  have  been  underftood  by  fome  to 
imply,  "  I  hold  them  unworthy  of  hearing 
"  my  inftruction."  And  hence  it  has  been 
fuppofed,  that  Polycarp  erred  in  his  anfwer, 
and  that  he  ought  to  have  been  ready  to 
render  unto  all  men  a  reafon  for  his  faith. 
But  where  is  the  evangelical  precept  which 
enjoins  us  to  fet  forth  the  grounds  of  our 
belief  to  all  men,  however  unwilling  they 
may  be  to  afford  us  a  patient  hearing  ?  It 
is  plain,  that  the  multitudes,  afiembled  in, 
the  theatre  at  Smyrna,  were  not  difpofed  to 
liflen  to  the  in ftr action  of  Polycarp.  They 
were,  humanly  fpeaking,  incapable  of  pro- 
iking  by  any  thing  that  he  could  fay  in  de 
fence  of  Chriftianity. 

If  it  (hould  be  remarked,  that  the  divine 

grace  might  have  wrought  a  miracle,  and 

bcftowed  calmnefs,  candour,  and  docility, 

N  on 


D. 


an  a  frantic  and  fuperftitious  rabble,  the  re 
ply  is  obvious,  that  then  the  fame  divine  grace 
would  no  doubt  have  inftructed  Polycarp  to 
vindicate  his  Chriftian  profeilion  in  prefence 
of  fuch  auditors. 

We  read,  in  fcripture,  of  the  town-  clerk 
of  Ephefus,  who  pacified  a  tumult  of  the 
people  by  fpeaking  nonfenfe  adapted  to  their 
ignorance  and  prejudices  \  but  Polycarp  could 
not  have  looked  for  the  fame  fuccefs  in 
pleading  the  caufe  of  Christianity  againft 
ignorance  and  prejudices. 
Pag.  14. 

"  For  that  I  ihould  change  fj?om  the  bet-' 
f  «  ter  to  the  worfe  is  impofiible."  The  word 
rendered  change  is  .ptT&Htct.  Valefius,  con- 
iiders  the  word  in  the  New-Teftament  fenfe, 
as  implying  repentance,,  or  a  change  from 
the  worfe  to  the  bftter  ;  and  therefore  pro^ 
pofes  to  read  Wf0/a.  But  there  is  nothing 
folid  in  this  crkicifm  :  JJLITWO&V,  in  clafficai 
Greek,  implies^  «<  to  change  one's  opinion,* 


(    99    ) 

of,  ((  to  take  an  after-thought  j"  and 
ro'/ot  means,  "  a  change  of  opinion,"  in  the 
abftraft,  without  any  relation  to  what  is 
better,  or  worfe. 

Pag.  15;- 

'<"  This-  is  tKe  teacher  of  Afia."  The  epi- 
ftle,  as  publifhedby  Archbifhop  Ufher,  has 
"  the  teacher  of  irreligion."  o  rw  aaifaot.? 
S^aWsdAcc.  Eufebius,  however,  and  the  an- 
Cient  Latin  verfion,  read,  "the  teacher  of 
"  Afla."  This  removes  the  tautology,  and 
appears  to  be  the  true  reading. 

**  Philip,  the  prefldent  of  the  priefts  of 
u  Afia.J>  The  cities  of  Afia  had  temples, 
holy  rites,  and  feftival  days;  in  common. 
They  had  alfo  a  common  priefthood,  term 
ed  in  the  Ptoman  law  dfiarchia.  Each  city 
chofe  yearly  an  Afiarch.  The  deputies,  fent 
to  the  general  congrefs,  reported  the  names 
of  the  perfons  fo  chofen ;  and  out-of  their 
number  the  general  congrefs  felected  ten. 
Vakfius  conjcclurcs,  that  the  Reman  pro-- 
.•^c  N-  2-  conful 


^tonful  chofe  one  out  of  the  f<?«,  who 
in  propriety  of  fpeech,  the  JJiarcb,  or  as  it 
is  here  tranflated,  the  prefident  of  the  priefts 
vf  Afia.  It  is  probable,  that  the  whole  ten 
had  the  name  of  dfiarchs  ;  although  the  pro- 
conful  of  Aiia  may  have  received  or  aiTii- 
med  the  privilege  of  nominating  the  prefi> 
dent  or  chairman,  who  was,  by  w;iy  of  emi 
nence,  ftyled  the  Afiarch.  This  fubjedt, 
however,  is  not  worthy  of  a  formal  difqui- 
fition.  The  office  of  Aiiarch  muft  have 
been  expenlive  ;  for  he  who  difcharged  k 
was  obliged  to  exhibit  public  fhews  to  the 
people. 

Pag.  1 6. 

"  Now  it  behoved  that  his  viiion  fhould 
f<  be  fulfill  :1,"  &c.  Every  circu  mftance  con 
cerning  the  martyixlom  of  Polycarp  has  af 
forded  matter  of  controverfy  :  his  vifion, 
in  particular,  has  been  tht;  fubjecl:  of  much 
critical  inquiry.  "  The  fort  fight  of  his 
"  death/'  fays  Dr  &iiddleton,  Inquiry >  p.p. 
••  •- 


**  and  -the  manner  of  zV,  in  the  time  of  a 
••**  cruel  perfecution,  when  his  perfon  was 
;*«  particularly  hunted  from  village  to  vil- 
**  lage,  as  the  principal  and  deftined  facrj- 
*c  fice,  may  reafonably  be  coniidered  as  the 
((  effect  of  common  prudence,  without  recur- 
"  ring  to  any  thing  miraculous." 

If  Polycarp  had  only  pretended  to  fore 
tell,  that  he  was  to  fuffer  martyrdom,  the 
obfervation  of  Dr  Middleton  might  have 
"been  juft  :  but  Polycarp  addedj  (<  It  behoves 
-'•*'•  me  to  be  burnt" alive" 

Now,  it  might  be  afked,  "  How  Polycarp 
"  could  forefee,  by  common  prudence,  that 
"  he  was  to  be  burnt  alive ?" 

Many  ChrifHans  had  already  fuffered  death 

-  at  Smyrna ;  and  yet  not  one  of  them  had 
been  burnt  alive.     Thej^r-?  mentioned  in  tile 
epiftle  of  the  church  at  Smyrna,  was  a  ipe- 
cies  of  torture  inflicted  on  the  perfons  a^-cu- 
fed;  but  it  was  not  the  capital   pumfhment 

•  itfelf.     This  is  fully  explained  b)?  Dr  Jortia, 

Remarks 


Remarks  on  ecclefiaftical  hi/lory,  vol.  2.  p.  41 6; 

Stel 

Of  the  many  thoufand  Heathens  ailembted 
in  the  theatre  at  Smyrna,  there  was  not  one 
man  who  could  have  forefeen,  by  common 
prudence,  that  Polycarp  was  to  be  burnt  a* 
live :  for  they  had  all  with  one  voice  de 
manded,  that  Polycarp  might  be  expo  fed  to- 
wild  beafts;  and  had  not  their  demand  been 
out  of  feafon,  he  would  have  been  expofe<£ 
to  wild  beaftsi 

Thus  it  is  plain,  that  common  prudence 
could  never  have  made  Polycarp  foretell  that; 
he  was  to  be  burnt  alive. 

If  it  fhould  be  obferved,  "  That  an  aeci*> 
"  dental  dream ;  of  a  pillow:  on  fire  might 
"  have  fuggefted  to  a-  fupcrftitious  man  the 
"  notion,  that  he  who  lay  on  the  pillow 
"  was  to  be  burnt,"  it  may  be  anfwered, 
I.  That  here  it  is  taken  for  granted,  that 
the  dream,  or  rather  vifion,  of  whofe  nature 
the  inquiry.  is>  muft  be  afcribed  to  accident > 

and 


that  Polycarp  was  a  fuferjlitious  man.  But 
waving  this,  let  it  be  confidered,  2.  That 
the  interpretation  of  omens  and  dreams  had 
by  degrees  been  reduced  into  a  fyftem  a* 
mong  the  Heathens ;  and  that  from  the  vi- 
.fipn  which  Polycarp  is  reported  to  have  feen, 
a  Heathen  would  have  derived  a  prognoftic 
of  fome  fudden  good  fortune.  Now  grant 
ing,  though  without  evidence  or  probabili 
ty,  that  Polycarp  had  imbibed  and  retained 
the  Pagan  fuperftitions  in  the  matter  of 
.dreams,  he  might  na-ve  drawn  this  inference 
.from  the  vifion  of  the  burning  pillow,  that 
fome  profperous  event  was  foon  to  befal 
him.  Nay  more,  let  us  fuppofe  that,  at 
that  time,  Polycarp  confidered  his  being 
called  to  fuffer  martyrdom  as  a  profperous  e- 
vent ;  yet  flill  this  dream  could  not  have  in 
duced  him  to  fuppofe,  that  his  death  by  fire 
was  thereby  prognosticated.  This  perfua- 
iipn,  and  confident  belief,  that  he  was  to  be 
inirnt  alive,  mujft  have  been  the  effect  of 

fome 


f<3*f  .    .          **»''/•      '-W3  ?fl£?»< 
fome  impremon  for  which  we  cannot  ac 
count  in  an  ordinary  way. 

Mr  Toll,  Defence  of  Dr  Middleton,  p.  37. 

fuppofes  the  ftory  of  the  vifion  of  Polycarp 

to  have  been  feigned  by  the  Chriftians  of 

Smyrna.     But   in   the   fame  paragraph  he 

fays,  "  As  to  Polycarp's  foretelling  his  death, 

•"  Dr  Middleton  very  jujlly  obferves,  that 

"<c  the  forefight  of  fuch  an  event,  in  the  time 

"  of  cruel  perfecution,  might  be  no  proof 

"  of  a  prophetic  fpirit." 

For  confiftency's  fake  we  muft  prefume, 
that  Mr  Toll  meant  to  fay,  that  Polycarp, 
from  probable  conjecture,  foretold  his  own 
death ;  but  that  the  Chriftians  of  Smyrna 
falfely  afcribed  this  foreknowledge  to  a  di 
vine  vifion. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  a  moft  effectual  method 

of  fetting   afide  any  evidence,    which  may 

thwart  a  favourite  hypothefis,    to   call  that 

evidence  a  falfehood  j    but  it  is  a  method 

I  which. 


(     "5    ) 

which  logicians  ought  to  ufe  fparingly  j  f>bi* 
to  prove,  not  to  aff'ert,  is  their  office. 

Pag.  1 6. 

"  The  Jews  above  all,  as  their  manner  //, 
<c  were  zealous  in  the  bufmefs."  Le  Clerc, 
after  having  obferved,  that  this  zeal  of  the 
Jews  might  feem  ftrangc,  adds,  (t  That 
**  the  Jews  detefted  Polycarp,  becaufe  he 
w  greatly  preferred  the  Chriftian  religion  to 
"  the  Jeivifb  :  [quod  etiam  fuam  rcligionem 
"  a  Polycarpo  oppugnari  putarent ;  quid 
"  Chriftianam  longe  ei  praferebat"~]  Hijl.  Ec- 
clef.  p.  727*  The  observation  is  incorrectly 
expreficd.  Le  Clerc  ought  to  have  faia, 
.*.'  Becaufe  Polycarp  taught,  that  Judaifm 
**  was  abolifhed  by  the  appearance  of  the 
xc  Meflias."  But  there  appears  to  have  been 
another  caufe  for  this  zeal  of  the  Jews.  They 
perceived,  that  the  Chriflians  were  obno 
xious  to  the  Roman  government ;  they  fear 
ed  that  they  themfelves,  who  held  many  te- 
.nets  in  common  with  the  Chriftian^,  might 
O  bs 
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be  comprehended  in  the  perfecution ;  and 
they  ftrove  to  be  diftinguifhed  as  a  feet  alto 
gether  unconnected  with  the  followers  of  Je- 
fus*  The  truth  is,  that  one  who  believed  in 
the  Jewifh  religion,  could  not  have  taken 
that  teft  which  the  proconful  tendered  to 
Polycarp.  He  might  indeed  have  willingly 
reviled  Chrift  j  but  he  could  not  have  cried 
out,  "  Away  with  the  ungodly,"  or  have 
fworn  "  by  the  Fortune  of  Csefar.* 

4<  He  fought  to  untie  his  fandals,"  &c. 
The  minute  circumftances  in  this  part  of  the 
narrative  are  related  with  much  fimplicity. 
The  office  of  untying  the  fandals  was  efteem- 
ed  in  ancient  times  to  be  one  of  the  mean- 
eft,  and  was  generally  performed  by  flaves. 
From  this  paiTage,  however,  we  learn,  that 
it  wa,s  fometimes  performed  .by  the  young  to 
the  aged,  in  teftimony  of  reipect ;  and  that 
the  virtues  of  Polycarp  had  procured  to 
him  that  mark  of  reverence  before  he  had 
-atuined  to  old  age. 

Pag.  17. 
-  &      ' 


Pag.  17. 

cc  The  inftruments   belonging  to   execu- 
"  tion."     Valefius  enumerates  them   thus : 
^{  The  pitched  jacket,    [or  tunica  mclcfta], 
'*'  the  chain,   the   nails,    and  the   pillar  to 
*£  which  Polycarp   was   to   be  bound."     It 
does    not   fcem  probable,    that  the  pitched 
jacket  was  employed  in  the  execution  of  Po 
lycarp.     It  is  true,   that  Nero,   in   order  to 
conciliate  the  affections  of  the  commons  of 
Rome,  was  wont  to  clothe  the  Chriftians  in 
garments  fmear'd  with  bitumen,  and  then 
to  fet  fire  to  them ;  [fammandi,   as  Tacitus 
cxpreiTes  it,  Ann.  xv.  38.]  ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  this  mode  of  wanton  cruelty  was 
ever  repeated.     Had  the  fufferings  of  Poly- 
carp  been  attended  with   any  circumftances 
of  this  nature,   it  is  impoflible  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Chriftians  of  Smyrna  would  have 
omitted  to  mention  them. 

f(  But  when  they  prepared  to  faften  him 

<(  with  nails."     Le  Clerc  conjectures,  Hift. 

O  2  Ealef. 


EC  clef.  p.  728.  with  great  probability,  that 
the  fetters  in  which  Polycarp  was  bound, 
were  to  have  been  fixed  by  nails  to  the  flake, 
not  that  his  hands  were  to  have  been  pier 
ced  with  nails.  That  would  have  greatly 
added  to  the  torments  of  his  execution  ;  and 
it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  his  tor 
mentors  had  either  power  or  inclination  to 
difpenfe  with  it. 

Pag.  1 8. 

"  According  to  what  was  appointed  and 
"  foretold."  KaOcyj  Tp0*f1o//*a<raf  £  ^oipaxt- 
j>axrac.  This  evidently  alludes  to  the  vifion 
of  the  burning  pillow  ;  and  therefore  they 
who  imagine,  that  the  vifion  was  invented 
by  the  Chriflians  of  Smyrna,  ought,  if  they 
mean  to  be  confiftent,  alfo  to  fuppofe,  that, 
this  part  of  the  prayer  of  Polycarp  is  to  be  a- 
frribed  to  the  fame  fpirit  of  fiction. 

"  Through  the  incorruption  of  the  Holy 
a  GhofL"  Perhaps  the  glorified  bodies  were 

fuppofed 


fuppofed  to  be  rendered   incorruptible   by 
the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Pag.  19. 

"I  magnify  thee,  with  Jefus  Chrift,"  Sec. 
This  doxology  is  exprefTed  by  Eufebius  in 
words  fomewhat  different.  "  I  magnify  thee 
"..through  the  everlafting  High  Prieft  Jefus 
"  Chrift:,  thy  beloved  Son  ;  by  whom,  to 
"  thee,  with  him,  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glo- 
"  ry,  both  now  and  for  ever.  Amen."  The 
ancient  Latin  verfion  differs,  in  fome  mea- 
fiire,  from  both.  "  I  glorify  thee  through 
"  the  everlafting  High  Prieft,  the  all-mighty 
<(  Jefus  Chrift  ;  through  whom,  to  thee, 
f  *  and  with  him,  and  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  be 
"  glory,  now  and  for  ever."  Le  Clerc  re 
marks,  That  the  reading  in  Eufebius  is  in  a 
Jlyle  more  apoftolical  than  the  others,  altho* 
all  the  readings  do  in  effect  convey  the  fame 
fenfe.  "  Qure  cmnia  quamvis  idem  fonent, 
ts  priina  tamen  lectio  ftylo  apoilolico  magis 
"  cdnfentanea  eft."  fflfl.  Ecclef.  p.  7 2 9.  It 

would 


ill  become  the  compiler  of  thefe  notes 
to  enter  into  the  depths  of  eccleiiaftical  an-i 
tiquity,  and  to  determine  what  were  the  ex- 
preflions  actually  employed  by  Polycarp. 

"  Polycarp  having  finished  his  prayer, 
"  and  pronounced  Amen"  From  the  word, 
«;-aT£/*>J>axTDf,  here  ufed,  Valeiius  fuppofes, 
that  Polycarp  uttered  his  prayer  with  a  lov/ 
voice,  and  pronounced  Amen  aloud.  The 
obfervation  is  unworthy  of  fo  learned  a  man. 
Had  Polycarp  pronounced  his  prayer  with  a 
low  voice,,  how  could  it  have  been  heard  by 
the  Chriftians  prefent  ?  It  would  have  been 
improper  for  him  to  have  prayed  under  his 
breathy  [tacite  ac  fubmifsa  voce]  ;  for  it  is 
obvious,  that  he  meant,  in  this  prayer,  to 
make  a  confeffion  of  his  faith,  to  declare 
the  revelation  which  he  had  received,  to  ac 
knowledge  the  divine  fupport  vouchfafed  to 
him,  and  to  excite  his  flock  to  follow  the 
example  of  their  bifhop,  in  faith,  refigna- 
tion,  and  conftancy.  Valeiius  endeavours 

to 
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to  confirm  his  conjecture  by  a  pafTage  in 
the  account  of  the  martyrdom  of  Pionhis. 
"  Cumque  Pionius  oculos  claumTet,  rurba 
"  ilium  animum  eguTe  fufpicabatur  :  fed  ipfe 
((  fecreto  precabatur..  Cumcjue  precandi  fi- 
"  nem  fecifTet,  oculos  aperuit.  Jarnque  flam- 
"  ma  fublimis  afcendebat,  cum  hilari  vultu 
^  poilremum  Amen  pronuntians,"  &c.  This 
palTage  proves,  that  Pionius  prayed  in  fe- 
cret  ;  and  juft  as  the  flames  were  encircling 
him,  cried  out  Amen^  in  evidence  of  his 
fubmiffion  to  the  will,  and  confidence  in  the 
promifes  of  God.  But  furely  this  cannot 
ferve  to  Strengthen  the  conjecture,  that  Po- 
lycarp  prayed,  tacite  et  demiffd  vocey  al 
though  his  words  were  heard  by  the  Chri- 
ftians  prefent,  and,  through  their  means, 
tave  been  tranfmitted  to  pofterity. 

a  The  fire,  forming  itfelf  into  a  vaulted 
"  chamber."  From  the  manner  in  which 
this  circumftance  is  related,  there  feems  lit 
tle  doubt,  that  it  happened  as  it  K  related  ; 

and 

•  -'.-..-...  *  *  , 
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and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  Chri-* 
ftians  of  Smyrna  confidered  it  to  be  fuper- 
natural.  But  here  this  important  queftion 
occurs,  Was  the  faft  miraculous  ?  Dr  Mid- 
dleton,  Inquiry,  p.  220.  fays,  "  That  this 
*'  appearance  might  eafily  happen,  from  the 
*s  common  effeifts  of  the  wind,  cr  fomething 
"  at  leaft  fo  like  it,  as  to  afford  matter  e- 
"  nough  to  a  fuperftitious  fancy  to  fupply 
"  the  reft."  It  muft  be  confefled,  that  this 
manner  of  accounting  for  the  circumftance 
related  by  the  Chriftians  of  Smyrna  is  not 
worthy  of  a  man  of  fcience. 

The  adverfaries  of  Dr  Middleton  have 
not  fpnred  him  in  their  animadverfions  on 
this  paffage.  Dr  Church  fays,  (Indication 
of  the  miraculous  powers y  p.  343.  ((  How  a- 
"  ny  common  effects  of  the  wind  could 
"  make  the  jBre  encompafs  ths  fliint's  body, 
"  as  in  a  circle,  and  prevent  its  having  any 
<c  power  to  burn  it,  fo  that  his  enemies 
"  were  obliged  to  difpatch  him  with  a  fword,' 
2  "  rcnv.irti 
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,L,;>  Mi  -oiil*  .iducb      T.  3d  -aw  sroifr  sn*. 
^  requires  a  much  ftronger  imagination  than 
"  mine  to   form  any  notion  of,  and,  1  be- 
<(  lieve,  the  learned   and  ingenious  Doctor 
"•  himfelf  found  fome  difficulty  in  concel- 
<s  ving  this,    by  his  adding  the  words,  &r 
fc  fometbing  at  leafl  fo   like  it ;   which   leave 
'**  the  matter  undetermined^  and  fee m  to  al- 
<c  low  his  readers  fulliiberty,  provided  they 
-<<l  jWill  rejedt  the  miracle,  to  imagine  what- 
.*,',  ever  they  have  n  mind  to.     He  will  not 
'*  directly  fay,  that  the  extraordinary  event 
<c  was  owing  altogether  to  the  'wind:  he  does 
.'*  not  affign  any  other  caufe  to  which  it  may 
"  fairly  be  imputed:    he  would   have   the 
*?  readers  fancy  to  fupply  the  reft;  though, 
«5  really,  the  only  way  to  folve  the  diffkul- 
"  ty,  is  to  admit  the  plain  account  of  the 
"  miracle." 

It  is  one  of  the  phenomena  of  the  con- 

troverfial  world,   that  writers,   in  many  of 

their  opinions  difcordant,  happen  fometimes 

to  be  ranged  on  the  fame  fide  of  a  particular 

P  controverfy. 


tontroverfy.  This  was  the  cafe  of  Mr  Ja^k- 
fon  and  Dr  Church,  in  the  queftion  con 
cerning  the  miraculous  powers.  Accor 
dingly  Dr  Church  thus  fpeaks  of  Mr  Jack- 
Ton.  "  He  has  given  this  fo  humourous 
"  and  juft  a  turn,  that  I  cannot  forbear 
€t  borrowing  his  words.  The  hiftory  fays 
**  nothing  of  a  iv in d,  or  anything  like  it. 
ft  But  I  .-will  for  once  allow  the  Doftor  fo  raife 
"  a  -wind.  It  muft^  as  the  cafe  is  reprcferit- 
**  ed,  be  a  wind  that  blew  not  from  any  point 
•<c  of  the  compafs  :  for  during  this  fuppcfed 
<£  wind,  the  body  ivas  encompafled  all  round 
«'  with  flames"  Remarks,  p.  12. 

The  harmony  of  Dr  Church  and  Mr 
Jackfon  has  been  fo  perfect  on  this  qccafion, 
that  they  may  be  faid  to  have  agreed  in  mif- 
underftanding  the.fenfe  of  their  adverfary. 

Although  Dr  Middleton  has  not  exprefP- 
ed  himfelf  with  all  that  perfpicuity  that  might 
have  been  expected  ;  yet  his  meaning  is,  that 
the  appearance^  of  which  the  Chriftians  of 

Smyrna 


(     "5    ) 

Smyrna  fpeak,  or  fomething  like  that  appear- 
ance,  might  have  happened  by  the  effetts  of 
the  wind;  not  that  the  appearance  might  have 
happened  by  the  effefts  of  the  ivind,  or  fome- 
thing  like  the  -windy  as  his  two  antagonifts 
concur  in  underftanding  him. 

Dr  Church  applauds  the  humour  and  juft- 
nefs  of  the  turn  which  Mr  Jackfon  has  gi 
ven  to  this  paiTage.  Some  readers j  perhaps, 
may  think  that  the  eulogy  is  mifapplied. 
There  feems  not  to  be  much  humour  in  li- 
k^ning  DrMiddleton  to  a  forcerer ;  who^ 
according  to  the  vulgar  notion,  can  raife  a 
wind.  Neither  is  there  much  juftnefs  in  de 
nying,  that  the  appearance  of  the  flames 
was  produced  by  wind  :  for  whether  the  ap 
pearance  was  fortuitous  or  preternatural,  it 
is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  wind  or  air 
was  the  agent.  And -indeed  the  Chriftians 
of  Smyrna  confidered  it,  in  this  light;  for 
they  liken  the  flames  «'  to  the  fail  of  a  (hip 
41 '  filled- with  the  wind." 

B  2  The 


The  difpaffionate  reader  will  judge, 
ther  the  vaulted  chamber,  and  the  flames  ' 
encircling  the  martyr,  may  not  have  been- 
immediately  owing  to  a  natural  caufe.  0* 

Polycarp  was  placed  at  a  ftake  or  pillar, 
in  a  hollow  place,  towards  the  middle  of  a 
large  building,  open  at  the  top,  and  croud  •  > 
ed  with  fpecTators  on  every  fide.  It  might' 
be  a  fttbject  for  the  examination  of  the  cu 
rious,  whether  the  names  iiTuing  from  the 
wood  placed  round  the  bo'dy  of  the  martyr, 
would  not  naturally  aflume  that  appearance^  : 
fo  lively  defcribed  by  the  Chriftians  of  Smyr 
na,  efpe-cially  if  the  weather  was  at  that  time 
ftill  and  ferene. 

This,  however,  will  not  exclude  the  no 
tion  of  a  divine  agency  ;  but  will  rather 
ihow  in  what  manner  events  were  preclifpo- 
fed  for  the  manifeftation  of  that  agency.  It 
will  always  be  remembered,  that  when  Poly- 
carp  entered  the  theatre,  there  was  no  in 
tention  of  burning  him  alive.  The  Pagan 

and 
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and'  Jewifh  fpeftators  believed,  that,  unleis 
he  apoftatized-,  he  would  be  expofed  to  wild 
beafts.  Polycarp  alone,  and  the  Chriftians 
to  whom  he  had  related  his  vifion,  knew, 
*'  that  it  behoved  him  to  exchange  this  life, 
"by  fire,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift."  Contra 
ry  to  the  intention  of  the  proconful,  and 
contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  beholders -, 
Polycarp  -was  placed  at  the  ftake,  and  wa± 
burnt  alive,  while  the  flames  affumed  that 
appearance  which  Is  defcribed  in  the  epi- 
ftle  from  the  church  of  Smyrna. 

The  ferene  confrancy  of  Polycarp  in  the 
midft  of  tortures,  affured  the  Chriftians, 
that  he  had  truly  fpoken,  when  he  uttered 
thefe  memorable  words,  *«  He  who  enableth 
'*  me  to  endure  the  fire,  will  alfo  enable  me 
c<  to  abide  unmoved  in  the  pile,  although 
"  you  do  not  fatten  me  with  nails."  This 
alfo  may  ferve,  in  fome  meafure,  to  obviate 
an  exception  of  Dr  Middleton's,  as  to  a  vain 
profufion  of  miracles  5  in  which  he  feems  ob 
liquely 


fiquely  to   allude    to   the    narrative  of  thy 
martyrdom  of  Poly  carp.     Inquiry,   p.  126. 
Note  [2 .]. 

Pag.  20. 

"  We  alfo  perceived  a  fragrant  fmcll,  as< 
**  of  incenfe,  or  of  other  coftly  fpices,"     Dr 
Middleton,  p.  125.-  has  made   a  free   para-- 
phrafe  of  this  part' of  the  relation.     "  A'nd- 
"  fo  fweet   a   fmell    ijjued  from  him   all  the 
"  wlhle,   as   if   it    had    been   the    fmoke    of 
«*  frankincenfe,   or  fome  rich  fpices."     The 
words  of  the  original  are  :    Kcii  -yaj)  tvul/yf 
TQSOI.VTVC  oiyTiha^ou^cL,    u{  htpoivuTV  Try'to^oi; ,    n- 
eixKx  r/vof  TUY  Ti/Ai(i)Y  a.qu>fA.aLTw.     The  learned 
reader  will  perceive,    that,    in   this  parTage,. 
there  is  no  mention  of  a  fweet  fmell  which- 
ijjued fr-om  him,   [or  from  the  body  of  Poly- 
carp]  i  and  that  the  words  all  the  ivhile,  are 
altogether  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fancy  of  the 
paraph  raft. 

It  feems  alfo  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  authors  of  the  epiftle  relate  this  circum- 

flance,- 
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ilance,  of  the  fweet  odour,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  narrative,  and  according  to  the  order  of 
events,  without  drawing  any  inference  from. 

rit.  Perhaps  they  thought  it  preternatural. 
It  was  more  probably  accidental.  The  wood 
for  burning  the  martyr  was  brought  from 
the  work-fhops  and  the  baths;  and  it  is  not 
ftrange,  that  fome  forts  of  refmous  or  aro- 
riiatic  wood  fliould  have  been  mixed  in  the 

.pile. 

'u«  When  the  ungodly  faw  that  the  body 
"  could  not  be  confumed  by  the  fire."  uV« 

^y  TTUPOC  (PoLTrarvfywoti.  The  ancient. Latin  ver- 
fion  has  in  this  place  attained  to  the  fenfe  of 

,dje  original :  u  Eum  non  pofie  comburi" 
And  yet  Dr  Church,  p.  343.  fpeaks  of 

••**'•  the  fire  having  no  power  to  burn  the  bo- 
**  dy  of  Polycarp,  fo  that  his  enemies  were 
*c  obliged  to  difpatch  him  with  a  fivord" 
The  author  of  The  two  previous  queftions^ 

;p,  31.  fays,  "  That  God  fliould  reveal  it  to 

*'  Polycarp  that  he  (hould  be  burnt  alive* 

«  and 


X 


*  and  then  fhould  preferve  him  from  the 
•**  fire,  is  not  eafily  to  be  believed ;  that  the 
ct  church  of  Smyrna  fhould  believe  and  call 
<(  him  a  prophet,  or  fay,  that  every  word  hf: 
"  fpoke  was  fulfilled,  in  contradiction  to 
•"  fact,  is  ground  for  jealoufy  of  their  vera- 
"  city." 

Here  the  author  collects  the  fubftance  of 
\vhat  he  had  fpread  over  feveral  preceding 
pages.  In  this  paflage,  however,  there  is  a 
miftinefs  of  argument,  by  -which  the  wri 
tings  of  the  author  of  The  two  previous  que- 
Jlions  are  generally  diflinguifhed.  He  feems 
to  fay,  that  we  have  ground  for  fufpedling 
the  veracity  of  the  Chriftians  o£  Smyrna, 
becaufe  they  believed  Polycarp  to  be  a  pro 
phet,  in  contradiction  to  fact. — This  would 
appear  to  impeach  their  judgement  rather 
than  their  veracity. 

But  indeed  neither  their  judgement,  nor 
their  veracity,  is  in  the  leaft  affected  by  this 
part  of  their  narrative. 

i  Polycarp 


C 

Polycarp  faid,  that  //  behoved  him  to  be 
burnt  alive.  He  fuppofed,  that  this  event 
bad  been  revealed  to  him  -,  and  to  it  he  un 
doubtedly  alluded  in  the  prayer  which  he 
uttered  previous  to  his  martyrdom.  If  Po 
lycarp  was  not  burnt  alive,  we  muft  admit, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  how  the 
church  of  Smyrna  could  have  faid,  that 
*'  every  word  fpoken  by  him  either  was  ful- 
"  filled,  or  would  hereafter  be  fulfilled." 
Polycarp,  among  his  very  Lift  words,  fpake 
of  the  revelation  of  his  being  to  be  burnt  a- 
live.  Now,  if  he  was  not  burnt  alive,  fueh 
words  were  not  fulfilled  at  the  time  of  wri 
ting  the  epiftle  j  nor,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  could  they  afterwards  be  fulfilled. 

There  is  a  iniftake  common  to  this  au 
thor,  with  Dr  Church,  and  many  others, 
who  have  treated  of  the  epiftle  from  the 
church  of  Smyrna. 

They  imagine,  that  Polycarp  was  not  burnt 
C  alive  7 
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ktive  -,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  did  not 
die  by  fire. 

The  tenor  of  the  epiftle  from  the  church 
of  Smyrna  gives  no  authority  for  this  fup- 
pofition.  The  epiftle  does  not  fay,  that  Po 
lycarp  was  alive  when  the  executioner  pier 
ced  his  body.  It  fays,  indeed,  "  That  the- 

*  ungodly  faw,  that  the  fire  could  not  [or 
:'  did  not]  confume  his  body."    That  circum- 
ftance,  however,  is  foreign  to  the  manner 
of  Pclycarp's  death,   as  fuppofed  to  have 
been  revealed  to  him. 

Had  Polycarp  declared,    "That  it   had" 

•  been  revealed  to  him,  that  he  fhould  be 
brought  to  the  ftake,  and  there  have  his 

:  body  coufumcd  by  fire?  and  if,  in  fad!:, 
the  fire  did  not  confume  his  body,  we  mufir 
have  admitted,  either  that  Polycarp  attempt 
ed  to  foretell  what  did  not  come  to  pafs,  or 
rhat  the  circumftance  of  the  fire  not  confu- 
ming  his  body,  was  erroneoufly  related. 
Br.t  if  ;re  underiland  the  epiftle  in  its  moil 

obvious 
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•obvious  fenfe,  and  without  recurring  to  the 
gloilcs  of  carelefs  or  prejudiced  interpreters, 
we  fhall  find,  that  there  is  no  diversity  be 
tween  the  revelation  and  the  manner  in 
\vhich  Polycarp  died.  It  was  revealed,  that 
he  ihould  be  burnt  alive,. and  he  ivas  burnt 
alive.  But  it  was  not  revealed,  that  the  fire 
fhould  confume  his  body ;  and  therefore 
the  Chriitians  of  Smyrna  might  believe,  that 
Polycarp  was  a  prophet,  when  he  foretold, 
that  he  fhould  be  burnt  alive;  and  yet 
might,  with  abfolute  confiflency,  relate, 
•that  the  fire  did  not  confume  his  body." 

"  Abundance  of  blood  hTued  forth."  In 
the  MS.  which  Archbifliop  Ufher  ufed,  it 
is  faid  :  E$A&  ynfitrtfd  £  TrxyQoi;  OLIUX.TO?, 
i.  e.  <(  a  dove  iiTued  forth,  and  abundance 
".of  blood." 

Here  two  queftions  arife  :  i.  Whether  we 
ought  to  fuppofe,  that  the  incident  of  the 
dove  was  originally  in  the  epiftle  from  the 
and,  2.  Supppofing  it 
i  to 
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to  be  an  interpolation,   by  what   means  did 
it  come  into  the  text  ? 

As  to  the  Jlrft  queftion,  it  would  feem, 
that  the  incident  of  the  dove  was  not  origi 
nally  in  the  epiftle  from  the  church  at  Smyr 
na. 

•I..  It  is  certain,  that  there  is  no  mention 
of  the  dove  in  any  MS.  of  Eufebius  now 
known,  nor  in  Rufinus,  the  paraphraft  of 
Eufebius.  This  affords  a  prefumpdon,  that 
Eufebius  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Mr  Toll  indeed  obferves,  Remarks  upon 
Mr  Church's  Vindication  of  the  miraculous 
powers,  p.  13.  that  u  Eufebius  feems  to  have 
"  taken  fome  pains  in  fmoothing  the  whole 
Cf  ftory  over,  in  order  to  render  it  more 
**  credible  than  he  found  it.  He  was  not 
"  willing  quite  to  lofe  the  miracle ;  and 
"  could  no  otherwife  preferve  it,  than  by 
"  dropping  fome  circumftances,  and  foften- 
*{  ing  others  ;  and  this,  whoever  compares 
.'*  his  method  of  relating  it  with  the  origi- 

'*    ii 


,.**  nal  letter  tranflated  by  Archbifhop  Wake, 
t(  will,  I  think,  be  convinced  was  the  truth 
«  of  the  cafe." 

After  comparing  the  epiftle  itfelf  with  the 
tranfcript  in  Eufebius,  the  reader  will  judge 
whether  the  obfervation  made  by  Mr  Toll  is 
well  .founded.  The  two  moil  material  dif 
ferences  between  the  accounts  are,  that  the 
cpiftle  fays,  that  Polycarp  was  in  the  midft 
of  the  pile  "  as  bread  that  is  baked;"  where 
as  Eufebius  omits  that  fimilitude.  This, 
furely,  makes  no  variation  in  the  matter  of 
the  narrative ;  f  3r  the  fame  notion  is  ex- 
prefTed  in  the  words  retained  by  Eufebius. 
""  Like  gold  or  filver  heated  in  the  furnace." 
The  other  difference  is,  that  Eufebius  fays, 
the  executioner  ftabbed  Polycarp  with  a 
fword;  whereas  the  epiftle  fays,  that  he  ftab- 
bed  him  with  a  dagger  !  r£«p/W.l 

2.  Should  it  ftill  be  held  probable,  tha,t 
Eufebius  might  have  been  induced  to  omit 
the  circumftance  of  the  dove,  as  tending  to 

difcredit 


xlifcredh  the  narrative  of  the  church  o£ 
Smyrna,  it  may  be  remarked  in  reply,  that 
Nicephorus  alfo  is  filent  concerning  it ;  and 
furely  it  was  not  the  genius  of  Nicephorus  to 
fupprefs  circumftances  becaufe  they  were  ab- 
furd  or  improbable. 

3.  That  a  dove  iliould  have  iffued  from 
the  body  of  Polycarp,  when  pierced  with  a 
dagger  or  little  fword,  is  a  circumftance 
much  more  wonderful  than  any  other  in  the 
narrative  j  and  yet  the  writers  of  the  epiftle 
make  no  obfervations  on  it,  nor  draw  any 
inference  from  it.  This  feems,  in  an  efpe- 
cial  manner,  to  merit  our  attention.  The 
other  circumftances,  which  appear  miracu 
lous  or  ftrange,  are  particularly,  and,  as  it 
were,  anxiouily  related ;  fuch  as  the  pro 
phetical  viiion,  the  voice  from  heaven,  the 
arched  flames,  and  the  quantity  of  blood 
which  hTued  from  the  wound  ;  but  the  dove, 
which,  if  true,  was  the  mod  wonderful  thing 

of 
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of  all,  is  mentioned  in  a  cold  and  tranfient 
manner. 

Other  arguments  have  been  offered  for* 
proving,  that  the  dove  was  not  originally  in 
the  epiftle  from  the  church  of  Smyrna-,  but 
they  feem  to  be  of  fmall  account. 

Thus,  for  example,  Dr  Brooke  has  afll-rt- 
ed,  «  That  there  is  not  a  fyllable  of  the  dove 
"  to  be  found  in  the  Greek  Mcnxahgy."' 
See  Examination  of  Middleton's  Free  Inqui 
ry,  p.  98.     Dr  Brooke  found   this  remark 
in    Archbifhop   Wake,    Apqftolical  Fathers, 
p.  57.5  and  he  has  ufed  it  on  the  authority 
of  that  eminent  writer.     Yet  it  is  a  ftrange 
remark ;  for  the   only  evidence  at  all  that 
we  have  of  the  dove  being  in  the  Greek  "co 
pies  of  the  epiftle,  arifes  from   the    Greek 
mcnologifts.     Smith  "ad  Ignatium,    pref.  p. 
antep.    fays,    «  Afta  martyrii  S.  Poiycarpi 
'  D.  UiTerius  Armachanus  e  Menologio  Gra- 
c  co,  MS.  n.  238.  fol.  14.  b.  in  archivis  Ba- 
{  roccianis  bibliothecse  Oxonicnfis  repofi- 

"  to 


ef  to— edidit."  And  again  :  "  Aliud  ex- 
"  emplar  huic  par  et  geminum  quoque  ex- 
"  tat  in  bibliotheca  Csefarea  Vindoboneml 
"  fn  Menologio  Grxco  menfis  Februarii,  ut 
<c  patet  ex  Petri  Lambecii  Commentario- 
"ruml.viii.  p.  88." 

P.  Halloix  publifhed  a  life  of  Polycarp, 
faid  to  be  the  work  of  one  Pionius,  in  his 
treatife  Devitisilluftrium  orient  aliinn^  torn.  i. 
Pionius  furely  may  be  ftyled  a  Greek  menolo~ 
gift.  He  bears  all  the  characlerifUcs  of  a 
writer  of  that  clafs ;  zeal  for  trifles,  eredu- 
loufnefs,  and  confuinmate  effrontery.  He 
too  has  the  ftory  of  the  dove. 

Dr  Brooke  has  alfo  obferved,  u  That  there 
"  is  not  a  fyllable  of  the  dove  in  the  Roman 
**  martyrology."  To  what  particular  book 
he  here -alludes  is  not  obvious.  Bollandus, 
in  Afta  Sanctorum^  t.  2..  p.  691.  26th  Jan. 
has  a  long  chapter  concerning  Polycarp, 
and  the  other  martyrs  of  Smyrna ;  but  he 
gives  us  no  hiftory  of  the  death  of  Polycarp 

from 
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fo>m  the  Roman  martyrology ;  although 
•with  a  credulity  which  would  be  aftoniihing 
in  another  author,  he  has  adopted  the  nar 
rative  of  Pionins  entire.  In  that  tremen 
dous  mafs  of  abfurdity,  the  Aurea  legenda, 
by  Jacobus  de  Voragine,  [edit.  1476.],  there 
is  riot  aTyllable  of  Polycarp  at  all. 

The  dove  is  a  circumftance  on  which  Dr 
-Middleton  infifts  with  peculiar  pleafure.  He 
fuppofes,  that  it  was  mentioned  by  the  Chri- 
ftians  of  Smyrna  in  their  epiftle.  "  In  the 
"  cafe  of  miracles,  fays  he,  there  is  one  cir- 
<r  cumftance  common  to  all  the  writers  who 
"  atteft  them,  as  well  in  the  earlier  as  in  the 
"  later  days,  that  though  their  afTertions  be 
c<  ftrong,  their  inftances  are  weak ;  and 
**  when,  in  proof  of  what  they  affirm,  they 
*c  defcend  to  alledge  any  particular  facts, 
<c  they  are  ufually  fo  unlucky  in  the  choice 
"  of  them,  that  inftead  of  ftrengthening, 
€t  they  weaken  the  credit  of  their  general 
^  affirmation,  and,  from  the  abfurdity  of 
R  "  each 


•*  each  miracle  related  by  them,  fiirnifjj  & 
<(  frefo  objection  to  their  poiuer  of  working 
*'  any.  This  the  reader  can  hardly  fail  to 
*'  obferve,,  from  the  examples  already  pro- 
"  duced  ;  to  which  I  (hall  add  one  or  tw® 
<c  more  of  the  rnofl  considerable,  which  are 
"  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  fame  age."  In- 
quiry,  p.  123.  ; 

The  fir/I  which  he  mentions  is  the  ftorv 

" 

of  the  dove. 

When  we  fee  an  appeal  to  our  judgements 
made  in  a  fmooth  and  fpecious  ftyle,  we  lit 
tle  think,  that  the  writer  means  to  take  ad 
vantage  of  our  inattention. 

Perhaps  this  obfervation  may  not  be  ap 
plicable  to  the  paflage  juft  quoted  from  Dr 
.Middleton ;  yet  here  there  is,  at  ieaft,  an 
example  of  the  controverfial  flight  of  hand, 
in  which  fome  writers  are  fo  expert,  that, 
contrary  to  the  pracldce  of  other  jugglers, 
they  deceive  themfelv€$  as  well  as  the  fpec- 
tators. 

The 
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The  Aing  which  Dr  Middleton  attempts 
to  prove  is,  "  That  miracles  were  not 
"  wrought  by  any  Chriftians  in  the  fecond 
M  century."  And  how  ?  becaufe  the  man 
ner  in  which  the  pretended  miracles  of  that 
century  are  related,  difcovers  fo  much  cre 
dulity  and  want  of  judgement,  as  to  {hew, 
that  the  relaters  themfelves  had  no  power  of 
working  miracles ;  that  is,  "'  A,  had  no 
<c  power  of  working  miracles,  for  B,  the 
**  relater  of  the  miracles,  had  not."  How 
would  Dr  Middleton  have  triumphed,  if  a- 
ny  of  the  primitive  fathers  had  argued  in  a 
mode  fo  illogical  ? 

In  order  to  Ihew,  "  that  none  of  the  Chri- 
«r  ftians  of  the  fecond  century  wrought  mi- 
"  racks,  as  the  relaters  of  the  pretended 
"  miracles  of  that  century  wrought  none 
"  themfelves,"  Dr  Middleton  objects  to  the 
credibility  of  a  miracle,  which  is  not  faid  to 
Have  been  wrought  either  by  the  relater,  or 
by  any  other  Chr-iftian. 

R  2  U 
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IF  a  Jove  proceeded  from  the  pierced  bo^' 
dyof  Polycarp,  it  was  a  miracle  not  wrought 
by  any  of  the  Chriftians  of  Smyrna,  but  by 
the  immediate  power  of  God>  without  their 
miniftry. 

The  argument,  therefore,  on  Dr  Middle*" 
ton's  own  hypotheils,  amounts  to  this-:  "If 
**•  God  did  not  caufe  a  dove  to  iflue  from 
"  the  body  of  Polycarp,  the  Chriftians  in: 
**  the  fecond  century  had  no  power  o£ 
*r  working  miracles." 

Whether  the  dove  iflued,  or  did  not  if* 
fue,  from-  the  body  of  Polycarp)  is  wide  o| 
the  queftion  as  to  the  ceafing  ot  the  endu*. 
ranee  of  miraculous  powers  in  the  Chriftiarv- 
church  :  for  there  the  queftion  is  not,  what 
the  Creator  could  do,  but  what  he  thought 
fit  to  do,  by  the  miniftration  of  hist  crea- 
tui'es-.  ,^-jctf 

Had  Dr  Middleton  attended  to  this  dift 
tipclion,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  been  indu-* 
ced  ta  fpare  fome  part  of  his  learned  labours^ 
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as  well  for  proving,  that  the  dove  wtis  origi 
nally  in  the  epiftle  from  the  church  of  SmyF* 
na>  as  for  proving,  that  the  ftory  was-  not: 
true. 

But  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  Dr  Middle*1 
ton  had  a  farther  aim  in  attempting  to  prove, 
that  the  dove  was  originally  in  the  epiftle  j 
and  it  is  this.  If  the  ChrifHans  of  Smyrna, 
in;  the  fecond  century,  imagined,  that  God^ 
caufed  a  dove  to  iilue  from  the  body  of  Po- 
lycarp,  they  were  vifionaries ;  and  if  they 
affirmed  this  without  believing  it,  they  were 
ltnaves\  at  leaft  there  was  a  mixture  of  folly 
and  bad  faith  in.  the  church  of  Smyrna. 
Now,  holding  this  to  have  been  the  cafe, 
the  authority  of  fuch  evidences  to  miracu 
lous  facts  will  be  greatly  impaired.. 

If  a  reafoner  be  allowed  at  his  pleafure  to 
place  his- antagonifl  in  the  midft  of  the  di 
lemma  of  fool  and  knave,  he  has  -where  to 
Hand,  and  he  may  fhake  the  whole  fabric  of 
moral  evidence. 

Dr 


Dr  Middleton  is  fo  charmed  with  the  no- 

* 

tion  of  detecting  a  trick  in  the  primitive 
church  at  Smyrna,  that,  after  having  plead 
ed  for  the  authority  of  the  reading  \a  dove} 
at  p.  126.  he  actually  pleads  for  the  reality 
of  the  dbve'itfelf,  at  p.  220.  "  If,"  fays  he? 
"  a  dove  was  really  feen  to  fly  out  of  the 
"  wood,  which  was  prepared  to  confume 
fs  Polycarp,  it  might  have  been  conveyed 
"  thither,  probably  by  d'ejign,  in  order  to  be 
"  let  loofe  at  a  certain  moment ;  as  in  the 
u  funerals  of  the  Roman  emperors,  an  ea- 
"  gle  was  always  obferved  to  fly  out  of  the 
"  funeral  pile,  as  foon  as  it  began  to  blaze,. 
"  which  was  fuppofed  to  convey  the  foul  of 
"  the  deceafed  to  heaven ;  of  which  a  fo- 
"  lemn  depoiiticn  was  constantly  made  up- 
'*  on  oath,  in  order  to  the  deification  of 
(t  thofe  emperors."  To  prove  the  noted 
fact'  of  the  eagle,  Dr  Middleton  takes  the 
trouble  of  quoting  Dion  Caffius,  lib.  Ivi.  and 
lib.  Ixxiv. ;  but  to  prove  the  fo  lemn  depofition 

conftantfy 
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ftmftarrtly  made,  he  fatisfies  himfelf  with  tlie 
flngle  teftimony  of  Juftin  Martyr-  Such  an 
implicit  reliance  on  the  teftimony  of  one 
primitive  father,  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
from  Dr  Middleton  ;  and  tins  the  rather, 
becaufe  if  we  underftand  the  word  OMVVVT& 
of  one  \vho  avers.y  and  not  of  one  ivho  makes 
a  folemn  depofition,  the  teftimony  of  Juftin 
Martyr  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  And  in^- 
deed  there  feems  to  have  been  no  great  oc- 
cafion  for  putting  any  of  .the  fpeclators  up 
on  oath,  in  order  to  prove  what  every  fpec- 
tator  might  have  feen,  u  that  an  eagle  a^ 
"  fcended  from  the  funeral  pile." 

But  waving  this,  it  will  occur  to  the  read- 
.er,  that  a  more  extraordinary  hypothecs 
.than  that  of  Dr  Middleton  was  never  devi- 
fed.  The  deilgn  of  letting  loofe  the  dove  at 
,a  certain  moment  muft  have  been  planned 
.iind  executed  by  the  Chriftians ;  for  neither 
ithe  Heathens  nor  the  Jews  would  have  con- 

irived 


trived  this  notable  feat  in  honour  of  ^Poly- 
carp. 

From  the  manner  in  which  Dr  Middleton 
;has  adjufted  the  circumftances  of  the  ftory, 
one  would  be  led  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Chri- 
ftians,  being  mafters  of  the  theatre,  had  full 
.liberty  of  employing  any  pageant  which 
might  beft  conduce  to  the  reputation  of  the 
martyr.  It  feems,  that  they  took  the  hint 
from  the  eagle  whiclrflew  out  of  the  funeral 
pile  of  the  Roman  emperors,  as  foon  as  it  be 
gan  to  blaze  \  but  that,  improving  on  this 
hintj  they  made  their  dove  iflue  out  when 
the  fire  was  well  nigh  extinguifhed.  How 
thofe  fagacious  artifts  contrived  to  -keep  the 
dove  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  flames  until  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  fpeclacle^  muft  remain  for  e- 
*ver  among  the  arcana  .of  natural  philofophy. 

Enough  has  been  faid  to  prove,  that  the 
Chriftians  of  Smyrna  have  no  title  to  the 
^honour  of  that  very  ingenious  contrivance 
.afcribed  to  them  by  Dr  Middleton. 

i  Since, 


then-,  the  circumftances  of  the 
exclude   all  pofiibility  of  knavery,   we   are 
furnifhed  with  an  additional   argument  for 
f>rovlng>  that  the  dove  was   not  originally  in 
the  epiftle  from  the  church  of  Smyrna. 
"Jjf  the  Chriftians  imagined,  that  they  faw 
a  dove  ifTue  from  the  body  of  Polycarp,  they 
muft  have  been  vifionaries,  and  of  a  temper 
exceedingly  credulous.     Now,  if  that  had 
been  their  difpofition  at  the  time  of  the  mar* 
tyrdom  of  Polycarp,  they  would  have  rela 
ted  this  extraordinary  appearance   with   all 
the  circumftances  in  which  their  credulity- 
had  clothed   it.      For  example,    the   dove 
would  have  been  whiter  than  fnow ;  it  would 
have  fluttered  round  the  head   of  the  mar 
tyr,   and  it  would  have  fuddenly  vanifhed 
from  the  fight  of  the   fpedhitors.     This,  it 
will  be  admitted,   is  agreeable  to  the  feelings 
and  operations  of  human  nature  :  neverthe- 
lefs  the  dove  is  carelefsly  mentioned,  as  a 
•S  common. 
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common  and  uninterefting  event,  not  as  a 
moft  extraordinary  phenomenon. 

Le  Moine,  Proleg.  ad  varia  facra,  thinks, 
that  ^rep/f  re^a  is  an  erroneous  reading  •,  and 
yet  he  adds  an  obfervation,  which,  if  juft, 
would  go  far  to  prove,  that  it  was  the  an-  j 
cient  reading.  His  words  are  :  ff  Si  tamen 
cc  codicibus  recentioribus  flandum  fit,  et 
<e  vox  7Tfcj>/c7i|>a  fervanda,  et  martyrium  Po- 
**  lycarpi  ifto  novo  prodigio  ornandum  et 
*'  decorandum,  nullus  dubito^  quin  Lucianus 
**  hoc  ridere  voluerit  fi&ione  vulturis  fubi- 
*{  to  exeuntis  ex  rogo  Peregrini,  quad  vo- 
*<  luiflet  innuere  miraculum  idem  fuifTe,  et 
"  in  morte  Polycarpi,  et  in  morte  Peregrini 
*'  fui,  eadem  levitate  ac  vanitate  ifta  difle- 
*'  minari,  fatuse  plebeculse  l&cfiaupeftfTifXS 
*'  prandia  ac  irritamenta,  nee  Chriftianos 
<(  difficiliores  dcbere  fe  pr^eftare,  quoad 
**  vulturem  unius  probandum  et  laudandum, 
f<  quam  ad  alterius  columbam  memoran- 
<e  dam  et  deprrcdicandam."  And  again  : 

«  Ex 
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**  Ex  rogo  Peregrin!  vulturem  evolafle  fin- 
"  xit,  quern  poflea  fe  vidifie  per  omnia  fa^ 
"  era  jurarant  fabularum  fuperftitioii,  inep- 
"  ti,  ac  ilolidi  helluones.  Cum  vultur  ifte 
ts  fuerit  tantum,  ludentis  cerebri  Luciani  i~ 
M  maginarium  figmentum,  unde  dicit  Lu- 
**  cianus  a<p^a  OLV]OV,  ego  ipfe  emifi  vultu* 
((  rein  iftum,  in  nido  jocantis  cerebri  mei 
"  ilium  exclufi,  fovi,  ac  einiii.  Soli  mihi  tri- 
'*  buendum  eft,  quod  fit,  quod  volat,  &c. 
tf  quod  idea  forfan  a  Luciano  jiftum  quia  CQr 
'*  lumha  in  rogp  Polycarpi  apparuijfe  Icgeba- 
«  tur." 

With  the  Latinity  of  this  paflage  I  have 
no  concern  :  but  on  the  conjecture  itfelf  I 
muft  be  permitted  to  make  a  few  obferva» 
tions. 

Every  one  knows  the  ftory  of  Peregrinus, 
or  Proteus,  the  Cynic  philofopher,  who  threw 
himfelf  into  a  burning  pile  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  Olympic  games.  The  learned  are  a- 
greed^  that  this  happened  either  in  the  year 
S  2  165 


165  or  169  of  the  vulgar  sera.     See  Lucia* 
mis,  Reitzii,  t.  iii.  p,  556. 

It  is  plain  from  the  narrative  of  Lucian, 
that  he  related  the  event  immediately  after 
it  happened. 

The  learned  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  time 
of  the  martyrdom  of  Polyearp.  It  is  placed 
by  different  authors  in  147,  163,  167,  and 
169. 

If  Peregrinus  died  in  165,  Lucian,  who 
drew  up  his  narrative  immediately  after  that 
event,  could  not  have  alluded  to  the  mar 
tyrdom  of  Polysarp,  fuppofing  it  to  have 
happened  in  167  or  169. 

But  as  the  time  of  the  martyrdom  of  Po- 
lycarp  is  uncertain,  and,  as  the  time  of  the 
death  of  Peregrinus  is  not  abfolutely  fixed, 
there  can  be  no  reliance  on  critic  Lfms  of  this 
nature.  Let  the  martyrdom  of  Polyearp  be 
placed  as  early,  and  the  fuicide  of  Peregri- 
jms  as  late  as  hiftorical  probability  will  al- 
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low;  the  one  in  the  year  147,  the  other  in 
the  year  169. 

Thus  the  greateft  interval  that  could  pof- 
fibly  have  happened  between  the  two  events, 
is  no  more  than  twenty-two  years  :  it  there 
fore  follows,  that  if  Lucian  alluded  to  the 
J  ftory  of  the  dove,  that  ftory  was  known  "in 
the  world,  and  had  become  a  fubjecl  of  con-- 
verfation  among  the  Heathens  within  twen 
ty-two  years  after  the  event. 
.  If  fuch  was  the  cafe,  it  is  vain  to  mention 
the  credulity  of  later  ages,  and  the  readings 
of  recent  manufcripts,  [recentiores  codices]  ; 
for  the  exiftence  of  the  dove,  according  to 
common  report,  will  be  very  ancient,  and, 
in  a  manner,  coeval  with  the  martyrdom  of 
Polycarp. 

If  the  word  Tr^^n^  was  in  the  Chriftian 
narrative  fo  early  as  the  time  at  which  Lu- 
cian  wrote  his  treatife  concerning  the  death 
of  Peregrinus,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  it 
was  originally  there,  and  BO  room  will  be 

left 
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left  for  an  emendation  of  the  text,  which 
Le  Moine  has  propofed,  on  the  fuppo  'tion, 
that  wfydfap*  was  not  in  the  original  narra 
tive. 

But  the  truth  is,  that  Lucian^  wh^n  he 
wrote  of  PeregrimiSj  had  not  the  martyr 
dom  of  PoJycarp  in  view.  Le  Moine  fup- 
pofes,  that  he  hinted  at  the  fabled  miracle  of 
the  dove,  [quaii  volunTet  innuere.]  But 
what  occafion  was  there  for  hinting  his  dif- 
feelief  of  a  circumftance  attending  the  death 
of  one  of  the  followers  of  Chrift,  in  a  trea- 
tife  where  he  openly  and  avowedly  profefTes 
his  contempt  of  Chriftianity  and  its  author  ? 
In  ridiculing  the  Cynics,  he  may  be  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  hinted  at  the  Stoics,  who  were 
at  that  period  the  fafhionable  feel:  -,  but  there 
was  no  reafon  for  his  being  fo  cautious  with 
regard  to  the  defpifed  and  hated  Chrift  ians. 
Accordingly  we  fee,  that  in  this  treatife  he 
aims  his  bolt  at  the  doctrine  of  benevolence, 
which  Chrift  taught  j  and  which  his  difci- 

ples, 


|>les,  by  the  confeffion  of  their  enemies 
themfelves,  univerfally  obeyed.  The  buf 
foon  who  could  make  a  mode  at  Chriftian 
charity,  would  not  have  fpared  the  dove  of 
the  church  of  Smyrna. 

It  may  be  demanded,  wherefore  did  Lu- 
cian  imagine  this  fiction  of  the  vulture  ? 
Gefner  feems  to  have  given  a  fatisfaclory  an- 
fwer  to  the  queftion.  "  As  a  living  Cynic 
<e  was  a  dogy  the  foul  of  a  Cynic  might  be 
«*  aptly  represented  under  the  emblem  of  a 
4(  vulture,  [vultur  canis  inter  aves  ut  inter 
V  homines  Cynici"  Vid.  Lucianus  Reitzii^ 
^.iii.  p.  360.] 

Had  Lucian  known  any  thing  of  the  nar 
rative  of  the  church  of  Smyrna,  and  had 
he  meant  to  draw  a  comparifon  between  the 
death  of  Polycarp  and  that  of  Peregrinus, 
he  would  probably  have  copied  the  circum- 
fiances  which  are  reported  to  have  attended 
the  death  of  Polycarp,  inftead  of  faying,  in 
his  fictitious  narrative,  that  there  was  an 
earthquake,  and  that  Peregrinus  cried  with 


i,      3tS       J 

(     144    ) 

a.  loud  voice,  and  in  theatrical  language,  <*  I 
"  have  quitted  the  earth,  and  I  go  to  hea- 

«  ven." 

i  gfubjm  '*'J 
Thus  we  may  conjecture,  that  Lucian,  fo 

far  from  meaning  to  allude  to  the  martyr 
dom  of  Polycarp,  did  not  fo  much  as  know 
the  circumftances  of  that  event. 

II.  Holding  then  the  dove  to  have  been  an 
interpolation,  the  next  queftion  is,  By  what 
means  did  it  come  into  the  text  ? 

As  to  this,  two  feparate  hypothefes  have 
been  maintained  :  i .  It  is  faid  to  have  come 
there  by  accident ;  2.  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
defignedly  placed  in  the  text. 

i .  As  to  the  firft  hypothecs,  that  the  word 
9re^/f rejja  came  into  the  text  by  accident, 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr  Whifton,  in  one  of  his  rambling  pu 
blications,  fays,  «'  If  we  take  Mr  Allan's  e- 
*  mendation  of  Tnqiw&x,  for  Tfcf/CTffct,  and 
t(  fllPPfy  what  will  then  be  wanting,  the 
"  reading  will  be,  there  came  out  a  large 
2  quantity 
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(<  quantity  of  tvater^  and  abundance  of  l>Ioodt 
"  as  was  the  cafe  of  the  piercing  our  Sa- 
"  viour's  fide  upon  the  crofs ;  to  which 
"'  reading  I  incline."  Account  of  the  exaft 
time  when  miraculous  gifts  ceafed  in  the'churck, 
p.  40. 

The  reading  here  propofed  is,    c§«A0e  TT*- 

I  f/^  v  ~A  V 

^KTffeiOL     VQ&TOC     Kj     TTA^C/Of     CLljUOLTOi;. 

Dr  Jortin,  Remarks  on  ecclefiaftical  hiftory, 
t.'ii.  pi  125.  juftly  obferves,  "That  this  i's 
u  too  bold,  and  paffes  the  bounds  of  fober 
'*  criticifm.'* 

Indeed  it  is  extravagant ;  for  it  remove's 
one  difficulty  by  a  defperate  conjecture,  and 
introduces  another  difficulty,  no  lefs  embar- 
raffing,  in  its  ftead.  In  the  body  of  a  man 
there  may  be  5r.\«(W  aiuoiToe,  "  abundance 
"  of  blood ; "  but  in  the  fame  body  there 
cannot  be  Trtfujtreta  vlaToc,  "  a  large  quan- 
"  tity  of  water."  Mr  Whifton  did  not  read 
in  our  fcriptures,  "  That  a  large  quantity  of 
**  water  iffued  out  at  the  piercing  of  our 
T  "  Saviour's 


(t  Saviour's  fide."  The  large  quantity  of 
water  would  have  been  a  circumftance  juft 
as  wonderful  as  the  dove. 

Another  conjecture  as  to  this  paffage  has 
been  more  generally  received.  It  is  thus 
ifcued  by  Dr  Brcoke,  Examination  of  Dr 
Middletcri's  free  inquiry,  p,  98.  "  If,"  fays 
he,  <«  the  text  has  been  corrupted,  the'moft 
"  probable  and  the  moft  ingenious  emenda«- 
*f  tion  is,  I  think,  that  of  Le  Moine,  Pro- 
"  leg.  ad  varia  facra,  who  reads  iT/^ifTtpi 
"  TTK^CI;  OLIJJLCLTOG,  ^  manufcripts  where  the 
"  words  ftand  clofe  together  undiftinguifhed 
**  by  any  acceats  or  interpunclions,  as  is  the 
*'  cafe  in  many  manufcripts,  it  was  eafy  for 
"  a  carelels  and  ignorant  tranfcriber  to  write 
tc  t?wA.0ft  inftead  of  t§?x9'  and  then,  finding 
*'  the  next  word  written  Trtftsrifai,  it  was 
"  natural  to  infert  afterwards  the  particle 
"  xa/V  as  thinking  it  wanting  to  make  out 
«  the  fenfe  and  contraction  of  the  paflagey 
4<  and,  from  one  fuch  tranfcript,  it  is  eafy  to 

imagine 


<c  imagine,  how  this  text  might  fpread  itfelf 
**<  through  the  reft  of  the  copies,  and  ap- 
ts  pear  in  thpfe  manufcripts,  out  of  which 
'MJiher  and  Bolland  made  their  editions, 
"  and  which  gave  authority  to  the  prefent 
"  reading." 

An  error  fuch  as   Dr  Brooke  mentions, 
*  may,  no   doubt,   have  been   committed  by 
the  ignorance  or  carelefinefs  of  tranfcribers. 
We  read  ancient  authors  as  they  have  been 
corrected  by  the  critical  {kill  of  publishers ; 
but  were  we  to  read   them  as  they  are  in 
many  MSS.    we   fhould   meet   with  thou- 
fands  of  examples,   where   greater  changes 
have  been  made  by  impertinent  tranfcribers. 
Dr  Jortin,  who  had  a  more  mufical  ear 
than  Dr  Brooke,    reads,    e£«*0ey   inftead  of 
•%vhtf   to   av6id  poetic  numbers.      He  alfo 
propofes  uf&ftcjipit    as  preferable  to  ITT^I- 
trip*     Remarks  on  ecclcfiajlical  hiftory,  t.  ii. 
.p.  124. 

Such  niceties,  however,  are  of  little  mo- 
T  3  ment. 


ment.    The  reading  propofed  by  Le  Maine 
is  ftill  the  bafis  of  the  whole. 

That  reading  has  been  adopted  by  "Wake, 
.Smith,  Brooke,  and  many  other  learned 
men.  Neverthelefs  there  may  remain  fome 
doubts  of  its  propriety. 

That  "abundance  of  blood  iflued  from 
"  the  left  fide  of  Polycarp,"  is  a  circum- 
ftance  infignifkant  in  itfelf,  and  which  could 
fcarcely  have  fallen  under  the  obfervation  of 
the  Chriftian  fpe&ators. 

The  other  hypothefis  feems  more  proba 
ble  ;  that  the  dove  was  inferted  by  fome  im* 
pertinent  copift  who  wifhed  to  embellilh  the 
narrative. 

The  appearance  of  a  dove  at  the  martyr 
dom  of  faints,  is  not  without  example  in  le 
gendary  ftory. 

Prudentius  fpeaks  of  the  foul  of  the  vir 
gin  Eulalia,  which  ifTued  from  her  mouth  iii 
the  form  of  a  white  dove. 

>;flotv-  « Emicat 


Emicat  indc  columba  recens  ' 
Martyris  os  nive  candidior 
Vifa  reiinquere  et  ailra  fequi. 
-Spiritus  hie  erat  Eulalise 
La&eolus,  celer,  innocuus." 
Eytnnus  in  laudem  Eulalix 
/.  160.  &c. 


A  circumftance  of  this  nature  having 
found  place  in  the  account  of  the  paffion  of 
one  faint,  it  is  not  ftrange  that  fomething 
fimilar  fliould  be  related  of  another.  This 
is  to  tranfcribe  a  fable,  with  the  variation  of 
names  5  than  which  nothing  is  more  com 
mon  among  biographers  of  that  clafs. 

Dr  Jortin  mentions  the  ftory  of  Eulalia, 
and  adds,  "  This  hath  made  fome  fufpecl:, 
-"  that  the  ftory  of  Poly  carp's  dove  might 
"..be  fomewhat  more  ancient  .than  the  time 
'"  of  Prudentius,  and  gave  occafion  to  thie 
"  fiction  about  Eulalia's  dove."  One  would 
ibe  induced  to  draw  a  ^cmite  oppofite  infer- 


?ence,  and  to  conclude,  that  the  ftoryof  Eu- 
ialia's  dove  gave  occaiion  to  the  fiction  of 
-Polycarp's  dove  ;  becaufe  Chriftians  were 
jnore  credulous  hi  the  days  of  Prudentius 
than  in  the  fecond  century.  ^ 

It  Teems  no  improbable  conjecture,  that 
Pionms,  who  drew  up  the  Greek  legend  of. 
Polycarp,  was  the  psrfon  who  interpolated 
.the  dove  in  the  narrative  of  the  church  of 
Smyrna.  He  who  compofcd  that  legend, 
would  not  have  been  deterred  by  fcruples  of 
confcience  from  making  an  interpolation. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  the  ancient  Latin  ver- 
iion  of  the  account  of  the  martyrdom  of 
Polycarp,  is  made  from  the  copy  written  by 
Pionius.  We  thus  trace  the  ftory  of  the 
dove  to  him  ;  and  we  have  no  evidence  that 
it  exifted  before  his  time. 

The  certificate  which  Pionius  has  fubjoin- 
cd  to  his  copy  rather  ferves  to  increafe  than 
diminifh  the  fufpicion,  that  we  owe  the  dove 
to  him}  and  that  he  might  have  faid  of  it> 

ss 


as  Lucian  faid  of  the  vulture,  <e  It  was  my** 
"  felf  that  let  it  fly/' 

His  certificate  runs  thus  :  "  I  Pionius 
'''tranfcribed  it  [the  epiftle]  from  the  copy 
<*  formerly  written,  having  fought  it  out  by 
**  the  revelation  of  Polycarp,  who  difcover- 
'*  ed  it  to  me,  as  I  fhall  declare  in  the  fe- 
c.f  quel.  I  have  gathered  thefe  things  toge- 
w  ther  when  they  were  already  well  nigh, 
*?  confumed  by  time,  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
**  Chrift  might  alfo  gather  me  with  his  e- 
<f  left;  to  whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the 
u  Holy  Ghofb,  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 
"'Amen." 

That  the  epiftle  from  the  church  of  Smyr 
na  fhould  have  been  in  danger  of  perifhing 
is  moft  improbable  ;  and  that  it  fhould  have 
been  revealed  by 'Polycarp  to  the  fabulift 
Pionius,  is  abfurd.  Here  then  there  is  evi 
dence  either  of  fanaticifm  or  knavery,.  per-» 
haps  of  both  j  and  to  a  perfon  of  fuch  a 
character  we  may,  with  propriety,  afcribe 
the  interpolation  of  the  word  n^-ri^ 

"So 


St  So  as  to  quench  the  fire."  It  is  hardly 
neceflary  to  obferve,  that  5r-x«'0ocy  here  ren 
dered  abundance,  implies  an  undetermined 
quantity ;  and  that  xarixf^eo-a/,  here  render 
ed  to  quench,  may  lignify  to  abate  or  damp. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  thar  as  the 
executioner,  before  he  could  ftab  Polycarp,, 
muft  have  thrown  down  the  pile,  it  is  pro 
bable,  that  the  fire  did"  not  blaze  at  the  time 
here  fpoken  of,  as  fome  critics  have  imagi 
ned. 

"  That  they  might  have  fellowship  with 
l<  his  body."  The  Greeks  had  an  early  ve 
neration  for  the  bodies  of  departed  faints  j 
to  what  excefles  this  veneration  afterwards 
arofe  is  well  known. 

Pag.  21. 

"  Left,  leaving  him  that  was  crucified, 

"  they   begin    to   worfhip   this   man."     Le 

Glerc  fuppofes,  that  this  was  an  abfurd  ob- 

fervation  5    and  he  alks^  What  concern   it 

I  was 


of  the  Heathens  and  Jews,  whether  the 

iChriftians   worfhipped    Jefus   or   Polycarp. 

,« -Quid  hoc  intererat  Judseorum  vel  Ethni- 
(f«,.corum  ?  fed  improbi  homines,  cum  nul- 

Jf*  lam  malignitati  rationis  fpeciem  prsetexere 
««,,poflent,  non  falfam  tantum,  fed  et  abfur- 

CJf.  .dam  comment!  funt."  Hiftoria  Ecclef. 
p.  729.  Le  Clerc  read  and  wrote  with  too 
much  precipitation  :  had  he  allowed  himfelf 
leifure  to  reflect,  he  would  have  perceived, 
that  the  obfervation  made  by  the  Heathens 
apd  the  Jews  was  not  abfurd.  If  we  fuppofe, 
that  they  held  Chriftianity  to  be  true,  the 
obfervation  is  indeed  abfurd  ;  but  we  muft 
remember,  that  they  held  Chriftianity  to  be 
the  vt/ion  tf  fn  per/tit  ion  and  enthufiafm  ;  for 
they  were  not  fo  refined  in  their  apprehen- 
fions  as  to  believe  it  the  fiftion  of  knaver. 
Now,  while  they  remained  in  this  belief, 
their  obfervation  was  juft,  and  deduced  from 
the  nature  of  man.  The  affections  of  an  en- 
thufiaft  are  inconftant  and  defultory,  and 
U  the 
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the  obj'efts  of  the  veneration  of  the  fuper- 
ftitious  vary  from  age  to  age.  Thus,  for 
example,  St  John  of  Beverley,  and  St  Tho 
mas  a  Becker,  became  fucceffively  the  tute 
lary  faints  of  England,  while  evangelifts  and 
apoftles  were  no  longer  had  in  remembrance. 
Nay  more,  on  the  continent,  St  Anthony, 
St  Francis,  and  St  Bridget,  were  fucceeded, 
or  at  leafl  rivalled,  by  other  St  Anthonys 
Francifes,  and  Bridgets. 

"  Who  alfo  kept  watch  on  us  when  we 
"  were  about  to  convey  away  the  body  from 
*'  the  pile."  By  comparing  this  paflage  with 
what  follows,  of  t(  the  Centurion's  percei- 
"  ving  the  oppofition  of  the  Jews,"  &rc.  it 
appears,  ;that  the  Chriftians  had  privately 
bargained  with  the  Centurion  for  the  body 
pf  Polycarp  ;  and  that  Le  Clerc's  notion,, 
of  the  proconfui  having  rejected  the  petition 
for  with-holding  the  body,  is  altogether  er 
roneous. 

Pag.  22, 
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Pag.  22. 

"  For  the  falvation  of  all  that  are  faved 
"  throughout  the  world."  In  the  epiftle, 
as  publimed  by  Archbifhop  Ufher,  there  is 
added,  [the  juft  for  the  unjuft]  ;  which  fome 
confider  to  be  an  interpolation.  The  words 
are  at  leaft  redundant  in  this  place. 

«  More  excellent."  tfsx///im/>a.  Which 
means,  "  That  no  gold  would  ftand  the  teft 
"  fo  well."  But  that  expretnon  would  have 
founded  uncouth  in  Englifli. 

«  We  placed  them  where  it  was  fitting." 
The  Chriftians  of  Smyrna  cautioufly  avoided 
any  mention  of  the  place  in  which  they  had 
laid  the  bones  of  Poly  carp,  left  their  ene 
mies  fhould  deprive  them  of  what  they  e- 
fleemed  a  moft  precious  depofite. 

Pag.  23. 

«e  There  we  purpofe,  whenever  God  mall 

*e  grant    opportunity,"    &c.       Archbifhop 

Wake  has  mifunderilood  the  fenfe   of  this 

pafiage.     He   tranflates   it,    "  Where  being 

U  2  "  gathered 


(e  gathered  together,  as  we  have  opportu- 
"  nity,  with  joy  and  gladnefs,  the  Lord  ihall 
<e  grant  unto  us  to  celebrate,"  &c. 

**  An  eminent  teacher  he  was,  and  more- 
'<  over  a  chofen  martyr."  Archbifhop 
Wake,  by  joining  this  with  the  preceding 
fentence,  has  made  the  Chriftians  of  Smyr 
na  fay,  that  <c  Polycarp  was  fpoken  of  by 
"  the  very  Gentiles  therofelves  in  every 
"  place,  as  having  been  not  only  an  emi- 
"  nent  teacher,  but  alfo  a  glorious  martyr." 
Surely  the  Heathens  did  not  fpeak  of  Poly- 
carp  as  having  been  a  glorious  martyr. 
Pag.  24. 

'*  Free  gift."     S^cT.     It  is  not  vei-y  ob 
vious,  why  Archbiihop  Wake  fliould  have 
tranflated  L^a  by  the  word  help. 
Pag.  25. 

"  Now  the  martyrdom  of  the  bleffed  Po- 
"  lycarp  happened  on  the  fecond  day  of  the 
f(  month  Xanthicns,  before  the  feventh  of 

"  the 
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«  the  kalends  of  March,   at  the  feafon  of 
"  the  Great  Sabbath,  at  the  eighth  hour." 

Inftead  of  "  kalends  of  March?  the  epi- 
ftle   publifhed  by  Ufher  has  "  kalends  of 
"•  May"     This  is  an  error  of  the  tranfcri- 
ber  ;  for  the  month  Xanthicus  began  on  the 
22d  of  February,  and  confequently  the   2d 
of  that  month  could  not  be  the  feventh  of 
the  kalends  of  May,  [i.  e.  2yth  of  April]. 
Although  there  is  here  a  very  minute  ac 
count   of  the  month,    day,    and  hour,  on 
which  Polycarp  fuffered  martyrdom,   it  is 
exceedingly  difficult,    if  not  impoffible,    to 
make  all  the  parts  of  the  account  to  be  con 
fident.     In   modern   language,    the   epiftle 
from  the  Chriftians  of  Smyrna  fays,   that 
Polycarp  fuffered  martyrdom  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the   23d   of 
February.     But  here  lies  the  difficulty,  that 
it  is  added,  "  at  the  feafon  of  the  Great  Sab- 
"  bath"     Now,  if  the  Great  Sabbath  meant, 
as  many  learned  men  imagine,  the  Saturday 
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*n  Pajfion  "week,  tkat  Saturday  could  never, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  be  the  23d  of  Fe 
bruary.  If  by  the  Great  Sabbath  fome  o- 
ther  feftival  was  meant,  it  will  be  no  lefs 
difficult  to  afcertain  what  feftival  it  was 
which  pa!Ted  under  that  name. 

"  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  reigning  for  ever- 
"  more."  Had  the  writers  of  this  epiftle 
mentioned  either  the  names  of  the  confuls 
of  the  year,  or  the  name  of  the  emperor 
then  reigning,  that  perplexed  queftion  in 
chronology,  concerning  the  time  of  Poly- 
carp's  martyrdom,  would  have  been  of  eafy 
folution ;  whereas,  by  affeftedly  blending  a 
fpiritual  computation  with  civil  dates,  they 
have  left  room  for  endlefs  controversies.  I 
have  been  favoured  with  fome  obfervations 
by  a  learned  perfon,  which  are  here  given 
in  his  own  words.  ((  I  queftion  whether 
<c  the  genuine  epiftle  did  not  end  with  the 
**  words,  his  ivhole  houfe.  The  dates,  &c. 
6t  were  perhaps  added  by  Pionius ;  and  thus 

"  many 
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*'  many  difficulties  will  be  removed  ;  parti~ 
"  cularly  we  may  allow  Polycarp  to  have 
*'  been  martyred  in  Paffion  week.  It  is  not 
"  likely  that  the  church  of  Smyrna,  in  wri- 
"  ting  to  the  other  churches  of  Afia,  fhould 
"  tell  them  the  names  of  the  afiarch  and 
*'  proconful ;  and  I  think  they  had  too 
"  much  fenfe  to  mention  the  reign  of  Jefus 
'*  Chrift  on  fuch  an  occafion." 
Pag.  27. 

"  The  fervants  of  Chrift,  inhabiting  Vienne 
"  and  Lyons  of  Gaul."  The  two  cities  were 
under  the  government  of  one  Prelident,  and 
the  Chriftians  in  both  had  undergone  like 
perfecution  :  it  was  natural,  therefore,  for 
them  to  join  in  this  epiftle  to  the  brethren 
in  Alia. 

Valerius  puts  the  queftion,  "  "Why  was 
"  Vienne  placed  before  Lyons  ?"  He  did 
not  recollect,  that  one  of  the  places  muft 
neceffarily  have  been  mentioned  before  the 
other-,  and  confc-*aently,  that  a  like  que 
ftion 


ftion  might  have  been  put,  had  the  name  of 
Lyons  flood  before  Vienne.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  words  were  arranged  as  beft  fuited 
the  ear  of  the  writer.  The  folutions  given1 
by  Valefius  may  ferve  to  fhew,  that  fuch 
minute  difquifitions  are  in  their  nature  un 
profitable.  He  produces  two  :  i .  That  the 
Chriftians  of  Lyons  being  the  writers  of  the 
epiftle,  placed  Vienne  firft,  through  civility 
\_honoris  caitfa].  2.  That  Vienne  was  the 
moft  ancient  colony.  And  thus,  his  firft 
reafon  fuppofesjfa  zw/r,  and  his  fecond,  right. 
t(  Throughout  Afia  and  Phrygia."  It 
has  been  afked,  "  Why  did  the  Chriftians 
"  of  Gaul  write  in  Greek  to  their  brethren 
"  in  Afia?"  The  reafons  are  obvious. 
Greek  was  the  language  of  bufinefs  in  the 
intercourfe  between  the  weft  and  the  eaftern 
provinces,  and  it  was  the  common  language 
of  Afia.  Befides,  there  is  good  ground  to 
believe,  that  the  Chriftians  of  Lyons  and 
Vienne  were  generally  of  Greek  original  j 
2  for 


'""for  moft  of  the  perfons  who  eminently  fuf- 
•fered  during  the  perfecution,  appear  by 
•  their  names  to  have  been  Greeks,  as  Pothi- 
nus,  Attains,  Alcibiades,  and  Biblias.  Vet- 
tius  has  a  Greek  appellation,  EpagatLus. 
'  Gregory  of  Tours,  De  gloria  martyrum,  1. 1 . 
c.  49.  has  preferved  the  names  of  many  of 
the  martyrs,  which  are  manifeftly  Greek,  as 
Macarius,  Philominus,  Rhodone,  Arefcius, 
Photinus,  not  the  biihop,  Zotiraus,  Zoti- 
-cus,  &c. 

"  Rage  of  the  Heathen,"  or  "  of  the  na- 

•"  tions."     This  alludes  to  Pfal.ii.  i.  which 

ihews  in  what  fenfe  the  Chriftians  of  Gaul, 

in  the  fecond  century,  underftood  that  pfalm. 

Pag.  28. 

<c  Preluding  already  to  that  his  coming." 
I  was  uncertain  as  to  the  true  meaning  of 
this  pafTage,  until  a  learned  and  eminent 
perfon  explained  it,  and  added  this  note. 
"  Alluding,  as  I  fuppofe  to  2  ThefT.  ii.  9. 
cfl' iveoyei&v  r<t 


The  primitive  Chriilians 
"  looked  with  terror  towards  thofe  evils, 
"  which  the  Adverfary,  the  Antichrijl,  or 
"  by  what  other  name  they  fignifkd  that 

";*•*  T'>    i •  '     *"  '/*'J^ 

*c  myjlery  of  iniquity ,  which  began  to  {hew 
•c  itfelf  early,  fhould  one  day  bring  upon 
«  them." 

u  From  houfes."  The  fenfe  is,  that  the 
Chriftians  were  prevented  from  having  any 
intercourfe  with  their  neighbours  ;  not,  that 
they  Were  not  permitted  io  remain  in  their 
own  habitations. 

**  Markets  and  courts  of  juftice."  The 
word  in  the  original  is  ayo^a,  which  may- 
comprehend  boih  markets  and  courts  of  ju- 
flice.  The  fenfe  is,  (<  places  of  public  and 
"  neceflary  refort." 

Pag.  29. 

"  Held  in  durance."  Valerius  remarks, 
that  hitherto  the  epiftle  only  fpeaks  of  the 
contumelies  of  the  multitude,  and  therefore, 
that  this  does  not  mean,  that  the  -Chriftians 

were 
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Were  imprifoncd,  but  that  having  met  witli 
infults  when  they  appeared  in  public,  they 
confined  themfelves  at  home.  Neverthelefs 
mtyxKetffett  is  a  itrong  word  to  be  vifed,  were 
nothing  more  underftood  than  what  Vale- 
fius  fuppofes.  The  enthufiaftic  fury  of  the 
Heathens  might  poffibly  have  incited  them 
to  imprifon  the  Chriftians  without  any  in- 
terpofition  of  civil  authority. 

"  Magiftrates  of  the  city,"  or  the  decem 
virs,  tfytcixt  properly  means  the  fuperior 
judges,  who  had  the  jus  gladii,  or  the  power 
of  inflicting  capital  punishments;  but  it  is 
alfo  ufed,  in  a  lefs  accurate  fenfe,  for  infe 
rior  magift  rates. 

Pag.  30. 

"  Governor."  wye^cJy,  or  prafes.  Vale- 
iius  underftands  this  perfon  to  have  been  the 
legatus  Cafaris',  and  he  quotes  an  infcrip- 
tion  in  Gruter,  where  mention  is  made  of 
'*  Legatus  Imp.  Nervx  Trajani  Csefaris  Aug. 
'*'  Previncif  Lttgdunenfis"  He  adds  a  re- 
X-2  niark.ibk 


markable  paflage  from  Spartian  In  Severe.- 
€(  Deinde  provlnciam  Lugdunenfcm  accepit." 
And  he  conjectures,  that  as  Severus,  after 
wards  emperor,  was  legatus  Provincia  Lug" 
dunenfis  in  the  reign  of  M.  Antoninus,  he 
was  the  governor  of  whom  the  epiftle  fpeaks. 
The  conjecture  is  ingenious,  and  the  beha 
viour  of  this  governor  accords  well  to  the 
harfh  and  unfeeling  temper  of  Severus  ; . 
concerning  whom  it  was  vulgarly  faid,  *'  Vere 
€t  Severus,  vere  Pertinax."  But  there  is 
too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  fame 
character  would  have  been  equally  applica 
ble  to  many  governors  of  provinces  in  that 
age, 

"  Vettius  Epagathus."  All  that  we  know 
wkh  certainty  of  this  good  man  is  from  the 
epiftle  of  the  Chriftians  of  Gaul.  Gregory. 
of  Tours,  Hift.  1.  i.  c.  29.  mentions  a 
"  Leucadius  primus  Galliarum  Senator,  qui 
"  de  ilirpe  Vettii  Epagathi  fuit,"  in  the. 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Decius.  This  pafTage- 

ia 


5n  Gregory  of  Tours,  fays  Valefars,  plainlyv 
indicates,  that  Vettius  Epagathus  was  a  per- 
fon  of  the  firft  nobility  in  Lyons  :  and  in 
deed,  adds  he,  the  fame  thing  is  evident 
from  the  epiftle  itfelf,  where  it  is  faid3, 
x<tt  yap  w  •im'wpoe.  But  tTrfovipoc  may  im~ 
ply,  "  diftinguifhed  for  his  virtues  and  ufe~ 
fulnefs,"  as  well  as  «  diftinguiflied  on  ac- 
"•  count  of  his  noble  birth." 

Pag  ..3 1. 

'*  Obtained  the  appellation  of  the  Advocate 
"  of  the  Ckriftians?     In    the   original   it   is- 
nty&ttiflec  X[>U;TI<X.VM  xpupcflfr&e.     There  are. 
various  opinions  as  to  the  interpretation  of. 
this  paiTage.    Rufinus  understands  it  to  figni- 
fy,  that  the  governor  gave  that  title  to  Vettius 
Epagathus, .  \_Advocatus  quidem  Ghrijlianorum. 
judlcis  Elogio,  appellatus]  ;  and  Valefius  is  of, 
the  fame  opinion.     Others  underftand  it  to 
fignify,  that  this  title  was  generally  befcowed 
on  him  by  the  Chriftians.     It  is  not  impro 
bable,    that  the   Governor,  in  a  taunting 

ftyle, 
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ftyle,  might  have  called  him  the  advocate-  of 
the  Chriftians*  and  that  the  Chriftians  them- 
felves  might  have  perpetuated  the  appella- 
tion>  with  the  view  of  doing  honour  to  the 
brave  zeal  of  Vettius  Epagathus.  There  is 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  very  name  of 
Chriftian  was  a  name  Imp&fcd  at  firft>  and  not 
ajfumed.  See  A  els  xi.  26.  The  name  oc 
curs  but  once  in  the  writings  of  the  apoftles. 
I  Peter  iv.  16.  \  and  even  there  it  may  be 
juftly  underfbood  of  a  name  which  the  fol 
lowers  of  Jefus  received  from  the  Heathens- 
or  the  Jews,  and  not  of  a  name  which  they 
arrogated  to  themfelves. 
Pag.  32. 

"'  Following  the  Lamb  where-ever  he  go-  ' 
««  eth.J>      This   obvioufly    alludes   to   Rev. 
xiv.  4. 

"  Ready  prepared  "  Intipirovlo.  They  who- 
entered  the  lifts  at  the  Gymnaftic  fliews  of 
the  ancients  were  examined  before  they  ob 
tained  permiilion  to  contend.  Inquiry  in  a 

fpecial 


fpecial  manner  was  made,  whether  they  were 
free-born,  and  whether  they  were  of  the  age 
required  in  combatants.  The  perfons  ad 
mitted  were  faid,  ti^m^ai,  and  the  per 
fons  rejected,  IxfmcSa/.  In  this  epiftle  there 
are  many  allufions  to  the  Gymnaftic  exerci- 
fes  •,  but  it  is  difficult  to  render  them  into 
Englifh  with  precifion  and  dignity ;  for  the 
words  racersy  boxers,  and  prize-fighters, 
convey  to  a  modern  ear  the  notion  of  fome- 
thing  mean  and  venal. 

"  .Fell  off."  i&7ri<rcv.  Valefius  obferves^ 
•that  in  one  MS.  the  word  is  ifctrpuff.ot.it.  He 
feems  to  think,  that,  through  the  officiouf- 
,nefs  of  tranfcribers,  that  word  was  exchan 
ged  for  one  in  more  general  ufe ;  and  he  in 
terprets  f$t7puffctv  in  a  paffive  fenfe  for  e?^.- 
$Ku§YiGQt.Yf  that  is,  tKTPtoiuci  iywov\o.  <(  They 
"  were  made  abortions."  A  like  metaphor 
occurs  hereafter  in  this  epiftle. 

Pag.  33. 

i    ^*  The  mod  excellent  perfons."    From  the 

whole 
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whole  ftrain  of  this  epiftle  it  is  evident,  that 
the  Chriftians  in  Lyons  and  Vienne  were  in- 
tlifcriminately  perfecuted ;  and  that  no  dif- 
tinction  was  made  by  their  enemies  between 
bond  or  free,  ecclefiaftics  or  laymen.     Eufe- 
bius,    Ecclef.  Hift.    b.  vi.  c.  28.    fays,    that 
'Maximin,   the  Thracian,  4<  ordained,    that 
•"  only  the  prefidents  of  the  churches  fhould 
be  put  to  cleatli.       I  T"&$  TGOV  t/L/cxwtjiuv  OLP'YCY- 
"*]ac  {Aovxi;  — —  avoiipc-t$Qai   Tr^o^Toi^'Jet."^     It  is  re 
markable,  that  Sulpicius  Severus  does  not 
-lake  this  perfecution- of  the  clergy  into  his 
account  of  the  general  persecutions.     Sec 
"b.  ii.  ch.  32. 

t(  Both  churches."     This  implies,    accor 
ding  to  Valefms,  that  there  was  a  Bifhop  at 
•Vienne  as  well  as  at  Lyons  ;  becaufe,  in  the 
language  of  Chnftian  antiquity,  ecclefia  is 
-never  ufed  unlefs  for  a  mother  or  cathedral 
church.      This   obfervation   is    too   general. 
Ecclefia  originally  implied   any  aflembly  or 
Congregation  •  of   Chriflian   believers-  5    anjt 
i  therefore 


therefore  muft  have  been  ufed  only  in  a  fe- 
condary  fenfe  for  a  fee. 

Pag.  34. 

*'*  Murder  of  young  children.*'  In  the  o- 
tiginal,  "  Banquets  of  Thyeftes."  Alluding 
'to  a  \tell-known  incident  in  the  ancient  hi- 
ftory  of  Greece.  That  the  primitive  Chri- 
•ftians  were  charged  as  guilty  of  the  murder 
of  young  children  in  their  religious  rites,  is 
certain  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  difcover  the  o- 
rigin  of  that  charge.  There  was  published 
at  London,  in  1727,  a  treatife,  intitled,  The 
calumnies  upon  the  primitive  Chriftians  ac 
counted  for.  By  Robert  Turner ,  M.  A.  Vi 
car  of  St  Peter's,  in  Colchefter.  8vo.  pp.228. 
The  induftrious  author  obferves,  that  the 
primitive  Chriftians  were  popularly  accufed 
of  Atheifm,  of  eating  young  children,  and 
of  incefl.  «  T^OL  iTri^p^anv  rjpw  iy*Kv- 

b&TTVOC,      OlOOTTO- 

Legat.   p.  4. 
Thefe,  fays  Mr  Turner,  are,  <(  the  three  o- 
Y  <J  riginal 


<c  riginal  calumnies,"  almoft  coeval  with. 
Chriftianity  itfelf. 

As  to  the  firjl  accufation,  the  primitive 
Chriftians  avowed  themfelves  to  be  Atheifts 
in  the  Heathen  fenfe  of  the  word ;  and  in 
deed  it  appears,  from  various  pafiages  in 
Tertullian  and  Minucius  Felix,  that  they 
fometimes  carried  their  contempt  of  the  Pa 
gan  divinities  beyond  the  bounds  of  evange 
lical  prudence. 

The  Emperor  Julian  calls  Chriftianity 
6f  TW  AQtbryTcc,"  the  Atheifm,  by  way  of  e- 
minence.  Although  no  very  candid  adver- 
iary,  he  could  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
Chriftians  denied  a  firft  caufe,  and  a  fuper- 
intending  Providence.  In  his  5ift  epi- 
file,  to  the  people  of  Alexandria,  he  com 
plains,  that  they  preferred  Jefus  to  the  Great 
Sun,  whom  he  is  pleafed  to  call,  t(  7o  &y 
"  a.yct.\^y.,  £  t,u^v%cv,  £  tvwv,"  i.e.  "the 

living,  animated,  and  intelligent  repre- 
cc  fentatioa  of  the  divinity."  This  explains 
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in  what  fenfe  it  was,    that  Julian  gave  the 
appellation  of  Atheifts  to  the  profeflbrs  of 
the  Chriftian  faith,  and  I  fuppofe  that  he 
fpoke  the  fentiments  of  the  other  Heathens. 
With   refpeft   to    the  fecond    accufation,, 
"  the  eating  of  young  children,"  the  parti 
culars  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  Minucius  Fe- 
Mx.     "  Concerning  the  initiation   of  novi- 
"  ces,"  fays  he,  "  an  abominable  fable  is  u- 
"  niverfally  reported.     An    infant   covered 
"  over  with  pafte  is  ferved  up   to   the   no- 
'  vice,    and   the    novice,    ignorant   of  the 
•*  difguife,  and   fufpefting  nothing,  is  exci- 
<c  ted  to  prick  holes  in  the  pafte  -,  and  thus, 
"  by  imperceptible  wounds,    is   the    infant 
"  flain.     Then  the  perfons  prefent  eagerly 
*'  lap  his  blood,  and  tear  his  limbs  to  pieces. 
<c  By  this  facriiice   they  are   covenanted  to- 
"  gether,  and  by  fuch  confcious  vvickednefs 
"  do  they  pledge  themfelves   to  mutual  fe- 
u  crecy.     Thefe  holy  rites   are   more  flagi- 
"  tious  than  ought  that  bears  the  appella- 
Y  2  «'  tion 


(     17*    ) 

<fr  tion  of  facrilege."  [Jam  de  initiandrs  ti- 
mnculis,  fabula  tain  deteftanda,  quam  nota 
eft :  Infans  farre  contectus,  ut  declpiat  incau- 
tos,  apponitur  ei  qui  facris  imbuitur  :  is  in- 
fans  a  tirunculo,  fan-is  fuperfkie  quail  ad 
innoxios  i£tus  provocato,  caecis  occultifquc 
•vulneribus  occiditur  :  hujus,  pro  nefas  !  ii- 
tienter  fanguinem  lambunt,  hujus  certatirn 
membra  difpertiunt :  Hac  foederantur  hoftia, 
hac  confcientia  fceleris  ad  filentium  mutuum 
pignerantur.  Hsec  faora  facrilegiis  omnibus 
tetrioraj  s 

I  will  not  ftay  to  prove,  that  fucli  abomi- 
nible  rites  could  never  have  been  celebrated 
by  the  true  difciples  of  Jefus.  The  report 
of  their  having  been  celebrated  is  fuppofed 
to  have  arifen  from  one  or  other  of  the  cau- 
fcs  following,  i.  The  general  enmity  of  the 
Heathens  againft  the  profeflbrs  of  Chriftia- 
nity.  2.  The  flagitious  practices  of  which 
certain  fanatics,  in  the  early  times  of  the 
Chriftian  church,  are  fliid  to  have  been 

guilty. 
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guilty.  3.  A  miftaken  apprehenfion  of  fome 
tenets  and  practices  peculiar  to  the  Chriftian 
religion. 

^  As  to  the  frfl,  "  The  general  enmity  of 
€f  the  Heathens  againft  the  profelTors  of 
"  Chriftianity,"  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  prejudice  and  credulity  have  given  rife 
to  many  abfurd  calumnies  :  of  this  there 
are  but  too  frequent  examples  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind.  Men  have  a  ftrange  propenfi- 
ty  in  railing  and  propagating  reports,  how 
ever  falfe,  which  may  ferve  to  defame  and 
render  odious  the  characters  of  their  ene 
mies.  Even  a  Chryfoftom  could  fay  of  the 
Emperor  Julian,  "  Tl  ay  nt;  Kiy'oi  rat;  ruy 
"  Trailer  crfayaV."  Adv.Gentcs^  t.  ii.  p.  560. 
The  prejudices  of  the  Heathens  againft  the 
difciples  of  Jefus  were  violent,  and  their 
credulity  exceffive.  Hence  it  is  not  impro 
bable,  that  they  might  have  afcribed  to  the 
Chriftians  whatfoever  was  fuppofed  to  be 

perpetrated 
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perpetrated  amongft  the  moft  favage  nations^,, 
or  by  the  moft  flagitious  of  men. 

To  facrifice  young  children  was  one  of 
the  folemn  rites  of  Paganifm.  But  this  was 
not  the  precife  charge  againft  the  primitive 
Chriftians;  for  they  were  accufed,  not  only 
of  flaying  a  young  child,  but  of  drinking 
Ms  blood,  and  eating  his  fiefh. 

Yet  this  alfo  is  not  without  example  ii> 
Heathen  ftory.  It  is  faid,  that  Catiline  and 
his  accomplices  murdered  a  boy,  and  join 
ed  in  eating  his  entrails,  when  they  bound 
themfelves  by  a  tremendous  oath  of  fecrecy. 
Plutarch,  t.  i.  p.  866.  edit.  P.iris  1624.; 
Dion  CaJJius.}  1.  xxxvii.  p.  43.  edit.  Leuncla- 
vii. 

I  mean  not  to  affirm,  that  Catiline  and 
his  accomplices  ever  perpetrated  a  crime  fcr 
favage.  All  that  is  neceiTary  for  my  puiv 
pofe  is,  that  the  Tbyeftcean  banquet  of  Cati 
line  was  popularly  reported,  and  popularly 
believed. 

Antiochus 
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Antiochus  Epiphanes  difcovered  a  Greek, 
in  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  whom  the  Jews 
were  fattening,  that  they  might  feed  on  him 
at  an  annual  facrifice  inftituted  in  execration 
of  the  Grecian  name.  Jofephus  contra  Api- 
&nem,  /.  2. 

This  ftory  is  abfurd ;  and  yet  it  gained 
credit  with  the  vulgar ;  was  received  into 
Apion's  book,  and  was  thought  worthy  of 
a  formal  confutation  by  Jofephus.  I  men 
tion  it,  not  fis  if  I  believed  it  any  more  than 
the  banquet  of  Catiline,  but  merely  to  fhew, 
that  the  charge  of  murdering  a  child,  and 
then  eating  it,  was  no  new  and  unknown 
charge  ;  and  that  if  prejudice  reported,  and 
credulity  believed  this  as  to  the  Jews  and  Ca 
tiline,  the  like  prejudice  might  report,  and 
the  like  credulity  might  believe  it,  as  to  the 
primitive  Chriftians. 

What  has  been  faid,  in  fome  meafure  ac 
counts  for  that  ancient  calumny  againft  the 
Chriftians,  that  in  their  religious  rites  the' 

murders  i 


murdered  an  infant,  drank  his  blood,  and 
cat  his  flefh ;  but  it  may  be  proper  to  in 
quire  into  the  particular  caufe  and  origin  of 
this  calumny. 

2.  Some  writers  afcribe  it  to  the  flagitious 
practices  of  which  certain  fanatics,  in  the 
early  times  of  the  Chriftian  church,  are  faid 
to  have  been  guilty. 

We  are  informed  by  ecclefiafucal  hifto- 
rians,  that  in  thofe  days  there  arofe  certain 
profligate  fanatics,  who  taught  and  practifed 
the  moft  horrible  enormities.     Of  this  num 
ber  was  Carpocras  or  Carpocrates,  head  of 
a  feet  of  the  Gnoilics.     Irenaus,  1.  i.  c.  24. ; 
Epiphaniusy  Adv.  Hseref.  27.;  and  EufebiuSy 
Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  iv.  c.  7.     His  tenets,   as  re 
lated  by  the  authors  here  quoted,  are  fo  im 
pious  and  extravagant,  that  they  would  ap- 
ear  incredible,  were  it  not,  that  no  limits 
an  be  fixed  to  the  caprices  of  weak  under- 
andings,  or  to  the  profligacy  of  corrupted 
iearts.    To  Carpocrates  and  his  followers  it 
2  is, 
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is,  that  Eufebius  afcribes  the  evil .  reports 
which  went  abroad  againft  the  followers  of 
Jefus,  and  particularly  that  report,  that  the 
Chriftians  ufed  "  morions  T/>o<pa/$."  This 
might  feem,  at  firft  vkw,  to  allude  to  that 
.execrable  food,  the  flefli  of  young  chil 
dren.  I  fufprjcT:,  however,  that  Eufebius 
means  fomething  elfe,  which  the  inquifitive 
reader  may  difcover  on  a  perufal  of  the 
works  of  Epiphanius,  but  which  I  mud  be 
excufed  from  explaining. 

The  ancient  fathers,  in  the  mod  direct 
terms,  accufed  the  Mbntanids,  another  feft 
of  fanatics,  of  the  crime  of  murdering  and 
eating  young  children  j  and  relate  the  dory 
with  the  very  fame  circumdances  which  the 
Heathens,  according  to  Minucius  Felix,  re 
lated  of  the  Chriftians.  "  It  is  reported  of 
"  the  Montanifb,"  fays  Augudin,  de  H&-- 
res  26.  "  that  they  were  wont  to  take  a-chihl 
s<  °f  a  ycar  oldy  and,  by  fmall  punftures  nil 
l<  over  its  bsdyt  to  cxtraEl  the  blood  from  if  ; 

Z-  "    that. 
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Sf  that  they  mixed  -the  blood  with  flour,  - 
c<  and  of  this  mixture  made  their  Euchari- 
"  fHcal  bread,  It  is  added,  that  if  the  child 
if  died,  he  was  efteemed  a  martyr  ;,  and  if 
"  he  furvived,  a  High  Prieft."  [Narn  de 
infantis  annicuili  fanguine,  quern  de  tcto  e- 
jus  corpore  miniuis  pun<5tionum  vulneribus 
extorqnent,  quail  Euchariftiam  fuam  confi- 
cere  perhibentur,  mifcentes  eum  farina,  p^-; 
nemqtie  inde  facientes.  Qui  puer,  fi  mor- 
tuus  fuerit,  habetur  apud  eos  pro  martyre  j 
fi  autem  vixerit,  pro  Magno  Sacerdote.] 

Cyril's  teftimony  is  ftill  more  exprefso 
"  Montanus,"  f<\ys  he,  "  took  pofTtflion  of 
"  Pepuza,  a  village  in  Phrygia,  to  which 
"  he  gave  the  fiaitious  name  of  Jerufalem  ; 
**  and  he  butchered  miferable  young  chil- 
**  dren,  and  mineed  them  down  for  an  un- 
"  hallowed  repaft,  on  account  of  what,  a-  • 
"  mong  his  difciples,  is  termed  the  Myfte- 
(<  ries."  v.  Cat  ecu.  xvi.  §  4. 

This,  flrange  narrative  was  delivered  to 

aa 
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an  audience  partly  confifting  of  females,  as 
Cyril  himfelf  obferves.  He  fpeaks  of  dfatd- 
roLTot.  'Kct&iy.  yvvstixvy  JU.MW,  which  is  literal 
ly,  "  the  moft  wretched  little  children  of 
t(  women."  The  expreffion is  uncouth;  per 
haps  QL§Kitiry.Ttov  ought  to  be  read,  and  then 
the  fenfe  will  be  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  the  ten- 
c<  der  offspring  of  moft  unhappy  mothers." 
Which  was  a  mode  of  rhetoric  well  adapted 
-to  thepaffions  of  his  female  auditors. 

Cyril  adds,  that  in  the  times  of  perfecu- 
tion  the  Chriftians  were  charged  as  guilty  of 
thofe  practices ;  becaufe  the  Heathens  did 
not  diftinguifh  between  the  real  followers  or 
Jefus  and  the  IMofitanifts,  who  falfely  aiTu- 
med  the  name  of  Chriftians. 

All  this  is  fpecious>;  and  yet  Mr  Turner 
propofes  a  very  cogent  objection  to  the  hy- 
pothefis  of  Eufebius  and  Cyril.  He  ob 
ferves,  that  Juftin  Martyr  fpeaks  of  the  like 
accufation  having  been  brought  againft  the 
Z  i  'ChdiYians 
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Chriftians  before  Carpocrates  or  the   Mon- 
tanifts  were  known. 

3.  This  leads  to  the  third  caufe  of  the  ca 
lumny  ;  namely,  A  miftaken  apprehenilon 
of  fome  tenets  and  practices  peculiar  to  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

Mr  Turner  produces  a  pniTage  from  Jrc- 
nxus,  edit.  Benedict,  p.  343.  which  may 
ferve,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fliew  from  what 
iburce  this  calumny  againft  the  Chriftians 
arofe.  Irenscus  fays,  that  the  Heathens  fei- 
zed  the  flaves  of  the  Chriftians,  and  com- 
'  pelled  them  to  bear  teftimony  againft  their 
mailers.  Thefe  flaves  reported,  that  they 
had  heard  it  /aid  by  their  matters,  that  the 
lioly  communion  was  the  blood  and  body  of 
Chrift.  They  fuppofedj  fays  Irenieus,  that 
it  was  in  reality  blood  and  flefh,  fj/o^/Varl^ 
TO)  ov\i  atjua  KJ  adpKO.  vrat^,  and  their  re 
port  was  ra'fhly  credited  by  the  Heathens. 

This  feems  to  be  a  natural  account  of  th.e 
reafon  which  induced  the  Heathens  to  ima 
gine, 


gine,  that  the  Chriftians  drank  human 
blood,  and  ate  human  flefh,  at  the  celebra 
tion  of  their  religious  rites  ;  and  it  is  the 
more  natural,  becaufe  from  the  ufe  of  bread 
and  wine  in  the*  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
fupper,  a  report  did  arife  in  the  Heathen 
-.world,  that  .Bacchus  and  Ceres  were  the  di 
vinities  whom  the  Chriftians  fecretly  wor- 
fhipped.  See  Auguftin  contra  Fauftum*  xx. 

*3- 

The  only  other  queftion  remaining  under 

this"  head  is,  Why  the  Heathens  fhould  have 

,fuppofed,  that  the  Chriftians,  in  their  facred 

. ceremonies,  drank  the  blood  of  a  child,  and 

.ate  his  flefh  ?     This  -is  ingenioufly  afcribed 

by  Mr  Turner  to  a  pafiage  in  John,  vi.  53. 

"  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them.  Verily,  veri- 

<<  ly,  I  (ay  unto  you,  except  ye  eat  the  flefh 

. <s  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  his  blood, 

"  ye  have  no  life   in   you."     The  obferva- 

tions,  fays  Mr  Turner,  p.  75.  which  an  ig- 

.iiorant  Heathen  would  have  made  from  th^s 

pafiage., 
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,  are:     I.  That  the  Son  of 
fome  perfon  different  from  that  Jefus  whd 
uttered  the  words.     2.  That   as  every  mafa 
Is  the  fon  of  fome  other  man,  the  expreffion 
Son  of  Man  would   have  been  a  foolifh  cir* 
cumlocution,  if  it  meant  any  man  \  and  there 
fore,  that  it  muft  have  fignified  the  male  child 
~tf  a  man.     3.  That  the  words  were  fpoken 
in  a  literal  fenfe.     And,  4.  As  to  eat  arM 
h  drink  in  this  manner  was  made   the   condi 
tion  of  life,  or'happinefs,  it  might  be  corf- 
.  eluded,  that  it  was  performed  by  way  of -a 
•facred  or  initiatory  rite   among   the   Chri- 
ftians ;   and  the  refult  of  the   whole  would 
'be,  "  That  Jefus,  under  pain  of  his  higheft 
'*  difpleafure,    commanded    his   followers^ 
*'  who  religioufly  obeyed  all  his  commands, 
"  to  kill  a  male  child  or  infant,  and  to  eat 
<{  of  his  flefh,  and  drink  of  his  blood.    And 
•€i  this  was  to  be  done  by  way  of  initiation, 
•*'c  or  to  qualify  men   for  the   enjoyment  of 
•"  that  happinefs,  which  Jefus  pro  mi  fed  to 


*f-  #11  thofe  that  were  his  true  difciples .  This 
S'riis  exactly  the  fubftance  of  the  fecond  ca- 
*h\umny  upon  the  primitive  Chriftians."  I 
have  given  the  reftvlt  of  Mr  Turner's  deduc 
tion  in  his  own  words'. 

Literally,  "The  inceftuous 
s  of  Oedi-pus  ;"  who  is  reported  to 
^ave  married  his  own  mother.  Tkis  \vas  the 
tfaird  calumny;  againft  the  primitive  Chri- 
ftiaAS.  It  is  difficult  to  difcover  the  origin 
of  the  opinion  that  fuch  inceftuous  alliances 
took  place  among  them. 

Mr  Turner,  p.  39,  fuppofes,  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  name  of  Jifterst  which  the  pri^ 
Iflitive  Chriftians  gave  to  young  women, 
and  of  mother S)  which  they  gave  to  women 
advanced  in  years.  But  this  is  hardly  fatif- 
faclory.  Had  the  Chriftians  been  accufed 
of  inceft  in  general,  the  accufation  might 
have  been  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  the 
name  of  'Jtfter,  which  was  undoubtedly  gi- 
y^n  to  a  believing  ivife.  See  i  Cor.  ix.  5. 

\vhere 


. 
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43.3^1  spam*  b^iftbig^Itoaaa  ?uw:  Jm 

where  Paul  fays,   ^  we.  lxcPiv  *£«£''<*>'.  &^~ 

<f/,v  yvwiKOL  ynfictyetv.  But  it  was  a  peculiar 
fort  of  inceftj  the  unlawful  union  of  parepts 
and"  children,  of  which  the  primitive  Chri- 
ftians  were  accuftd.  There  is  no  reaion  to 
believe,  that  a  hulband  did  at  anytime  give 
the  name  of  mother  to  his  wife,  however  far 
advanced  in  years  {he  might  be  :  on  the  con 
trary,  it  is  evident,  from  the  authorities 
which  Mr  Turner  himfelf  quotes,  that  on 
wives  of  that  time  of  life,  the  appellation  of 
fifter  was  peculiarly  beflowed.  I  therefore 
incline  to  the  conjecture  of  Dr  Whitby,  that 
this  calumny  may  have  been  derived  from  a 
paflage  in  St  Paul,  I  Cor.  v.  i.  2>i&>?  oom'/a/ 

&-*•       *      -.  '  x  ',T  '  "A  T-v        » 

tv    vAtv   Troveioi   KO.I    Tciai",yj    Trov&x   nlif   «oe    tv 


TO/;  tnviv  ovc^atoit  wit  yvyoLixa.  7iva  TV  TTCJL- 
1^oc  IX&Y.  Some  of  the  Heathens  might 
have  met  with  this  paflage  ;  and,  as  they 
were  exceedingly  inaccurate  in  their  inquiries 
concerning  the  Chriftian  Tyftem,  they  might 
perhaps  have  inferred  from  it,  that  fuch  in-- 
I  ceit 


ceft  was  generally  praftifed  among  the  Chri- 
ftians,  notwithstanding  the  admonitions  of 
their  teachers.  In  this  notion  they  might 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  word  c'^c,  which 
the  Apoftle  ufes ;  for  it  is  ambiguous,  and 
is  fufceptible  of  the  fenfe  of  univerfally. 

Pag-  35- 

"  Sanftus,   a  deacon  of  the   church   of 
"  Vienne."    Valerius  underftands  the  words 
to  imply,  "  Sanchis  of  Vienne,  a  deacon." 
And  he  feems  to  wonder,  that  they  fhould 
have   been   underftood  in   any  other  fenfe. 
And  yet,  if  Sanchis  was  not   a  deacon   of 
the  church  of  Vienne,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  clergy  of  that  church  efcaped  the  fury  of 
the  perfecution  altogether.     This  is  impro 
bable,  efpecially  as  a  late  writer,  of  eminent 
reputation,  has  obferved,  that  the  religious 
refentment  of  the  Heathens  was  chiefly  di 
rected  againft  Chriftian  flaves  and  ecclefia- 
ftics.     The  office  of  Sanftus  was  a  circum- 
flance  of  more  moment,  and  more  connect- 
A  a  cd 


ed  with  the  reft  of  the  narrative,  than  the 
place  of  his  birth ;  and  as  the  words  are 
ambiguous,  it  would  appear,  for  the  reafons 
here  given,  that  "  Sanftus,  a  deacon  of  the 
*'  church  of  Vienne,"  is  the  preferable  in 
terpretation. 

Pag.  36. 

"  Her  miftrefs  according  to  the  flefh." 
Hence  we  learn,  that  the  Chriflians  of  the 
fecond  century  had  Chriftian  flaves  in  their 
families,  and  that  this  was  not  confidered  as 
a  thing  ftrange  or  blameworthy. 

The  firft  teachers  of  Chriftianity  delivered 
no  pofitive  precepts  reprobating  domeftic 
flavery  j  and  yet  to  detain  perfons  of  both 
fexes,  together  with  their  offspring,  in  the 
bondage  authorifed  by  the  Roman  law,  feems 
hardly  coniiftent  with  the  genius  of  Chri 
ftianity.  Should  not  then  the  genius  of  their 
religion  have  induced  the  primitive  Chri- 
ilians  to  fct  their  Haves  at  liberty  ?  I  think 
not. 

Eftimating 
<-> 
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Eftimating  the  condition  of  men  in  the 
Hornan  empire  by  the  ftandard  of  our 
own  times,  we  naturally  conclude,  that  a 
change  from  ilavery  to  freedom  was  always 
defireable.  Indeed,  were  there  at  this  day 
any  flaves  in  Britain,  they  might  derive  great 
advantages  from  manumiilion.  The  freed- 
man,  if  a  labourer,  might  find  employment 
in  the  next  field  ;  and  if  bred  to  houfehold- 
offices,  might  hire  out  his  work  at  any 
neighbouring  town.  He  would  enjoy  inde 
pendence  ;  he  would,  at  the  clofe  of  each 
day,  be  able  to  call  the  fruits  of  his  induftry 
his  own  ;  and  he  would  tranfmit  to  his  chil 
dren  the  nobleft  of  inheritances,  induftry 
and  independence. 

But  the  ftate  of  things  was  widely  different 
tmdeV  the  Roman  Emperors.  At  that  pe 
riod  the  number  of  flaves  almoft  exceeded 
the  boucds  of  credibility ;  and  by  them  do 
me  (tic  offices,  as  well  as  rural,  were  gene 
rally  performed.  Manumiffion  beftowed  on 
A  a  2  the 
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the  flaves  of  the  Chriftians  of  thofe  times, 
would  not  have  bettered  their  condition, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  have  expofed 
them  to  the  alternative  of  periming  through 
want,  or  of  feeking  fubfifbence  in  a  new  fer- 
vitude,  and  under  feverer  mailers. 

Pag-  37- 

<4  Some  confem*on  of  things  unfeemly." 
L  e.  a  confeffion,  that  things  indecent  and 
flagitious  were  practifed  among  Chriftians. 
A  learned  friend  underftands  the  expreflion 
thus  :  "  To  hear  fomething  improper  fall 
<;  from  him,  fuch  as  blafphemy  againft 
*'  Chrift."  But  my  interpretation  feems  ju- 
flified  by  a  fragment  of  Irengeus,  edit.  Bene- 
di^:.  p.  343.  where  the  author,  after  ha 
ving  mentioned,  that  the  flaves  accufed  their 
Chriftian  mafters  of  drinking  human  blood, 
&c.  adds,  that  the  Heathens  TV 


.   i.  e.  They  ftrove,  by  tortures,  to 

compel 
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compel  San£lus  and  Blandina  to  make  con- 
feffion,  or  acknowledge  the  charge. 

s^<          Pag.  39. 

^Beyond  all  expectation  and  belief  of 
"man  his  body  unbent  itfelf."  The  writers 
of  this  epiftle  confider  the  circumftance  here 
mentioned  as  fomething  extraordinary,  and 
I  admit  that  it  was.  Neverthelefs,  fince  it 
is  not  faid,  that  any  of  the  bones  of  San&us 
were  broken,  or  that  his  limbs  were  dif- 
jointed,  we  ought  not  to  be  rafh  in  pro 
nouncing  the  appearance  miraculous.  The 
narrative  'of  this  epiftle  is  fober  and  accu 
rate,  and  little  expofed  to  the  cavils  of  infi 
delity.  We  ought  not,  without  necefiity, 
to  adopt  an  interpretation  of  the  paflage 
concerning  Sandtus,  which  might  be  attended 
ivith  difficulties. 

Pag.  40. 

"  By  caufing  her  to  blafpheme."  Bibiias 
xvas  one  of  the  ilaves  who,  through  the 
force  of  torture,  had  borne  witnefs  againft 

the 
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•the  Chriftians,  and  had  accufed  them  of  nV 
gitious  practices.  She  was  now  brought 
forth,  that  fhe  might  in  public  renew  her 
teflimony,  or  "  that  fhe  might  be  made  to 
((  blafphemeT  This  appears  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  expreffion ;  and  accordingly  it  is  ob~ 
ferved,  that  Biblias,  inftead  of  perfevering 
in  her  charge,  thus  fpake.  "  How  can  they 
«  devour  children,  to  whom  it  is  not  law- 
'"  ful  to  tafte  even  the  blood  of  brute  ani- 
"  mals." 

Pag.  41. 

"  To  tafte  the  blood  of  brute  animals." 
Hence  it  appears,  that  the  Jewr/h  precept, 
of  abftinence  from  blood,  was  obferved  by 
the  Chriftians  of  Gaul  in  the  fecond  centu 
ry.  This  abftinence  from  blood  was  proba 
bly  one  of  the  caufes  which  led  the  Hea 
thens  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Jews  and  the 
Chriftians  profeffed  the  fame  tenets.  It  is 
-remarkable,  that  the  Heathens  knew  little 
of  the  ififtitutions  of  the  Jews,  excepting 

what 


what  was  vifible  in  their  practice ;  fuch  as, 
circumcifion,  the  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath, 
and  abftinence  from  blood,  and  from  the 
flefh  of  certain  animals. 

"  The  grievous  ftraining  of  their  legs  in 
"  the  flocks."  The  original  adds,  «  of 
"  their  feet,  flretched  out  unto  the  fifth- 
"  hole."  This  is.  omitted  in  the  tranflation, 
becaufe  it  is  unintelligible  without  a  com 
mentary,  and  confequently  would  have  em- 
barrafled  the  reader.  It  appears,  that  there 
were  five  holes  for  each  foot  in  thofe  flocks. 
When  the  feet  were  placed  in  the  fifth  hole 
on  each  fide,  they  were  extended  to  the 
greateft  poffible  diftance  from  each  other. 
This  I  have  rendered  «  grievous  ftraining.*' 
It  is  well  exprefled  by  Prudentius.' 

"  Lignoque  plantas  inferit 
*'  Divaricatis  cruribus." 

Pag.  44. 
"  Not  fuch  indeed  as  had  often  occurred 
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"  to  the  brethren."  It  would  feem,  that 
Valeiius  has  altogether  mifunderftood  the 
fenfe  of  this  pafTage.  He  fays,  "  Notan- 
"  dum  eft  quod  aiunt  Lugdunenfes,  rarum 
"  adhuc  in  ecclefia  ejufmodi  indulgenti;e: 
«*  ufum  fuifle  erga  lapfos,  nempe,  quia  ad 
"  hoc  ufque  tempus  pauci  admodum  lapfi 
ft  fuerant :  itaque,  cefTante  morbo,  nihil  opus 
u  erat  hujufmodi  medicina.  Subfecutis  au- 
<{  tern  perfecutionibus  hoc  remedium  cre- 
<c  brius  ufltatum  eft."  The  Chriftians  of 
Gaul  fpeak  not  of  receiving  again  into  the 
church  thofe  who  had  fallen  away.  They 
mean,  that  on  this  occafion  there  was  an  ex 
ample  of  apoftates  again  acknowledging  that 
faith  which  they  had  abjured ;  of  this,  fay 
they,  there  were  few  examples  ;  and  they 
mention  it  as  a  peculiar  mercy  vouchfafed 
by  Chrift.  It  is  probable,  that  they  had 
Heb  vi.  4.  in  view :  a  paiTage  which  affords 
little  hope  of  the  recovery  of  fuch  perfons. 
2  Pag.  45- 


Tag.  45. 

;$  -  As  murderers,  and  defiled."  For  of 
f«ch  offences  they  had  confefled  the  Chri- 
flians  in  general,  and  confequently  them- 
felves,  to  be  guilty. 

Pag.  46. 

•i&The  fweet  perfume."  This  alludes  to 
2- Cor.  ii.  15.  X/5/ry  tval/ct  k7ij.lv.  <{  Per- 
<c  fume"  is  here  ufed  inftead  of  "  favour," 
which  has  become  a  word  of  lefs  dignity 
than  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  Engliili  tranf- 
lators  of  the  Bible. 

Pag.  49. 

'"  Upon  a  crofs."  Blandina  was  a  {lave ; 
and  flaves  were  particularly  fubjecled  to  that 
mode  of  punifhment.  There  is  to  be  feen 
in'Liplius  De  Cruce,  1.  3.  c.  n.  a  delinea 
tion  of  this  method  of  expofing  the  fufferer 
to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  beafts. 

Pag.  50. 

<c  None  of  the  wild  beafts  having  ofFend- 

~^  ed  her."    Perhaps  as  having  been  already 

B  b  fatiated; 


fatiated ;  or  from  their  being  difturbed  with 
the  fhouts  and  uproar  of  the  multitude. 
There  is  no  neceflity  for  fuppofing,  that  a- 
ny  thing  preternatural  happened  on  this  oc- 
cafion. 

"  The   condemnation    [or   punifhment] 
"  of  the  crooked  ferpent."     This  alludes  to 
Ifaiah  xxvii.  i.  «  The  Lord  ihall  punifh  the 
"  ferpent,  that  crooked  ferpent." 
Pag.  51. 

"  When  he  learnt  that  he  was  a  Roman." 
The  privileges  of  a  Roman  citizen  were,  to 
appearance,  refpected ;  but  who  was  there 
to  aflcrt  the  rights  of  our  common  humani- 
%y? 

Pag.  53. 

"  Put  to  death."  In  -the  original  it  is 
OLTroTv^TrcsLvi^vai,  This  word  occurs,  Heb. 
x^-  35*  <{  «AXO/  ^e  €T.v/A.7ray!(rQwoiv"  Our 
tranflators  render  it  "  tormented  j"  which 
fhews  that  they  were  not  certain  of  its  mean 
ing  j  and  indeed  the  opinions  of  the  learned 

are 
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are  divided  concerning  it.  <(  Diftendcd  like 
t(  the  ikin  of  a  drum  j"  *'  racked  on  a 
"  crofs  jv  "  beaten  to  death  with  cudgels  i" 
and  "  beheaded  ;"  are  fome  of  the  meanings 
afcribed  to  it.  And  there  are  others  which 
it  would  require  time  to  explain. 
.  "  The  general  convention."  This  was  on 
pccaiion  of  the  great  annual  iblemnity,  when 
the  fixty  nations  of  Gaul  met  at  the  altar 
facred  to  Piome  and  Auguftus,  on  the  ka 
lends  or  i  ft  of  Auguft.  The  figure  of  this 
celebrated  altar  may  be  feen  on  medals  ;  and 
it  is  particularly  delineated  by  Meneftrier, 
Hlftoire  de  la  villc  de  Lyons,  p.  68.  The 
iixty  nations  of  Gaul  erected  an'  altar  to 
Rome  and  Auguftus.  We  need  not  inquire 
why  divine  honours  were  beftowed  on  the 
living  Auguftus:  a  court-poet  fays,  with, 
more  truth  than  probably  he  intended, 

"  Prfffcnti  till  matures  largimur  honores, 
**  Jurandafque  tuum  per  nomen  ponimus 
«  aras." 

B  b  3  But 
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But  it  may  be  inquired,  what  notion  did,  the 
Gauls  entertain  of  the  other  divinity,  Rome  ? 
The  Roman •  foldiers  who  occafionally  vi- 
fited  our  ifland,  have  left  many  veftiges  of 
their  veneration  for  the  gods  of  Britain? 
with  whofe  names  they  were  unacquainted; 
Hence  it  might  be  conjectured,  that  the  na 
tions  of  Gaul  intended,  to  dedicate  their  al 
tar  Genio  popitli  Romani.  This  conjecture; 
however,  is  unfatisfaftory;  for  if  by  Roma, 
they  meant  Genius  popitli  Rcmani,  why  did 
they  not  employ  that  phrafe,  which  is  no 
lefs  clafikai  than  Roma,  and  more  expref- 
live  ? 

The  Roman  foldiers  who  erefted  altars  in 
Britain  Diis  lorn,  Gcnio  loci,  and  Genio  terr* 
Bntanmc<?y  knew  not  the  names  of  the  tu- 
telary  divinities  whom  the  Britons  adored; 
but  furely  the  Gauls  could  not  be  ignorant; 
that  their  favourite  Mars  was  the  tutelary 
divinity  of  the  city  of  Rome ;  I  therefore  i- 
magine,  that  by  Roma  they  undcrftood  the 

Cit7 
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city  itfelf.    'In  this  view,  the  whole  infcrip-*1* 
tion  may  be  confidered  as  compofing  a  mo- 
nument  of  vile  and   abje<5l  flattery,   without 
any  excufe  or  palliative  of  fuperftition. 

Pag.  56. 

ec  Condemned  Attalus  to  be  expofed  to 
"  wild  beafts."  This  the  governor  did  to 
gratify  the  fpeftators,  who  no  doubt  efteem- 
ed  the  devouring  of  men  by  wild  beafts  to 
be  a  far  nobler  fhew  than  fimple  beheading ; 
:  and  yet  herein  the  governor  a&ed  in  manifeft 
contempt  of  the  laws.  Strange  that  Attalus, 
who  was  neither  a  Have  nor  a  bifhop,  ihould 
have  been  expofed  to  fuch  tortures,  under 
the  mild  and  envied  adminiftradon  of  the 
Antonines  ! 

"The  name  of  [his]  God."  In  the  ori 
ginal,  «  of  God."  But  I  underftand  the 
fenfe  to  be,  "  of  that  God  whom  ye  wor- 
«'  iliip,"  or  "of  the  God  of  the  Chrjflians/' 

Pag.  58. 

^  As  a  noble-fpirited  matron."'    There 

feems 
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fb'ems  to  be  an  allufion  in  this  paiTage  to  the 
itory  of  the  Jewifh  mother  and  her  feven 
fons.  2  Mace.  vii. 

"  Inclofed  in  a  net."  It  was  one  of  the 
refinements  of  barbarity  in  thofe  times  to 
inclofe  the  criminal  in  a  net,  and  then  to 
throw  him  to  be  toft  by  a  bull. 

Pag.  60. 

"  That  the  fcripture  might  be  fulfilled, 
«'  He  that  is  unjujl,"  Sec.  This  alludes  to 
Rev.  xxii.  21.  22.;  and  it  affords  fatisfying 
evidence,  that  the  Apocalypfe  was  received 
as  a  book  of  canonical  fcripture  in  the  fe- 
cond  century. 

"  The  heads  of  thofe  who  had  been  be- 
"  headed."  This  plainly  relates  to  fuch  of 
the  martyrs  as  were  Roman  citizens,  and  in 
confequence  of  that  quality  had  been  be 
headed.  In  the  extract  of  this  epiftle  which 
Eufebius  has  given,  he  does  not  fpecify  the 
number  of  the  martyrs.  He  himfelf  fays, 
1.  5,  c.  4.  that  it  was  uanecelTary  to  tranf- 

fcribe 
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fcribe  the  catalogue  of  them,  as  contained 
in  the  epiftle  from  the  Chriftians  of  Gaul, 
becaufe  he  had  inferted  the  epiftle  at  full 
length  in  another  work,  called  The  cotte&ion 
of  martyrs  ;  but  unhappily  that  work  is  loft. 
Gregory  of  Tours,  Hift.Francor.  1.  i.  c.  27. 
feems  to  fay,  that  the  martyrs  of  Lyons 
were  forty -eight  in  number.  In  1.  i.  c.  49. 
De  gloria  martyrum,  he  mentions  the  fame 
number  of  forty -eight ;  but  in  recounting 
their  names,  he  only  mentions  forty-five. 
Out  of  this  lift  Attalus,  one  of  the  moft  e- 
minent  of  the  fufferers,  is  omitted  altoge 
ther,  This  muft  be  imputed  to  the  carelefT- 
nefs  of  tranfcribers. 

"  Some  were  filled  with  indignation," 
&c.  In  this  memorable  pafiage,  the  beha 
viour  of  three  different  forts  of  Heathens  is 
defcribed  ;  and  it  may  be  matter  of  curious, 
and  not  unufeful,  inquiry,  to  trace  the  prin 
ciples  of  each  fort. 

They  who  «  were  filled  with  indignation,'* 

&c. 


'Sec.  w£re probably  the  Heathens  who 'difco- 
vered,  that  the  Chri-ftian  fyftem  was  incom 
patible  with  the  Pagan.     We   know,  that  a 
rabble  of  ^Egyptian,  Syrian,  Etfufcan,    and  f 
Grecian  deities,   obtained  the   privileges  of 
citizenfhip  at  Rome,  and  that  the  iixty  na 
tions  of  Gaul  concurred  in  erecting  an  altar 
to  a  city  and  a  living  man.     The  politicians  "; 
who  devifed,  or  who  eftabliihed  fo  ftrange 
a  community  of  gods,  would  not  have  ex-  : 
eluded  Chrift  from  their  pantheon  ;  but 'it  is  -' 
probable,  that  they  foon  difcerned  the  unfo-  [I 
ciable  nature  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
OR  that  account  perfecuted  its  profeflbrs.     I 
fpeak  of  the  unfociable  nature  of  the  -Chri- 
flian  religion ;    becaufe  a  religion  founded 
on  the  unity  of  the  Supreme  Being  is  necefTa- 
rily  unfociable,  and  can  never  be  incorpo 
rated  with  any  fpecies  of  Polytheifm.     They 
wlio  underftand  the  genius  of  Chriftianity,    ' 
will  not  fuppofe  unfociable  and  intolerant  to 
;  for.  fynonymous. 

x  The 


The  next  clafs  of  Heathens  mentioned  in 
the  epiftle,  appears  to  have  been  compofed 
of  fuperftitious  idolaters,  intoxicated  with 
the  dregs  of  Paganifm.  As  their  own  reli 
gion  confided  altogether  of  pageants  and  ce 
remonies,  the  difference  between  it  and  the 
Chriftian  religion  muft  have  been  difcernible 
even  to  their  rude  underftandings.  By  men 
of  fuch  difpofitions,  ignorant,  and  filled  with* 
prejudices,  the  puniftiment  of  the  Chriftians 
would  be  confidered  as  the  triumph  of  Po- 
lytheifm. 

The  men  of  the  third  fort  were  thofe  who 
neither  believed  in  Polytheifm,  nor  were 
active  in  inculcating  the  belief  of  it ;  but 
who,  having  no  relifli  for  dangerous  inqui 
ries,  adored  the  Gods  of  the  ftate,  and  fin- 
cerely  pitied  the  Chriftians,  who,  by  avow 
ing  unlawful  opinions,  expofed  themfeives 
to  capital  punifliment. 

Pag.  62. 

*c  In  the  river  Rhone."     If  in  any  cafe 
C  c  the 
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the  fpirit  of  difcovering  the  relics  of  holy 
men  could  have  been  reftrained,   it   was  ia 
this,  where  the  church  itfelf,  without  am 
biguity  of  expreffion,  declared,  that  the  bo 
dies  and  bones  of  the  martyrs  having  been 
collected,  were  confumed  to  afhes,  and  fcat- 
tered  in  a  wide  and  rapid  river.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  towards  the  end  of  the  iixth  century, 
Gregory  of  Tours  fays,    De  gloria  marty- 
nim,  1.  i.  c.  49.   <f  Quorum  Sancla  corpora 
«<  juclex  iniquus  igni  tradi  precepit,  exuftif- 
<c  que  in  Rhodanum  pulveres  jufiit  fpargi. 
**  Scd  poilquam  hsec  gefta  funt,  cum  Chri- 
"  ftiani  maerorem  maximum  haberent,  quali 
**  deperiflent  beatae  reliquise,  no6le  apparu- 
*.'  erunt  viris  fklelibus  in  eo  loco  quo  igni 
<(  traditi  funt,   ftantes  integri  et  illatfi,    et 
**  converfi  ad  viros,  dixerunt  eis,  reliquiae 
t{  noftra  ab  hoc  colligantur  loco,  quia  nullus 
IC  periit  a  nobis ;  ex  hoc  enim  tranflati  fu« 
*'  mus  ad   requiem,    quam   nobis   promifit 
*«  Rex  ccclorum  Chriftus,  pro  cujus  nomine 
2  "  paffi 
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"  pafii  fumus.  H«c  renunciantcs  viri  illi 
<(  religioii.  Chriftianis,  gratias  egerunt  Deo, 
"  et  confortati  funt  in  fide ;  colligentefque 
""  facros  cineres,  sedificaverunt  bafilicam  mi- 
'•>•*  rse  magnitudinis  in  eorum  honorem,  et 
«*  fepelierant  beata  pignora  fub  fando  altari, 
**  ubi  fe  fcmper  virtutibus  manifeftis  cum 
;*'  Deo  habitare  declaverunt." 

It  would  appear,  that  to  the  brethren,  of 
w^iom  Gregory  fpeaks,  intelligence  was  rni- 
raculoufly  communicated,  that  the  ames  of 
the  martyrs,  inftead  of  being  thrown  into 
the  river,  had  remained  on  the  fpot  where 
the  bodies  were  burnt.  The  expreffion, 
"  Poftquam  hsec  gefta  funt,"  might  be  un- 
derflood  to  imply  fomething  which  happen 
ed  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  mar 
tyrs.  The  mention,  however,  of  a  church 
cf  wonderful  magnitude^  and  of  the  depofi- 
ting  the  allies  at  the  great  altar,  authorife 
us  to  place  the  sera  of  this  tale  at  the  diftance 
•of  two  hundred  years  from  the  perfecution 
C  c  2  in 


rn  Gaul.  And  indeed,  while  the  memory 
of  the  circumftances  of  the  persecution  was 
recent,  this  fictitious  revelation,  contradic 
ting  the  evidence  of  the  fenfesof  all  the  furr 
viving  Chriftians  at  Lyons,  could  not  have 
obtained  credit.  •  ail* 

Pag.  64.  ft  I 

«  Did  they  imitate  Chrift.".  ^u>?Tai 
Englifh  tranflators  of  the  Bible  have 
ftrioufly  avoided  the  words  imitate  and  «w/* 
tator,  and  have  rendered  juiujrai  by  the 
word  followers.  ; 

«6  Who,  when.he  was  In  the  form  of  God, 
"  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
"  God."  ,  It  may  feem  ftrange,  that  I  fliould 
follow  the  common  tranflation  jn  this  paf; 
fj^e,  although, the  epitlle  from  the  Chri- 
(tians  in  Gaul  has  been  appealed  to  for  pro 
ving  that  tranflation  erroneous.  Not  pre» 
fuming  to  judge  of  the  genuine  fenfe  of  a 
text  which  has  divided  the  opinions  of  the 
CLjftian  wonuVl thought  it  melt  expedient 

to 
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to  abide  by  the  vulgar  translation  ;  attd'  in-' 
deed  it  may  well  be  queftioned,  whether  the 
epiftle  from  the  Chriftians  of  Gaul  affords 
any  material  argument  on  either  fide  of  the 
controverfy.  It  is  univerfally  admitted,  that 
the  paflage,  Philip,  ii.  6.  treats  of  the  origi 
nal  glory,  and  of  the  fubfequent  humilia 
tion,  of  Chrift;  the  only  queftion  is,  Where 
does  the  one  end,  and  the  other  begin%  in 
th£  expreffion  of  the  apoftle  ?  The  writers 
of  the  epiftle  to  the  Afiatic  churches  intend 
ed  to  fhew,  that  the  martyrs,  when  moil 
dignified,  did  voluntarily  humble  themfelves, 
after  the  example  of  their  matter  ;  for  illu- 
ftrating  this  obfervation,  they  quoted  Phi 
lip,  ii.  6.  It  is  probable,  that  they  quoted 
the  whole  pafiage,  although  Eufebius  may 
have  abridged  it,  or  tranfcribers  may  have 
omitted  the  x.  r.  K.  or  &c. 

Pag.  6c. 

r  £>      j      -''•'.£  t\  L  .'  '•:•'!  .'•  ~-f  s^ 

"  Themfflves    to    be   -witne/es"     There 

a  neceflky  for  ufirg  the  v;ord  -wiinejje^ 

iaflcad 
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mftead  of  martyrs,  at  this  place,  that  the 
contraft  between  the  fuffering  Chriftians  and 
Chrift,  the  Faithful  Witnefs,  Rev.  I.  5.  might 
be  preferved. 

"  The  leader  to  that  life  which  is  of 
"  God."  TK  Cw£c  T*  0£*.  Literally,  "  Of 
"  the  life  of  God."  This  expreffion  is  au- 
thorifed  by  imdifputable  examples,  and  e- 
fpecially  by  Ephef.  iv.  18.;  yet  it  is  para- 
phrafed,  in  order  to  avoid  an  ambiguity. 
Pag.  66. 

"  They  juftified  themfelves  unto  all." 
^a<7/  plv  dwaoyv/lo.  This  expreffion  has 
been  varioufly  understood ;  and  perhaps  the 
tranilation  here  given  does  not  attain  to  the 
fenfe  of  the- original.  Rufinus,  the  ancient 
interpreter  of  Eufebhis,  renders  it,  "  Placa- 
<(  bant  omnes."  Others  render  it,  *<  They 
«c  defended  or  juftified  all  men."  Valefius 
fcems  to  have  underftood  the  words  in  that 
fenfe  j  for  he  thus  tranflates  them.  "  Om- 
<s  niuir.  defenfionem  in  fe  fufcipicbant."  Yet 

114 


in  his  notes  he  feems  to  approve  of  the 
interpretation  given  by  Mufculus  :  "  Omni- 
**  bus  rationem  fidei  fuae  reddebant."  i.  e. 
"  They  rendered  a  reafon  of  their  faith  un- 
<f  tp  all."  And  then  he  adds,  that  the 
pafTage  may  be  tranflated,  "  Omnibus  fe  ex- 
"  cufabant."  Which,  words  feem  to  agree 
with  the  verfion  here  given.  Dr  Lardner 
has,  "  They  apologized  for  themfelves  to  all." 
Jeiuifl)  and  Heathen  teftimonies,  vol.  2.  p.  2 10. 
In  common  language,  apologize  has  a  differ 
ent  meaning  from  that  in  which  Dr  Lardner 
;underflands  it. 

Pag.  67. 

"'  Their  moft  vehement  conteft,"  &c; 
This  alludes  to  their  labour  in  reclaiming 
the  apoftates,  mentioned  at  pp.  51.  52.  The 
expreffions  are  highly  figurative,  and  may 
be  fuppofed  to  allude  to  the  1 2th  chapter  of 
the  Apocaiypfe. 

tc  Tender  companion."     In  the  original, 
)    "  The  bowels  of  a  mo- 
«  thcr." 


**  ther."    The  fenfe  of  the  words  is  given 
hiftead  of  a  literal  interpretation. 

Pag.  68. 

"  It  was  revealed  unto  Attalus."  This  is 
obfcure ;  for  there  are  various  paflages  in 
the  New  Teftament,  expreffing,  or  at  lead 
intimating,  what  is  faid  to  have  been  reveal 
ed  to  Attalus;  in  particular,  i  Tim.  iv.  4. 
Perhaps  the  application  of  thofe  fcriptures 
to  the  cafe  of  Alcibiades  is  the  only  thing 
here  intended. 


IN 
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,1 N  tkefe  Epiftles  there  are  many  referen 
ces  and  allufions   to  the  fcriptures  .of  the 
New   Teftament.      The    following   are   the 
-iiioft  obvious. 

Fag.    tin. 
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THE  Eplftle  from  the  church  at 
Smyrna,  and  that  from  the  Chri- 
•ftlans  of  Lyons  and  Visnne,  are  gene 
rally  ranked  by  the  learned  among  the 
moft  precious  monuments  of  Ecclejia» 
ft  leal  Antiquity. 

Eufcblus^  £.4,  c.  15.  has  preferved 

great  part   of  the.    eplftle  from    the 

church  at  Smyrna  ,  b'tt  the  entire  epi- 

ftle  ^Uils  fir  ft  pub  lifted  by  ^Irchbiftop 

Ufter. 

T'lw  eplftle  from  the  Chri ftlans  of 
Lyons  and  Fienne  was  tranfcribed  'by 
Eufdrius  into  a  work,  called  The  col- 
le6Jon  of  martyrs,  which  is  nozv  loft. 
It  appear s^  hozcever,  that  lie  has  in- 
ferted  the  moft  material  clrcumftances 

of 


m    ADVERTISEMENT. 

of  that  epiftle  in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hi- 
Jbry,  b.$.  c.  LC— 3. 

There  are  various  Englijb  tranfla- 
tions  of.  the  two  epiftle s  ,  but  in  aftyle 
imorreft  and  fr  f  t/£.  It  tvas  there 
fore  thought,  tnat  an  attempt  to  pre- 
Jerve,  even  in  a  version,  .fomeivhat  of 
.the  gravity  of  the  originals,  might  be 
favourably  received  by  the  public. 

fflie  notes  will  afford  little  new  or 
interefting  to  .men  of  erudition-,  y?t 
they  may  prove  of  fomt  benefit  to  the 
unlearned  reader. 
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